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Memories and mementos of influential personalities
A narrative of the biography and scientific and cultural
services of Dr. Qasem Safi and his influence on scientific

relations and emotional bonds between lran and Pakistan2

Elham Haddadi, Professor of Teaching Persian Literature to Non-
Persian Speakers, Head of the International Cooperation and
Subcontinent Department at the Saadi Foundation.

Abstract

In the history of the long-standing and strong relations
between the two neighboring, friendly and Muslim countries of
Iran and Pakistan, wherever the names of researchers and thinkers
who have been the source of effective services in cultural
communication and in the writing of ancient and contemporary
scholars and mystics are mentioned, Dr. Qasem Safi is also a
familiar name and a valuable and colorful presence. He is
considered one of the contemporary figures and scholars of Igbal
who has taken effective steps in the field of publishing, expanding

o 0l 0,8 4 g Jhedl o slags e 0)l8] ety Bl oyl pa 4y (o )b Slao] L35l Sliul
2. It is worth noting that this article is the result of studying and utilizing

various sources about Dr. Safi, as well as studying and reviewing some of his
works and writings, and also conducting interviews with her.




and promoting Persian literature and history in the subcontinent
and honoring the prominent scientific and literary figures of Iran
and Pakistan. His scientific services have a special place in
strengthening the cultural and literary relations and bonds between
these two lands and the rapprochement of mystical paths and
Islamic religions.

Dr. Safi's writings, articles, and correspondence, with his
fluent and tasteful pen, testify to a sense of responsibility, love, and
affection for the precious heritage of the Persian language and
literature. His motivation is influenced by the esteem he has placed
in the scientific and literary figures of this language, and the
recognition and introduction of professors, researchers, and leaders
and servants of this precious valley. He plays an influential and
continuous role in reviving the common heritage, creating
scientific and emotional bonds, and establishing affection and
friendship between them, especially in commemorating letters and
obituaries, which are among his outstanding works and indicate the
elegance of his thought and the delicacy of his pen. He narrates
what he has learned and experienced in a documented and accurate
manner and presents it to society and future generations.

This article briefly discusses her biography, scientific and
cultural services in this regard, and her contacts and connections
with the masters of knowledge and literature.!

Keywords: Persian language and literature, Iran and Pakistan,
subcontinent, biography, Qasem Safi, Golpayegan.
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The Image of Iran in the Selected epistolary writings of
Farhad Mirza Motamed-al-Dowlah

Shirzad Tayefi, Associate Professor, Department of Persian
Language and Literature, Allameh Tabataba’i University, Tehran,
Iran. (Corresponding author).

AmirHosein Jamaali Hel Abaad, MA in the field of Persian
Language and Literature, Allameh Tabataba’i University, Tehran,
Iran.

Abstract

The Qajar dynasty was a Turkic dynasty that ruled Iran from 1174—
1304 AH (1789-1925 CE). The dynasty came to power after the
collapse of the Zand dynasty and was founded by Agha
Mohammad Khan Qajar. The reign of Mohammad Shah Qajar
coincided with Iran's political and military weakness, characterized
by internal rebellions, failure to retake Herat, and the influence of
foreign powers. Nasser al-Din Shah was the son of Mohammad
Shah Qajar and Mahd-Alia (Malek -Jahan Khanum). He ascended
the throne at the age of 16 after his father's death with the support
of Amir Kabir. Farhad Mirza Motamed al-Dawlah (1213-1285
AH) was one of the most prominent princes and politicians of the
Qajar period. He was a son of Abbas Mirza, the viceroy and
brother of Mohammad Shah Qajar, and held important positions
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during the reign of Nasser al-Din Shah Qajar. In his letters, he used
simple and fluent prose, but with historical and artistic accuracy.
His works include 47 literary and historical letters written between
1252 AH and 1291 AH to the sultan and the nobles of the time,
which reflect various images of customs, culture, women, social
classes, political events, the administration of provinces, and issues
such as agriculture and the spirit of society. Illustration is one of
the most important ways of reading texts, which, relying on
history, geography, and society, explores and extracts data related
to the author's era and is important in terms of the ideological
reflection of the works. The image of Iran in the Nasser era is a
traditional, authoritarian, and religious image that is also reflected
in Farhad Mirza's letters.

Keywords: Qajar era, Naser al-Din Shah, illustration, Farhad
Mirza, features, society.
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Purim and superfluities in the Book of Esther

Yousaf Hussain, Assistant Professor, Department of Persian,
University of Peshawar.

Abstract

The book of Esther is a diaspora story, known as apocryphal scroll
by some Biblical scholars and critiques. Exhaustive Biblical
research has shown that the story of Esther is apocryphal. This
research paper adds to this standpoint by raising some key
questions in its initial part related to Purim, and in rest of the paper,
through textual study of the book of Esther superfluities in the
book are reckoned. The book is also compared with some historical
facts recorded by Herodotus. After critical study and analysis of
the book of Esther the paper explores few close and most probable
answers to the questions. Paper concludes that there is evident
ambiguity in the book of Esther which make the Purim festival
doubtful and it is very hard to prove historically and with due
objectivity that such major incident of anti-Semitism has ever
accord in Persian society during Achaemenid Empire.

Keywords: Israel in diaspora, Purim festival, Xerxes, The book of
Esther, Herodotus, Apocryphal stories in bible.
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Typology of suffering in Amiri Firouzkouhi's
lyrical poems

Dr. Masume Musayi Baghestani, Assistant Professor of Persian
Language and Literature, Allameh Tabataba’i University, Tehran, Iran).

MohammadAli Farahi, MA in the field of Persian Language and
Literature, Allameh Tabatabai University, Tehran, Iran.

Abstract

Suffering is a feeling that has always accompanied all living
beings, changing their lives. Although it may be possible to avoid
some sufferings or find solutions for them, other types of suffering
are inescapable and must be faced. Poetry and literature are one
way to express and alleviate suffering, which has a dual function.
On the one hand, the poet or writer, as a member of society who
deals with emotions and is more sensitive to various feelings,
experiences psychological relief by expressing those feelings. On
the other hand, the modern reader, who feels more lonely in the
advanced and modern world under the influence of various factors,
feels that they are not alone in their experience of sorrow and
suffering; therefore, their suffering is somewhat reduced. Also, a
work may suggest guidelines to the reader for dealing with and
overcoming suffering. Amiri Firouzkouhi's sonnets are a
comprehensive example for studying and classifying suffering,
because various types of pain and suffering are found in his
sonnets, each of which has been examined in detail using a

mmusayi@yah00.com ..l ol w5 « Slbolb asdle olKisls ¢ w6 Slusl g b Lokl !
Wl ol (bl asdle olKils oo )b Slusl 5 5l il Leles s



2555558 S el Sl 50 &, (eliiaisS

descriptive-analytical method. Some of the types of suffering in his
sonnets include: suffering caused by the evil of the times, bad luck,
isolation and loneliness, repetition of everyday life, old age, lack of
love, rationalism, and so on.

Keywords: Suffering, Pain, Amiri Firouzkouhi.
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Mirror of Disaster: Conflicts and Crises in Urdu
Literature after the Disintegration of the Subcontinent

Ghulam Akbar, Associate Professor, Department of Persian Language
and Literature, J.C. University, Lahore, Pakistan. (Corresponding
author).

Mohammad Waseem, PhD student, Department of Persian Language
and Literature, GC University, Lahore, Pakistan.

Abstract

The partition of the subcontinent in 1947 was a major event that
had a profound impact on the people and society of the region.
This partition, which was based on the theory of “two nations”
(Muslims and Hindus), led to bloody conflicts, killings, rapes and
widespread displacement. In this context, Urdu writers such as
Hayatullah Ansari, Saadat Hasan Manto, Ahmed Nadeem Qasimi,
Khadija Mastur and others have depicted its consequences in a
profound and humane way through their works. This article
examines how Urdu writers have addressed the social and cultural
problems arising from this event in their works. In stories such as
“Siyah Haashiye” and “Thanda Gosht”, Manto has addressed the
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violence and cruelty that resulted from the partition and shown that
religion and faith can never be destroyed by bullets and knives.
Also, the works of Hayatullah Ansari and Ahmad Nadeem Qasimi
have also addressed migration, displacement, and the spiritual and
social crises of humans following this partition. In her stories such
as "Angan" and "Zaman", Khadija Mastoor has highlighted the
problems of migrants and women during this period and shown
how humans, after losing their homes and identities, were
searching for meaning and security in new lands. In these works,
Urdu writers, by combining observation, imagination, and thought,
illustrated the social and human crises of this period and tried to
convey messages of humanity, resistance, and social awakening to
society. Finally, the article shows that Urdu literature, as a mirror
of society and history, has not only commemorated the catastrophe
of the partition of the subcontinent but also played a key role in
informing future generations about the crises and human
experiences of this period. These works have provided a better
understanding of the history and social problems of this era,
especially for later generations, and have left messages of
solidarity, humanity, and resistance to violence and crises.

Keywords: Partition of the subcontinent, Two nations theory,
Urdu writers, Hayatullah Ansari, Saadat Hasan Manto, Ahmed
Nadeem Qasimi, Khadija Mastoor, Siyah Haashiye, Thanda
Gosht..
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An Introduction to Divan-i-Hazin: Manuscript of Waleh

Ansari Abdul Rahman, Assistant Professor (Temporary),
Department of Persian Language and Literature.

Abstract

Ali Quli Khan Waleh Dagestani (d. 1170 AH/1757 CE), a renowned
biographer and poet of the twelfth century Hijri, was among the close
friends and disciples of Sheikh Ali Hazin Lahijt (d. 1181 AH/1766 CE).
Historical evidence indicates that Waleh held profound affection and
deep reverence for Sheikh Ali Hazin and consistently defended him
against those who sought to harm his reputation. During his stay in
Shahjahanabad, Waleh discovered a precious manuscript of Divan-i-
Hazin, which he subsequently acquired. Thereafter, under the guidance
of the author, he undertook the task of editing the manuscript,
eliminating its linguistic defects and rectifying its textual
inconsistencies. This manuscript was later published in facsimile form in
Karachi in 1971 through the efforts of Mr. Mumtaz Hasan (1906-1974);
however, the compiler refrained from highlighting the merits of this
manuscript and did not undertake its critical evaluation. Although the
editors of Divan-i-Hazin have occasionally referred to this manuscript,
its unique value has largely remained unacknowledged. In the present
article, endeavors have been made to assess this manuscript and compare
its verses with those of other available versions in order to illuminate its
historical significance for scholars and researchers.

Keywords:  Codicology, Manuscript of Waleh  Dagestant,
Divan-i-Hazin, Indo-Persian literature.
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Creating Three Images of China in the Anecdotes of ""The
Chinese Princess'': By Comparing Three Stories from Samak
Ayyar, Jame al-Hekayat and Masnavi Maanavi

Yiyun Tang, Assistant Professor of Persian Language Department,
Guangdong University of Foreign Studies, Guangzhou, China.

Abstract

The image of China in Persian narrative literature is very diverse and sometimes
contradictory. One of the aspects of this image creation is romantic and heroic
stories with the theme of "Chinese princess”, a type of allegorical stories in
which, through the theme of marriage with Chinese people (exogamous
marriages), the views and imaginations of Iranians about the surrounding nations
are revealed. And this also shows how to recreate a single story in different ways
of literary production. Chinese princess stories have deep roots in Persian folk
literature. In various texts that have dealt with the various types of marriage
between the Iranian prince and the Chinese princess, the narrators and authors,
have depicted China from different aspects and according to their desired
discourse. For example, in three stories from Samak Ayyar, Jame al-Hekayat and
Masnavi Maanavi, three types of Chinese princess stories can be seen, which
Iranian narrators and poets use China to describe three different models of
marriage, i.e. patriarchal marriage, matriarchal marriage and heavenly love. They
are made in the form of three different images: the subject of desire and hope, the
subject of calling and invitation, and a mirror of Utopia. In accordance with these
three images, the mentioned stories have used dangerous, powerful and
mysterious attributes and interpretations to describe China. This paper examines
this issue with a descriptive analytical method.

Keywords: love stories of the Chinese princess, China in Persian literature,
Samak Ayyar, Jame al-Hekayat, Masnavi Maanavi.
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Investigating the Challenges of Persian Language Education at
Universities and Modern Language Institutes in Bangladesh

Shojan Parbez, M.A student in Persian Language and Literature,
University of Dhaka, Bangladesh.

Abstract

Persian is one of the Indo-European languages spoken in lIran,
Afghanistan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, Pakistan, Iraq and Azerbaijan.
It has held a significant intellectual, literary and religious influence
among Muslims in the Indian subcontinent. Scholars, poets, writers
and Sufis have left behind important works in this language.
Persian was also the official language in Bengal for nearly six
hundred years. However, in 1938, the British officially banned its
use. Despite this prohibition, Persian language and literature
departments exist in the most renowned universities of Bangladesh,
and the popularity of Persian continues to grow. The Persian
language and literature departments in the well-known universities
of Bangladesh include : the University of Dhaka, the University of
Rajshahi, the University of Chittagong, the Institute of Modern
Languages at the University of Dhaka, the Institute of Modern
Languages at Khulna University, and the Institute of Modern
Languages at Chittagong University. Non-Persian-speaking
students and researchers can learn Persian at these institutes. The
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purpose of this article is to introduce these Persian language
departments and analyze the challenges and issues of Persian
language education in the mentioned universities and institutes.
Additionally, it aims to propose potential solutions to address these
challenges.

Keywords: Persian language, universities, Institute of Modern
Languages, analysis and investigation, Bangladesh.
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A Comparative Analysis of the Thoughts of Ibn Arabi and
Samuel Taylor Coleridge on the Distinction Between Fancy
and Imagination

Mohammad SheikholEslami, Ph.D. of Persian Language and
Literature, Allameh Tabataba’i University, Tehran, Iran.

Abstract

One of the most important topics among scholars, from ancient times to
the present, is the concept of fancy and imagination. This concept, with
its vast semantic range, has transcended both geographical and historical
boundaries and has been discussed and analyzed by numerous
researchers from the time of Abu Ishaqg al-Kindi to the present. Among
the prominent thinkers who have specifically addressed this concept is
Ibn Arabi, who, in an exclusive view, divides fancy into three branches:
simple, creative, and liminal, providing a distinct definition for each. On
the other side of the fancy theory, the English theorist, poet, and critic
Samuel Taylor Coleridge, in his work Biographia Literaria, introduces
three key terms: fancy, primary imagination and secondary imagination.
A careful examination of the definitions and meanings offered by both
Ibn Arabi and Coleridge reveals significant commonalities in their views
on fancy and imagination. At the same time, it must be noted that the
most prominent and crucial point of distinction between the theories of
Ibn Arabi and Coleridge lies in the origins and intellectual sources of
their thoughts, which differ fundamentally. As a result, their notions of
fancy and imagination cannot be considered identical.

Keywords: Islamic Mysticism, Ibn Arabi, Samuel Coleridge, Fancy,
Imagination.
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