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of time and the concept of life as continous movement in
time™”

25, Quran says: “And We have created you all from
one breath of life™.
26. Towards the end of this lecture Igbal analyses

Spangler's book “The decline of the West"in which the
author has ried to emphasise that each culture has its own
peculiarities and is completely isolated from all other
cultures. Spangler was of the view that anti-classical spirit
of Eureopean culture was not due to the influence of Islam
which. to him. has Magian spirit. Igbal emphatically
refutes this viewpoint. He thinks that it is true that some of
the Magian ideas have imperceptably influenced the
thought of Muslims like perpetual attitude of expectation.
constant looking forward to the coming of ... the Messiah
etc. but, uccording to Igbal these are not the essential part
of Muslim thought and that Spangler has miserably failed”
to appreciate the cultural value of the idea of finulity of
Prophethood in Islam™

27.  Hence in this lecture Igbal has provided the sound
intellectual philosophical busis of separateness and
uniqueness of the Muslim cultwral identity throughout
history. He feels that this cultural identity was brought out
because of the teachings of holy Quran which gives the
maximum importance to the pragmatic approach rowards
the life and gives rise to the method of experimentation und
observation. At the same time it lays emphasis on the
accuracy of information. Its whole attitude was in
complete contradiction to the Greek philosopy and science.
Igbal also rejects the Spangler’s idea of Islamic culture
being influenced by the Magian thought and his assertion
on exclusiveness of European culure, According to Igbal
there might be some Magian influence on Istam but the
rue Islumic spirit is anticlassical and the same  spint was
given to the modern European culture by the history of
Islamic influence.

2% As far as the' cultral sitwation in Pakistn and
Islamic world is concerned, unfortunately the true spirit of
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10, According to sprangler the ideal of Greeks was
proportion not infinite. But the ideal of Muslims as
revealed in higher Sufism is the possession and enjoyment
of the infinite. That is why Asharites developed different
kinds of a atamism to overcome the difficulties of
perceptual space. Nassir Tusi was the first to realise the
necessity of abandoning perceptual space. However.
Alberuni was the first to see “insufficiency of static view
of the universe,

L1 [gbal is of the view that the transformation of the
Greek concept of number from pure magnitude to pure
relation really begins with Khawrazmi’s movement from
Arithmetic to Algebra, Igbal also emphasises that the idea
of evolution could be traced in the Muslim  scholurs. 1t was
Jahiz who for the first time noted the changes in the hfe of
birds caused by migration. Later on [bn-i-Maskwaih gave it
the form of more definite theory and adopted it in his
theological work - Al Fayuz-ul-Asghar.  Ibn-i-Maskwuih
also differentated between plant and animal lite and
differences between different species of plants and
animals.

12, Butitis really religious Psychology, as in Iragi and
Khwaja Mohammad  Parsa, which brings us much nearer
to our modern ways of looking at the problem of space and
time.

13 According to Iraqi. the existence of some kind of
space in relation to God is clear from the following verses
of the Quran.

14,  Dost thou not see that God knoweth all that is in the
Heavens and all that is in the Earth. Three persons speak
not privately together, but He is their fourth: nor five bul
He is their sixth: nor fewer nor more; but whereever they
be He is with them™ (58:7).

15 We created men, and we know what 15 Soul
whispereth to him, and we are closer to him than His neck-
vein” (50-15)

16.  Igbal is of the view that there are three Kinds of
space “The space of material bodies, the space of

4




The Spirit of Islamic Culture

foredoomed to failure and it is what follows their failure
that brings out the real spirit of the culture of Islam, and
lays the foundation of modern culture a in some of its mosit
important aspects.(3)

6. Igbal thinks that the intellectual revolt of Islamic
thinkers against Greek philosophy manifested itself in all
departments of thought. He quotes the specific example of
the Metaphysical thought of the Asharites . According to
Igbal Nizam was the first to formulate the principle of
doubt as the beginning of all knowledge.

75 Ghazali further “amplified it in his revivication of
the sciences of religion and prepared the way of Descarte’s
method. But according to Igbal Ashraqi and Ibn-i-
Tamimiyya under took “Systematic refutation of Greek
logic™. Abu Bakr Razi was the first to criticise Aristotle’s
first ficure followed by John Stuart Mill in our own times.
Ibn-i-Hazm in his ** Scope of Logic” emphasised sense
perception as the source of knowledge. Igbal also quotes
the discoveries of Al-Beruni, Al-Kindi. Ibn-i-Haitham etc..
and their influence on the western, thinkers, philosophers
and scientists. For example, Roger Bacon followed the foot
steps of Muslim thinkers and scientists. He also quotes
from Briffault’s ‘Making of Humanity' to prove that
experimental method was actually learned by him from the
Muslim Universities of Spain and he really imbibed the
knowledge of Arabic and Arabic Sciences.4)

8. As the Islamic concept is that knowledge must
begin with the concrete because it is “the intellectual
capture of and power over the concrete that makes it
possible for the intellect of man to pass beyond the
concrete. As the Quran says 'O, company of Djin and Man,
if you can ever pass the bounds of Heaven and the Earth
then. pass them’. But by power alone shall ye over pass
them. ‘ (55.33)1 . _ :

9. According to Igbal the thought of limit to a
perceptual space and Time staggers the mind. The mind
must overcome serial time and the power vacuity of
perceptual space. As the Quran Says, *“ And Varily
Towards thy God is the Limit™.2

3
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his words * the first important point to note about the spirit
of Muslim culture then is that for purposes of knowledge it
fixes its gaze on the concrete, the finite. It is further clear
that the birth of the method of observation and experiment
in Islam was due not to a compromise with Greek thought,
but to prolonged intellectuall warfare with iti;In this
lecture he has also talked about the theories of nationalism.
He says that the growth of territorial nationalism with its
emphasis on what is culture and national chracteristics has
tended rather to kill the broad human element in the ar
and literature of Europe. ™

3 AS far as the theme of finality of the institution of
Prophethood and its importance in the cultural and
intellectual evolution of Mushim community is concemed.
we need a separate treatise to elaborate on its influence as o
source of knowledge. Hence leaving it aside, the other two
most important sources of ktmwledgﬁ according to Quran
are Nature and History.

4, The Quran sees the “signs Qf the ultimate reality in
the “Sun’, the *Moon’, ‘the lengthening out of shadows’,
‘the alternation of day and night’, ‘variety of human colour
and tongues, ‘the alternation of the days of success and
reverse among peoples” in fact in the whole of nature as
revealed to the sense perception of man. And the Muslim’s
duty is to reflect on these signs and not to pass by them “as
if he is deaf and blind’, for he ‘who does not see these
signs in this life will remain blind to the realities “of the life
10 come’.(22

5. This appeal to the concrete combined with the slow
realization that, according to the teachings of the Quran,
the universe is dynamic in its origin, finite and capable of
increase, eventually brought Muslim thinkers into contlict
with Greek thought which, in the beginning of their
intellectual career, was studied by them with so much
enthusiasm, Not realizing that the spirit of the Quran was
essentially anti-classical and putting full confidence in
Greek thinkers, their first impulse was to understand the
Quran in the light of Greek philosophy which enjoyed
theory and was neglectful of fact. This attempt was

2
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