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Muslim Culture, Philosophy and Science

Muslim culture have been fathomed out penetratingly on a
rational basis. Many studies have been done in this
connection, but unfortunately the result was dismal,
preaching reversion to orthodoxy and animus to
rationalism, a fundamentally antagonistic approach to the
main tenor to be found in Quranic injunctions. Dr. Pervez
has rendered great service on behalf of Muslim
illumination by focusing on scientific rationalism and by
exposing the hollowness of the pseudoscience called by the
name of Islamic Science.

It is apt to mention in connection with scientific
rationalism that rationalism, in general, has different planes
to operate on. Modern rationalism rests on scientific
method or inductive way of reasoning, while, on the other
hand, philosophical rationalism is based both on inductive
as well as deductive method. Both these types of
rationalism are opposed to dogmatism and
belief-worshipping. And also both of them have come in
conflict with orthodox establishments. In the last two
centuries, scientific rationalism has achieved astounding
success in bringing about revolution in physical, psychic
and intellectual conditions and approaches of man.

Science is not the property of any particular cultural
pattern or the heritage of any group of nations. Similarly
the metaphysic-logical corpus that saw its culmination in
the refined ratiocinations of Arab and Muslim philosophers
is a collective heritage of humanity in general, These
philosophers addressed to the questions that always
demanded their answers from inquisitive minds. The
questions were about the nature of existence and the
essence of things. It is quite obvious that the nature of
these problems was not such as could be made amenable to
inductive method of research inquiry and
experimentations. We could foresee a future when after
lessening the sharpness of immediate problems of man,
intellectual circles of the world community will realize the
need of getting intellectual help from the comprehensive
dissertations of Arab and Muslim philosophers in which
the answers of perennial problems or questions have been
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In other words, the Quran laid down the principle
that the validity of any assertion could only be entertained
if it is based on valid argument, the same stand that modern
science has taken. Scientific method begins with inquiry,
discovery of facts and then experimentations that could be
repeated, and, in the end, re-examining of these facts, so
that a valid theory can be const-ructed. The process of re-
examination of ascertained facts is called in logic the
process of argumentation to which the Holy Quran has
hinted.

At this stage, we must also remind ourselves that
the achievements of science are of such a magnitude that
they cannot be praised too much, notwithstanding the fact
that its discoveries have several times been used for
criminal purposes. Before scientific revolution the concept
of the universalization of all races of man, thought, with
little differences, as correct proved to be a chimera. Now
we are living in a world of unimaginably immense
expanses in macro and micro level. Thanks to the
discoveries that led to this new concept, a huge amount of
knowledge called information explosion, became available
to modern man. This store of knowledge consists of lot of
secrets which this mysterious universe was not ready to
divulge to believers of by-gone ages.

These data, provided by science, is by all types of
definitions Ilm or knowledge. Every Muslim who has even
an elementary acquaintance of Islam knows that it is an
ineluctable duty of a Musalman to acquire this knowledge.

From the verse of Quran quoted above, which is
representative of several other verses of the sacred Book
having similar injunctions, a clean deduction could be
made. The deduction is that scientific rationalism is not
only consonant with Islamic teaching, but emphatically
enjoined on Muslims, in several verses of the Holy Quran.

The scholarly work of Dr. Hoodbhoy has made this
subject of scientific rationalism its main theme. And
perhaps it is only the first sane study authored by a
Musalman in which the causes of intellectual decadence in
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anti-rational campaign that unfortunately proved fatal to
scientific development, inquiry and research in Muslim
lands. Al-Ghazzali mounted his onslaught against
causation, principle on which rationalism rests. And thus
his book, Tuhafatul Falasifa became a bible for reactionary
forces and the name of Ghazzali an anathema to the
succeeding generations of Muslim philosophers. It would
not be out of context here to point out that the latest world
view of science rests on Quantum theory, which too
insinuates the idea that causation is not the necessary
constituent of the universe, an unfortunate atavism to what
Al-Ghazzali and, afterwards, David Hume had postulated.
However, if causation is rejected, then the very raison
d’etre of rationalism would collapse. I should not dilate
further on this matter as [ have discussed thoroughly in my
book, A New Concept of the Universe, which awaits
publication.

The cardinal principle of philosophy is that the final
judgement of the validity of any statement, opinion, and
belief can only be given by reason or intellect and not by
revelation. Logically this stand came in conflict with
opiniens and whims of the obscurantists. And thus a
polarization developed which continued from Yaqub al
Ishaque al Kindi down to Syed Fazle Haq Khayrabadi.

This polarization is still with us between science
and faith. Modern science had taken the place of
philosophy. While fundamentalists are the progeny of the
enemies of philosophy, namely, the Asharites it is indeed
highly distressing that the overwhelming majority of
Muslim writers who took interest in this subject of
polarization gave completely negative reactions which
were diametrically in contradiction to the fundamental
spirit of Islam and pragmatically speaking, horribly
detrimental to the future of Muslim nations. In this
connection a fact must be noted that is only the Holy
Quran in the whole history of religious literature that
clearly threw a challenge that “Bring forth your valid
argument if you think that contention is collect”,
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Shaykh Abu Ali Sina had pointed out this fact in some of
his books.

Indeed scientific methodology, by its very nature is
deficient in dealing with highly abstract concept of
metaphysics and logic, It is though correct that modern
mathematics too has its own highly abstract sphere. But the
fundamental difference between the two is that
mathematicians pondering over the highly abstract
equations themselves do not know which bit or shade of
ultimate reality is under their intellectual weighing process.
And, remember that here emphasis is on the words, a bit or
shade of ultimate reality, and not on material facts that are
still unknown.

Having these observations as a backdrop, very
pertinent question should creep in our mind. The question
is: How come that such a powerful culture that produced
history's greatest minds that created a most refined system
of metaphysics and logic, could not be able to bring forth
its own type of scientific reveolution. Albeit this same
Arabic philosophy was one of the factors that were
responsible for awakening of supine Western culture prior
to renaissance.

Many attempts have been made by Muslim and
non-Muslim thinkers during the last two hundred years to
identify the conditions and causes of the triumph of
dogmatism, obscurantism and Mullaism in Muslim society.
But I must be bold enough to say that the more convincing
and cogently argued disquisition I came across so far, is the
one penned by a learned scholar, Arabicist Dr. Pervez Amir
Ali Hoodbhoy. Being a keen analyst and a thinker of
repute, he developed in his treatise, “Muslims and Science,
Religious Orthodoxy and the Struggle for Rationality,” a
thesis which completely agrees with the view expressed by
Muslim philosophers posterior to Abu Hamid al Ghazzali.
Dr. Hoodbhoy is perfectly right when he says that Ghazzali
was intellectually responsible for the decadence of
intellectualism in Muslim culture. It is argued though that
abul Hasan Ashary and his followers had started an
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constitutional framework.

In spite of the fact that this culture has inherited lot
of knowledge from Greco-Roman civilizations, it is curious
that it chose its knowledge-paradigm, power and force
which is epitomized in the pronouncement of Francis
Bacon who is also credited as the founder of modern
scientific method. Never in the whole history of humanity
this inane approach to knowledge was contemplated before.
In ancient cultures, and especially in Greek and Arab
cultures, intellectualism always aimed at seeking wisdom
by understanding this enigmatic universe. In this
connection, it would be interesting to note that Bacon was
not only a philosopher but a politician too. Hence power
attracted him especially.

Although the beginning of science was not so
propitious, yet the revolution created by it is, on balance, a
far greater boon to mankind than anything that this
wretched species could ever dream of. Yet the real
revolution that science produced is not material facilities it
provided to homo-sapiens. It consists in reality in the
annihilation of old ethos of man, or rather the whole
Weltanschaung based on whims insufficient knowledge and
myths, about the material universe. At this point we must
not commit the all-prevalent mistake of thinking that the
term, material universe, is synonymous with the existence
itself, which is it not.

The latest advances of sub-atomic physics have
finally exploded the myth that matter is the ultimate
substance of every thing that exists. A well-known fact that
every material thing is a form of fossilized energy, whilst
proton, a quantum of light energy, is not a material thing
being divested of mass that represents matter. From this a
clear conclusion can be drawn that energy has primacy over
matter. It means that energy is synonymous with existence,
not matter. And it means too that avast realm of existence is
there behind material things.

Modern science cannot deal with behavioural
pattems of this realm, being based on mathematics, which
by definition rests ultimately on matter. We remember that







BY SYED MOHAMMAD TAQI

MUSLIM CULTURE, PHILOSOPHY
AND SCIENCE

During nearly two hundred years or so a cultural
avalanche descended on Muslim civilization, rather on all
the ancient cultures of the East and West and destroyed
their WELTANSCHAUNG in which they lived smugly for
thousands of vears. In fact, it was a new intellectual cultural
movement which chose inductive method of ancient or
formal logic as its basis. This inductive method was
christened by it as scientific method. This new intellectual
movement got its genesis from the awakening caused in
12th and 13 centuries by the advent of Muslim philosophy
and logic whose essential characteristic was to challenge all
concepts sacred or profane. Excluding Greek culture the
chief and main paradigm that identifies Arab or Muslim
civilization in the comity of all other cultures and
civilizatons, is its whole-hearted devotion to guestions
concerning metaphysics and logic.

This exclusive interest in matters of high thinking
and fine ratiocination that was ever done in world history
produced such depth of insight and intellectual profundity
that made Arab philosophy supreme example of highest
thinking ever done in recorded history. Prior to Arab
culture, logic was not fully developed. Indeed, it was in a
state of infancy. Modern European culture inherited it with
many changes and expansion, additions and elaborations.

However, at the hands of Arabs or Muslim
philosophers, it developed to such a vast scale that it has
become a new metaphysics in its own right. It is so unusual
and extraordinaly a phenomenon that modern philosophers
and philosophical schools could not even think of it.

With this amalgamation of metaphysics with logic
at the highest Stratun of thinking process ever done by
homosapiens, Muslim philosophy was able to produce such
master-pieces of human intellect that Arabs could rightly
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