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Al-Tabari A. Historian, historiography in Islam.

By. Dr. Syed Sibte Hasan Rizvi
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The efforts of Iranian Muslims to preach Islam in Sindh
By Prof. M.H. Faridani
Review on tales from lran,
By Dr. Syed Sibte Hasan Rizvi.
A farewell
By Jalale Aal-e-Ahmad
Tales of Revolutionary Retold

by Syed Akhtar Husain
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1- The Architectural Styles in Iran
By Dr. Haj Syed Javadi.
2- Rose or Gule Muhammadi

By Dr. Mahmooda Hashmi
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1- A Comparative Study of Saadi & Hafiz
By Syed Akhtar Hussain, New Delhi, India.
2- Persian Manuscripts

By Dr. Ghulam Hussain Tasbihi, Tehran.
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Shahnama and The Islamic Revolution
By Syed Haroon Rashid.

Ali Ibng Abi Talib in the Mathnawi
By Dr. Afzal Igbal

Sultan ul - Arfeen Hazrat Bahu

By Dr. K.B. Naseem
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Tagore and Iran. By Dr. Raza Mustafavi
Translated by Syed Akhtar Hussain.
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A region of cultural integration,
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Allama Igbal and Iran

The one who has surpassed thousands of
his predecessors.

The poets had all become like a routed
army,

but this brave warrior did the work of a
hundred troopers”.

With a commen history of a thousand years and the
deep_rooted bonds of religion, culture and common history,
it can be confidently hoped that the two brotherly nations
bound together by indissoluble ties, will face the future
together. They have a common heritage, a common destiny.
It is on the basis of common culture and religion that we
stand together. These are not mere abstractions either. For
not only have Iran and Pakistan no dispute, no problem
between them, but what sanctifies and solidifies our ties is
Iran's ungrudging support to us in the hours of our trials.
"During the two wars in 1965 and 1971, Iran gave to
Pakistan more material help than any other Muslim country”.
So says a Pakistan Government statement.

Iran is determined to continue its ful_fledge
support to us in future too, in case of any aggression against
our country. The present Government of Iran, led by Imam
Khamenei has assured that in case of any attempt aimed at
further dismemberment of Pakistan, Iran would "certainly
intervene militarily", With this solidarity and unity between
the two brotherly nations, the forecast of Igbal, who
intensely desired that Iran should become a centre of action
of politics, culture and economics of the Eastern World, may

prove tru¢. He says:
Sl Jay s S oS wle Lie 18 G0 Jle S 0l 4b

"If Tehran were to become the Geneva of

the Eastern World,
The destiny of this hemisphere would

perhaps change"
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Danesh 38-39

My thought's images dispense,
To the Orient's indigence,

The bright ruby that I gain,

From your mines of Badakhshan,
Comes the man, to free at last,
Slaves confined in fetters fast;
Through the windows in the wall,
Of your prison [ see all,

Make a ring about me now;

In my breast a fire's aglow,

That your forebears lit one day,
Things of water and of clay”.

[t is obvious that these lines could have come only
from a man who loved Iran. What Igbal has said represents
the sentiments, feelings and aspirations of every Pakistani;
and the feelings expressed by him in the above verses find
an echo in every Pakistani's heart,

Igbal 1s, likewise, admired by the Iranians. All the
great scholars and poets of the present age have paid warm
tributes to him for bringing into the Persian language the
invaluable vestiges, The Poet Laureate Bahar culogizes
Igbal's greatness in these words:

dwy Jlo o [ gV a) JUSled, I Ju
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"If a Bedil has passed away, an Igbal has

arrived,

And the heart broken people have a Hali
to console them.
The present age is the special period of

Igbal,

16







Danesh 38-39

"Like Rumi. I raised in the sanctuary the
call to parayer,

[ learnt from him the secrets of the spint:
He lived in the olden days of turmoil,
I live in the present age of disorders”.

Besides the above verses, there are numerous other
verses in which Igbal has paid glowing tributes to the Master
in similar terms.

If we go through his Persian poetry, it will reveal
that he had studied the works of all illustrious poets of Iran,
whose excellent contributions enriched his Persian poetry.
His poetry is, no doubt, original, but the fact remains that he
derived very considerable inspiration from the writings of
the Iranian poets, In a mood of exaltation, he says:

PETTRPS [ S0 CUTUEINETO 4 L
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"Look at me, the like of whom you can't
find in India.

A scion of a Brahmin am I,

but imbued with the nuances of Rum and
Tabriz."

And again he says:

O P Eeperg N T ,,...‘.:.fc...:q-.;,l.tl_,i_;ul_'.‘r_::

"My body is a flower from the garden of
Kashmir,

My heart is from the sacred Hijaz and my
voice is from Shiraz:"

Igbal was not a mere poet, he was also a
philosopher, and often spent his precious time in studying
the works of the Iranian philosophers. As a result of this, his
heart was overfilled with the love of Persian language the

14




Allama Igbal and Iran

"My Master, Rumi. the philosopher of
pure descent,

Revealed to me the hidden secret of life
and death”.

Both Asrar i Khudi and Rumuz_i_Bikhudi are
composed in the metre, and modelled on the style, of
Maulana Rumi's wellknown Masnawi. In the prologue to
Asrar_i_Khudi, Igbal relates how Maulana Rumi appeared in
a vision and bade him arise and sing. As a frontis-piece to
the compined edition of Asrar_i_Khudi and
Rumuz_i_Bikhudi, he put the following lines from the
Divan_i_Shams_i_Tabriz:

Gzl il g ol gdn 33 5005 38 e 5 S l8 L plx b pest g
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"Yesterday the Master with a lantern was
roaming about the city,

Saying, | am tired of the devils and the
beasts.

I desire a man. My heart is weary of these
weak_spirited companions,

I desire the lion of God and Rustam, son
of Zal,

They said, "He is not to be found; we
have sought him long".

He said, "That which is not to be found is
what I desire".

Igbal , who was always conscious of the
momentous nature of his mission for his times, sincerely
appreciated the peace and solace that Rumi brought to the
afflicted World of his times seven hundred years ago. While
acknowledging the great debt he owed to the Master, he
compares the unrest and wrmoil of the present day to the
travail through which humanity was passing in Rumi's
Hmes: %

ool ol mal bl g1 om0l p3la o 53 200 9%
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Danesh 38-39

speaks of Rumi, he does it with a rare intensity of emotion
and profound sense of love and dedication. There is no other
instance in the literary history of the world of a poet paying
homage to another poet in such feelings of esteem and
devotion as Igbal has paid to Maulana Rumi. Some poets
have expressed their admiration for other poets in glowing
terms as Dante for example did for Virgil, but in the case of
Rumi, Igbal actually assumes the role of a pupil and disciple,
and expressed his devotion to the master in terms bordering
on adoration. And he goes on repeating these sentiments
with such ardour and fervour that a reader will be justified in
regarding Igbal as an apt disciple of Rumi. Nothing can give
a better idea of Igbal's attachment to Rumi than his own
verses and we quote some of these below.

Referring to the guidance of the Master with
feelings of devotion, Igbal says in his Bal_i_lJibril in Urdu:

Bnap g fl LS
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"We are used to phenomenal world and se long for

the Coast,
Rumi is an ocean full of storms and mysteries,

Iqbal you are also in this Carvan is verily Rumi."
He again refers to Rumi in his "Asrar_i_Khudi":

"The Pir of Rum turned earth into Elixir,
From the particles of my dust he raised heavenly
vision",

It was Maulana Rumi who revealed to our poet the
secret of life and death. He says:

LU 5 Sus S UL Sy Al
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Allama Igbal and Iran

"The Western sage, the German poet,
A votary of Persian manners,

He was born and nurtured in a garden,
[ sprang but from arid soil”

As we all know, Igbal wrote poetry in Urdu in his
earlier life, but when he felt that Urdu language was unable
to convey his refined and deep thoughts, he swithched over
to Persian language. Thereafter he made Persian language as
a mean of communicating his message to the people of the
Sub-continent and the people of the other Islamic countries
of the world. Regarding this, he himself says in his
"Asrar_i_Khudi":

ol 7 it € 5000 S8 G b Gl S Gt 3 gaia 4 S
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"Although the language of Hind is sweet
as sugar,

Yet sweeter is the fashion of Persian
speech,

My mind was enchanted by its loveliness,
My pen became as a twig of the Burning
Bush.

Because of the loftiness of my thoughts,
Persian alone is suitable to them.

Igbal's poetry reveals immense love and reverence
for the great mystic poet Maulana Jalal_ud_Din Rumi whom
he fondly and persistently describes as his spiritual guide. A
study of Igbal's works reveals that this devotion grew with
the years. Nearly all his Persian works open with a reference
to Maulana Rumi, whose quotations form an index to the
contents of these books, One of his most important works,
namely, "Javid Nama", which depicts the poet's imaginary
journey through the Heavens, presents Rumi as the constant
guide of the poet in his quest of the Unseen. Whenever Igbal

11




Danesh 38-39

BY PROF. DR. K.B. NASIM,
EX. CHAIRMAN,

DEPARTMENT OF PERSIAN,
UNIVERSITY OF PESHAWAR.

ALLAMA IQBAL AND IRAN

Igbal always had a strange fascination for Iran. He
always thought that its philosophical minded and
well_mannered people, equipped with proper modern
education were destined to play a leading role in the affairs
of the world. He had a natural love and affection for Iran,
and desired passionately to visit that country, but
unfortunately he could not see that land of "Roses and
Nightingales” At the time of his journey to Afghanistan at the
end of October, and in early November, 1933, he wanted 1o
undertake the journey to Iran via Herat, but he could not go
further from Qandahar. Inspite of the fact that he did not visit
Iran, he had the full knowledge of the changes which were
taking place there in the fields of literature, culture and
politics. He acquired Persian modern books, magazines and
Journals through Muhammad Akbar Munir from [ran. On his
part, he sent his own books,  particularly
"Payam_i_Mashriq" and "Zubur_i_Ajam" to Late Professor
Said_i_Nafisi of Iran. In his "Introduction to the
Development of Metaphysics in Persia”, he has expressed
his feelings of appreciation for his philosophical _minded
people. He says that "The most remarkable features of the
character of the Persian people is their love of Metaphysical
speculation, yet the enquirer who approaches the extant
literature of Persia expecting to find any comprehensive
systems of thought, like those of Kapila or Kant, will have
to turn back disappointed, though deeply impressed by the
wonderful intellectual subtlety displayed therein, "Similary,
in the Introduction to his "Payam_i_Mashriq", whereas he
pays homage to the genius of Goethe (A.D. 1749-A.D.
1832), he expresses his admiration for the decent manners of
the Iranians in these lines:

Sl s osnd Joxdol  gpsladl el e oy
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Zakhiratul Muluk
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Danesh 38-39

Zakhiratul Muluk has been translated into four languages
i.e. Latin, French, Turkish, and Urdu. Ch. Niaz Ali has
published it from Amritsar in 1321 A.H.(24) and then its
next edition was published from Bahawal Press,
Lahore.(25) Its Urdu translation has been done by Maulvi
Ghulam Qadir from Lahore, published in 1334 A.H.(26)
and then by Maulana Sadr al-Din from Rawalpindi in 1987
with proper annotation.(27) Its critical Persian edition was
published from Tabriz by Mahmud Anwari, keeping in view
its various manuscripts.(28) Its manuscripts are also
available in various libraries i.e. Bodlien Library, London,
Central Library, Tehran, Punjab University Library, British
Museum, Asiatic Society of Bengal, Calcutta, Cambridge
University library and Princeton University.(29)

To sum up, Zakhiratul Muluk is considered one of the rare
pieces of Central Asian works, being a complete code of
religious, moral and political rules, whose study reflects
the high calibre and intellectual insight of its author in
Islamic knowledge.

The book was included in the curricula and taught in
Madrassas of Khatlan organised by the Sayyid himself and
also in Kashmir during the Rule of Sultans which resulted in
Islamisatioon of the society{30It can be useful today for
those in our society who are interested to make their moral
perfect and lead virtuous life in accordance with the Holy
Quran, and Sunnah of the Holy Prophet (PBUH). Anyhow
the book is a great asset in the domain of Islamic literature
and is helpful for guidance to the students particularly of
Islamic theology and political science.
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Zakhiratul Muluk

"For they have been guided (in this life) to the Purest of
speeches, they have been guided to the path of Him who is
worthy of (all) praise ".(22)

Highlighting the importance, the Sayyid considered the
patience as the base of gratitude which a momin adopts in
troublesome times. :

Lastly, tenth chapter: "yl cids 3 oaiaé y Socadays "
explains condemnation of conceit and anger. The chapter
starts with Ayat.

"Those who behave --------------- from then. (23)

In this chapter, the Sayyid like Akhlag-e-Nasiri , adopts
the method of discussion as balanced and liberal condemning
both uncontrolable anger and mean humility also enumerates
the causes of pride as follows :

Family, beauty, bravery, richness, family enlargement,
high scholarship and deep worship.
In the last three chapters, the Sayyid teaches the
Muslim rulers to act upon patience and forgiveness, so that
the masses may benefit from such character of the rulers.
The Sayyid is mostly influenced;here by All-Ghazzali's Thya
Ulum al-Din. :

After this review of Zakhiratul Muluk we find it to be the

best book on Islamic ethics which can be compared with
Akhlag-i-Nasiri of Khawaja Nasir al-Din- Tusi (A.H.672-
4), Akhlag-e-Jalali of Allama Jalal al - Din Shirazi
(A.H.984) and Akhlag-i-Mohsini of Mulla Husain Wa'iz
Kashifi (A.H.914).
The Sayyid is also influenced by Imam Ghazali's book :
[hya-i-Uloom al-Din besides his basic sources namely the
Holy Qur'an and the Hadith. The poetic language used by
him is mostly borrowed from Sana'i (d.535), Nizami
(d.610), Attar (d. 618) , Rumi (d. 672), Sa'di (d.691) and
Hafiz. (d. 792).




'Danesh 38-39

deals with spiritual kingdom explaining the relationship of
soul and Body. He mentions the place of Man as viceregent
of Allah in this Universe and quotes this Ayat:

"He it is that has made But adds to the adium
Y ou inheritors in the earth For the unbelievers
if then, and so reject In the sight of their Lord

(God) their rejections (works) Their rejection but adds
Against themselves : theirejection To  (their  own)
undoing.(19)

Chapter seventh:
"ol ol g el Blad ) S g s plol T

explains the execution of the lawful and abstinence from the
unlawful quoting this Ayat:

"Ye who believe fear God as He should be feared and die
not except in a state of Islam.(20)

He throws light also on Nizam-i-Thtisab and defines its
articles. o uis o e Yl il Sleol S5 ) Cani S5 s ol 2
Chapter eight
deals with gatitude and contentment. He quotes the Holy
Qur'an:

" And He giveth you of all that you ask for but if ye count
the favours of Allah never will ye be able to number,

them. Verily, man is given up to injustice and ingratitude. "
(21)

In the light of above Ayat, the Sayyid explains the
significance and various kinds of gratitude. He mostly refers
to poetic expressions of Sana'i, Rumi and Sa'di about
gﬁg :fﬂrggtm’ﬁi Sy pal piled ol & s cilaa 080 4 o e gy s "
- (OW S

tells us about patience under visitations and in this
respect Holy Quran guides us:




Zakhiratul Muluk

explains the ethical views in this manner: "Please know that
Almighty Allah has created the human beings on account of
two reasons: first is the appearance, i.e. Surat-i-Batin. The
appearance is styled creation (Khalq) and the nature (Sirat) is
known as Khulg (Character) and both of these have two
facets of virtue and vice.(15) y 3¥ 1 %25 3 £25 3 oedlls God> 53"
Chapter fourth -ﬁu-m-j'cjjti+j:\:5p'*'-----—-

educates us about the rights and duties and neighbours as
mentioned in the teachings of the Holy Prophet (PBUH). He
tells us that in the eyes of researchers the real love is that one
which is reflected through piety and quotes this Ayat. «al-

el Y1 ke aad egaian; oy
"Friends on that Day will be foes,
ane To another, - except The Righteous." (16)

3 S daii i Lie, MJQJL'U&_-“_HC&M['QLIA

Chapter fifth: Gdlsdut Cr9200 GTouys 050>
relates to the injunctions of government kingdom,
sovereignty, the rights of the people, the stipulations of
governance, the dangers involved in the obligations and the
necessity of justice and benevolence. The Sayyid starts this

Uil o it 3 el 5 sl 3 ol Jally b TG

chapter with the Ayat: TEEY r‘ufgh“ U'i'r"-_'r' }'..ll_,
_- "Allah commands justice, the doing of good, and liberality
to kith and kin and He forbids all shameful deeds, injustice
and rebellion. He instructs you that you may receive
admonition.” (17)

On this Ayat, the Sayyid comments: Allah the Almighty
desires His bondsmen to desist from the path of injustice
and cruelty and asks them to follow the path of kindliness,
justic and benevolence. He also orders them to desist from
the evil ways of life, particularly he advises the kings and
rulers who are entrusted with these duties and who have to
look after the rights of the people ".(18) The foregoing
explanation shows that the Sayyid has enumerated three
injunctions of good government, i.e., Kindliness, justice
and benevolence. Chapter six:" sl e ;1 5 gy cil p 5 3

B
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from sins and lead their lives according to the Sunnah of the
Holy Prophet (PBUH). Hence with the grace of Almighty
Allah it is precisely written which discusses the rules of a
good government as enunciated in the Tslamic teachings.

Zakhiratul Muluk consists of ten chapters which are
briefly described as follow:

Chapter first: ..,..,..J,;J JUS 451y JJJ'-E"-'-';*TJ kil s

"Gk et 3 S5y 3] Sy Sy 5 okt s T anal 0y ol

deals with components of Faith,
its conditions and its perfection which are the basic tools for
a "Momin" to get rid of severe punishment and obtain peace
in the next world. According to him, one has to believe in
Allah, His Angels, His Prophets, His Holy Books, death
and the Day of Judgment. Besides, one should follow the
five organs of Islam such as Tauhid, Namaz, Ruza, Haj and
Zakat . In the beginning, he quotes this verse of the Holy
Quran :
"Believe, therefore, in Allah

And His Apostle; and

In the Light which we Have sent down, And Allah

Is well acquainted

with all that ye do :(10)

After that he cites the well-known Hadith-i-Jibrail
regarding ‘faith’ that once Jabrail came to the Holy Prophet
in the presence of a body of his companions revealing to
believe in Allah, Angels, Holy Prophets, Holy Books,
Tauhid Risalat, Namaz, Ruza, Zakat, Haj, Thsan and signs
of Qiyamt.(11)

Thus the Sayyid has set six noble rules for "Haqiqat-i-
Iman” in the light of above cited Hadith which are belief in
(i)Allah _(ii)tAngles (iii) The Holy Books (iv) The Holy
Prophets (v) Day of Judgement (vi) five organs of Hagiqat-i-
Islam i.e. Shahadat, Tauhid, Risalat, Namaz, Ruza , Zakat
and Haj.
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Khulasatul Manaqib, there are references to the several
places visited by him such as, Muzdagan, Balkh,
Badakshan, Khata, Syria, Baghdad, Rum, Mavaraunnahr
(Transoxnia), Kashmir, Tibet, Ceylon and China.(8) During
these travels through the Muslim world, he was profited by
meeting eminent sufis and, as mentioned by Amin Ahmed
Razi in Haft Igleem, he met 1400 sufis and ulama. After
extensive tours of the Muslim world the Sayyid stayed at
Khatlan and wrote more than hundred books in Arabic and
Persian, Zakhiratul Mulluk being one of them.

to quote the Sayyid from Zakhiratul Muluk:

G2l g dalal el Jal o8 5 gt il gman &5 2 (Fie

Sbe 3 Js el 5 Winsk g plesal s Jal poazl 53 484Ul g
o s el Ll G s IS Wassj n Ul el
s ol 45 3 g ) 5 Coars Wb ot s g e )]
3 pe Sl 3 538 o e ST Wl S5y S szl
U jlas s ol alys g By sp o0 335 e 01l
sdomza pi6 il G758 el gt S (0 '.:c...'.*.!'u-git:b
pild n Jerte il 2 pasiu gl puladl] o < Lazdey ) 28
3y s CaSe J8a] S5 1 fee Gyma Sy kb szl
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In this paragraph, the Sayyid explains the reasons about
writing this book that for some time he was being requested
by different Muslim rulers, nobles, and seekers after truth to
write a book on Islamic system of government for their
guidance, because they were anxious to know about the
'Din’ and its teachings, so that they could purify their hearts
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