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A Lyric of Hazrat Imam Khomeini
Pain I need, remedy I need not
Grief I desive and runing I heed not,

Your lover, your lover I am and fond of you
For the disease of love, I never require a cure in lieu

I am the customer of thy unfaithfulness by my soul
Never do I wish you to give up playing this unkind role

Your oppression, O dear! is faithfulness to me
Then why should I aspire for fidelity

Thou art my pleasantness and I am but a dead
A dead person with pleasaniness I like not ahead

Unaware is sufi of the Union of the Friend
And I like not the sufies with an unclear trend

Thou art my prayers and my recitals indeed
Nothing from memories mentions and prayers more | need

Thou formest the Kiblah to any direction I turn my face
So need not I have a compass to run the Kiblah finding race

On whom you Cast a glance, self-sacrifice he welcomes
But [ stand as sacrifice for you who claims no ransoms

The entire horizons are bright because of your face
And need not I, hereagter, anvmore hypocritical base

From Flowers of knowledge

16




Rose water a symbol of Purity

"This is a discovery which was made during my reign
through the efforts of the mother of Noor Jehan, When she was
making rose water, a scum formed on the surface of the dishes into
which the hot rose water was poured from the jugs. She collected
this scum little by little When much rose water was obtained, a
sizeable portion of the scum was collected. It was of such strength
in perfume that if one drop of it is rubbed on the palm of the hand, it
scents a whole assembly and it appears as if many red rose buds had
bloomed all of a sudden. There is no other scent of equal excellence

T | A

Queen Noor Jehan and Emperor Jehangir were very fond of
rose, rose water and rose oil (artar ). It is said that rose water was
filled in the canal which was constructed along the rose garden
during their wedding celebrations. The bridal couple, while walking
on the side of the canal, noticed thick oily drops floating on the
surface. It was collected and named Attar-i-Jehangiri.

15







Rose water a symbol of Purity

roses. People in these cities organise special ceremonies, called
Jashn-i-Gul-i-Surkh, during which flowers are plucked before
sunrise for extraction of arfar.,

Rose in one of the most beautiful flowers in Iran. It is called
"Gul-i-Surkh” Which means red flower. It is also called "Gul-i-
Mohammadi.” This flower has five petals and is very fragrant,
mainly cultivated to obtain attar. Many stories and legends are
attributed to it. People narrate these stories in poetry and prose, As
one of the legends goes, songs of the nightingale were so much
fascinating and melodious that the white flowers blushed and
became red. Another popular legend is that the white flower got red
from the blood of a nightingale. The story of a Christian knight and
Persian slave girl is a famous legend in this regard. The story is as
follows:

It was during the old days when a Christian knight, named
Henry, visited the Gardens of Soloman in Damascus. He saw under
the cypresses the Saracian women who carried huge baskets of red,
white and pink petals of roses for making arrar. Among them, there
was a young beautiful slave girl Sheramur, who was singing a
melodious song. She normally used to sing while plucking the
flowers. One day, Henry got intoxicated with the perfumed
atmosphere and enchanting sweet voice of the girl, went to her and
requested her to sing the song for him alone. In the evening, the girl
sung this song for him in her purest voice. Overwhelmed by the
beauty of the girl and her bewitching voice, Henry asked her to
explain the meaning of the song. She told him that this song relates

13
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Iran, Holy Cities of Makkah and Madina, Damascus and across the
Hindukush mountains to Northern India and Kashmir. Later, 1t was
spread to parts of Europe, mainly Bulgaria, France, Germany,
Switzerland, Austria and Spain. |

Production of perfume in a rose starts with the manufacture
of unscented substances, called glucosides, in the same way as the
manufacture of starch, sugar, i.e. by combination of carbon dioxide
and water in sunlight. These glucosides are transported to the petals
by the plant sap, where they are hydrolysed into glucose and rose
alcohols in presence of sunlight enzyme. These alcohols are mildly
scented but can be further oxidized to aldehydes which are very
strongly scented.

Persia (Iran) is considered the cradle from where rose
growing developed in various parts of the world. The history of
rose culture is very old in this country. The art of obtaining rose
water and rose oil, therefore, is also very old. Fragrant roses were
extensively grown for this purpose in the provinces of Kashan and
Gurgan. Thousands of pounds of the rose petals were used to be
gathered each day for preparation of rose atfar. Till today, a number
of rose fields can be found in these provinces. During the rose
season, groves of roses can be seen, covering hundreds of miles,
making the whole atmosphere fragrant. Their fragrance can also be
felt in the outskirts of these cities. Nightingales make their nests in
rose shrubs and sing beautiful songs. The folk women and girls,
attired in their best local costumes, are seen plucking the roses and
carrying basket full of petals on their heads for making afrar of

12




BY DR, MAHMOODA HASHMI

ROSE WATER A SYMBOL OF PURITY

Roses have always been greatly valued and admired for their
perfume and enchanting fragrance. Extracting rose water and rose
oil or attar from the rose petals is and ancient practice, Rose water
perhaps is known as the oldest distilled fragrant water, used for
sprinkling in social and religious gatherings to keep the atmosphere
fresh and fragrant. This practice still exists. In our country and
elsewhere in the world, rose water is sprinkled during the Mahafil-i-
Milad, Eid days, Nauroz and other religious occasions as a symbol
of purity. Similarly, rose oil is the most pleasant fragrance and is
used as an essence for the perfumes all over the world. Otto of rose
is very expensive, enormous quantity of rose petals are required to
obtain a litre of romor (attar).

Perfumes are derived from essential oils which develop in
certain cells of each plant. The petals of the scented rose have, on
the surface, tiny perfume glands that are invisible to the naked eye,
but, can be observed with a microscope. The essential oil produced
and secreted by the glands is highly velatile and requires a
sufficiently high remperature and humidity in the air for its
development as scent to the full extent. The earliest achievement to
obtain rose oil were in parts of Western Asia, Iran, and Indo-Pak
subcontinent were famous for it. It is presumed that even before the
days of the Great Silk Route and Marco Polo, the rose had spread as
far as Samarkand in Central Asia. Then the traders took it to Kabul,

1
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The Quranic Foundation of Igbal's Philosophy of Ego
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In the above write-up, we have taken only a few of
the Quranic verses which have had a clear influence on Igbal and
seemed to have helped him evolve and formulate his Philosophy of
Ego. There are many more which could be quoted to prove the
point. But that may not be necessary as Igbal himself most proudly
submits to the Prophet in Rumooz-i-Bekhudi that if he had not
threaded the pearls of the Quran in his writings then:

!,-(_,J/_I:_:;_J 3 saswietild o wbd c/jf‘JJJ‘f/;"'jﬁ
[ [Dishonour and defame me on the Day of
Judgement and deprive me of kissing your
feet](43).

So exalted he feels for having utilized the Quranic wisdom in his
writings that he is prepared to undergo the highest punishment of the
indifference of the Prophet towards him, whom he holds in the
highest esteem after Allah, if he (Igbal) has conveyed in his
writings, anything other than what is contained in the Quran.

There is no doubt that Igbal does measure upto his
claims at least as for as his Philosophy of Ego is concemned.




The Quranic Foundation of Igbal's Philosophy of Ego

This ideal of perfection is not something of an
utopia, which is unattainable, The Quran confirms its realizability in
Prophet's journey to Miraj, which is the zenith of human self-
realization.

The Greek philosophers had tackled this question
quite differently. Plato for example. sees the culmination of human
self-realization in "resemblance to God" in an ethical sense.(35)
Aristotole argues that everything in the universe seeks to "become
God-like".(36) The problem with these two proposition is that when
things or human beings strive to become like Allah, they have
absolutely no model visible or alive to follow. It is because of this
reason that the Quran advises the believers:

"Say (O Muhammad to Mankind): If ye love
Allah follow me; Allah will love you ..."(37).

In keeping with the above Quranic command,
therefore, for Iqgbal the Prophet (PBUH) is the perfect model to be
emulated. He, thus, appeals:

y’lﬁ"frfﬁlﬁ-—/}r?}f{;ﬁ mwu_{;,!ﬁ‘_?ﬁyu,{ b

[O Muslim, endeavor to emulate the Prophet
Muhammad. If you don't, you are but going
astray like Abu Lahab](38).

Igbal considers each Ego to be a condidate for
immortality depending upon its degree of developement.(39) A full
grown Ego, he says, will remain perfectly calm on the Day of
Judgement.(40) This thought is obviously based on the Quranic
Verses;

"And there shall be a blast on the trumpet and
all who are in the Heavens and who are on
the Earth shall faint away save those in

whose case Allah wills otherwise"(41)

In Igbal's opinion, "those in whose case Allah ‘wills
otherwise", will be those individual Egos who have earned
immortality by reaching the highest point of development.(42)
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truthfulness and will to sacrifice and perform miraculous role in
rebuilding society through their charismatic leadership. He has
called them by different names such as "Mard-1-Qalandar”, "Mard-i-
Hur', "Momin" and so on.(27)

It may be seen that the foregoing galaxy of the
Quranic injunctions lends a definite unity to Igbal's Philosophy of
Ego which rests on three pillars. First, that all life is spiritual ,(28)
with the implication that only spirit has overriding importance.
Matter has only that much importance as is required to meet the
minimum requirement of the spirit. It is the spiritnal which ought to
be realized in man i.e. his Ego.

Second, that all life is individual.(29) which brings
to the fore the fact that all accountability is individual. Hence, it is
the individual responsibility of every man to do good deeds so as to
successfully withstand the cross examination of his Ego on the day
of judgemnt.

Third, that all life is unique.(30) Uniqueness refers
to the quality of the Ego which, it is able to acquire through self
developement, It is synonymous to goodness and freedom, and
refers to the distance of an Ego from the Ultimate Ego and, hence, is
a measure of its perfection. Each Ego has, therefore, to strive hard
to achieve an optimum measure of perfection. The three scales, i.e.,
those of the development of the Ego, its uniquencess and its
freedom, run parallel and are synonymous. A measure of
development achieved by an Ego is in fact a measure of its
uniqueness as well as freedom.

The Quranic verse describing the ascension(Miraj) of
the Holy Prophet (PBUH) that : "his eye turned not aside, nor did it
wander”, (31) helps Igbal to conclude that the highest development
of an Ego is reached when an Ego can communicate with another
Ego.(32) He calls it as the stage of "self-possession”- the ideal of
perfect manhood in Islam.(33) Igbal prefers to quote a Persian verse
to depict this stage: :

Pl T SO ) c.-ﬂ#i):*..é’..w;?ﬁ o

[Moses fainted away by a mere surface
illumination of Reality. Thou seest the very
substance of Reality with a smile](34).




The Quranic Foundation of Igbal's Philosophy of Ego

[It is the source and, fount of life And Keeps
up honours flame if blest with it you are a king if breft a prey to
shame](22). |
Further in Asrar-i-Khudi, he points out:

IS O Vi Y M Ol
[When a drop learns the lesson fo Ego by
heart It makes its worthless exisience, a
valuable pearl|(22).
The Self being a spiritual entity can only be educated through
obedience to the law of the Quran which is a moral code of human
conduct. The Quran thus directs:

"Q children of Adam ! If messengers of your
own come unto you who narrate unto you my
revelations, then whosoever refraineth from
evil and amendeth-there shall no fear come
upon them, neither shall they grieve"(23).
Igbal clads this idea in his Persian verse in Ramooz-ii-Bekhudi:

w"‘.'."-{l'w r} f_:ﬁyf:f{' ‘;IEAJ{;F&L—"'J 'J"{f.;f
[If you want to live as a Muslim. It is
impossible to do so without following the teachings of Quran](24).

Man's development in islolation has no social utility.
Each Ego is equivalent to a moral unit of society. If it is not trained,
it has adverse effects on society. Conversely, when trained and
developed properly, it radiates goodness and could be a forerunner
for an ideal society. Igbal, therefore, takes the training of the Ego as
a social act. It has to be undertaken within a society and not in
isolation. The whole purpose of training and developing the Ego is
to produce as Igbal calls the "self-concentrated individuals”,(25)
who can take charge of the society and spread goodness by personal
example. Igbal seems to have developed this idea from the Quranic
injunction:

" And amongst these who we had created are
a people who guide others with truth, and in
accordance therewith act justly"(26).

By the "self-concentrated individuals”, Iqbal means
those individuals who possess virtures wuch as boldness, creativity,

5




Danesh 37

there shall no fear come upon them neither
shall they grieve"(15).
To ensure that man derived full benefit from this
training, he was to be taken gradually from one stage to the next as
revealed in the Quranic verse:

"and by the moon when at full, that from
state to state shall ye be surely carried
onwards”(16).

This fact is highlighted by Igbal in Bal-i-Jibril:

= ab;,-,lfaf..i i'uf:_;ﬁ.;ﬁ'.: b/g?:%.*f&fr:.mlf#: -

[The handful of dust destined to reach out
beyond the skies, is still amongst the way
wanderers|(17).
Stressing on the importance of this training in the
career of man, which is in the making, the Quran thus warns:

"And be not ye like those who forget Allah
and who He hath, therefore caused to forget
their proper selves. Such men are evil
doers"(18).
Igbal captures the spirit of the above Quranic verse
and brings out in Zarb-i-Kaleem:

Jgu?;.;f;}_u L e (37 a I9a JU;;I _ﬁ!{f:‘:- a5

[When Faith and word with self loose contact
The nations self esteemed can't keep
intact](19). ;

Igbal is, therefore, clear in his mind that it is the Self
or the Ego of man which ought to be trained and developed without
which man, for sure, will go astray. The Quran further dwells on
this specific aspect of training and enjoins:

"He is indeed successful who causeth it (the
soul) to grow and he is indeed 4 failure who

stunteth 1t"(20). :
Igbal hasrepeatedly conveyed this important fact in scores of his
verses. We would like to quot only two of them here, In Bali-i-Jibril

he says: 5
;j;l._:z‘:xﬁg:..« ;:;ﬂh’";d‘;?u}'—.&' - Tl s &g J&de




The Quranic Foundation of Igbal's Philosophy of Ego

This thought, we find ingrained in the Quranic
injunction:

"If you do well, to your own behoof will ye
do well: And if ye do evil, against yourselves
will ye do it"(10).

The foregoing verse read with:

"Verily We proposed to the heaven and the
earth and to the mountains to receive the
'trust’ but they refused the burden and they
feared to receive it. Man undertook to bear it,
but has proved unjust, senseless"(11).
helps Igbal to deduce that the 'trust’ which the man had accepted
from Allah had factually been accepted at the peril of his own
accountability(12). And by accepting a free personality empowered
to make independent judgements and decisions to choose between
'good’ and ‘evil’, man had in fact run a great risk in rendering
himself liable to punishment on the day of judgement, highlighted in
the Quranic verses:

"... He hath taken note of them and
remembered them with exact numbering: and
each of them shall come to Him on the day of
Resurrection as a single individual"(13).
The same verses further assist him to determine that all life is
individual. None can bear the burden of the other. Each one would
be rewarded or punished for his own deeds.

Additionally, the duality of human nature, as
revedled in the Quranic verse:

"Man prayeth for evil, as he prayeth for
good; for man was very hasty',
clearly establishes for him the need for training man for which Allah
had assumed responsibility to impart guidance. The Quran, thus,
stresses:

"We said: Go down, all of you, from hence;

but Verily there cometh unto you from Me a
guidance; and whoso followeth My guidance,
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BY M. ASHRAF CHAUDHRY

THE QURANIC FOUNDATIONS OF
IQBAL'S PHILOSOPHY OF EGO

Igbal has liberally used the Quranic wisdom in his
prose and poetic works. In fact almost every aspect of his
philosophy i.e. knowledge, evolution, religion, and so on has a firm
anchoring in the Quranic tradition either directly or indirectly
through the practice of the Prophet (PBUH). These twin sources
have for certain, not only stimulated his thoughts but have also had a
definite formative influence on it.

The philosophers and metaphysicians of antiquity
and those who followed them only speculated about the human soul
without reaching any definite conclusions about its various aspects.
Igbal based his philosophy of soul (Ego) on the Quranic revelations,
and provided answers to many aspects of the Ego which the
philosophers and the metaphysicians had hitherto failed to arrive at,

philosophically.

Knowing the limits of philosophy, he argues that it is
not possible to get a clue of the Ego as a soul substance, because by
hypothesis it does not reveal itself to experience(1). He therefore
proceeded to base his philosophy of Ego on the Quranic revelations.

He has used the following Quranic injunction
regarding the concept of Allah:

"Say: Allah is one

All things depend on Him

He begetteth not, and He is not begotten;
And there is none like unto Him"(2).

~ He emphasizes the unquestionalble autonomy and
incomparable individuality of Allah whom he calls the Ultimate Ego.
The Quranic verses: -

"Who made all things good which He created
and He began the creatin of man from clayz...

1
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