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The thought content is compact and forceful in
Khadim.s Rubaiyat guatrains

which are collected in his book Rangeen Rubaiyun,
1950. His Rubiayat have

got a note of pessimism as they depict the

Some of his Rubaeys transitory nature of the world

which reflect the image of human feelings are
certainly

enjoyable:

One glance can Qive away the secret and you
discover love and hatred,

enmity and cheating.

Eyes are mirrors.

They show all the reflections of the heart.
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ol i Jaypa K08

~.brought  out a volume of light essays on
miscellaneous subjects in his
book . "Khak and Kana ". Some of his essays deal
with contradictory phases of
life viz, Sorrow & happiness, Spring & Autumn.
praise & censure etc. and
speak volumes of wisdom. His essays are
informative and are written in
simple & direct style (P.106)
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Sadarangani.s poems & articles in Persian are well
received. in the literary
circles of Iran.(P.106)
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English:

I- Vision Volume 4 issue3 6ct 1993, Editor, Agha Shaukat Ali
199-D, LCCHS, Lahore

2- National Development and Society Vol- 2, SR Number-3
August 1993, Chief Editor Fasahat H. Syed, Foundation for
Research on National Development and Security
(FRIENDS) P.O. 299 , Rawalpindi.

3-Hamdard Islimicus - Editor Hakim Mohammad Said
Hamdard Foundation Pakistan, Nazimabad, Karachi.

4- Vigilant Vol-1, No- 33,34, P-1045-B-6, Saidpur Road
Rawalpindi

5- The Pak Futurist 7: 1993 (Annual) - 37 School Bhatai Road,
F-7/1, Islamabad.

6- Echo of [slam, Chief Editor, H. Tehrani P.o. Box 14155-
3897, Tehran. Iran.
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Suleha Abid Husain

seminar and Moshaira was inaugurated by the President of
India. It was a great homage paid to Maulana Alaf
Hussain Hali - the pillar of modern Urdu poetry.

The admittedly historical outcome of this palatial
function was that it proved a matrix of the Haryana Urdu
Aciddemy. Thus a dignified credit for safeguarding Urdu in
India undoubtedly went to Saiyadain's sister. Iran Culture
Centre Rawalpindi celebrates "Hali Day" every year on the
occasion of Death Anniversary of Khwaja Altaf Husain
Hali 1.e. 31st December 1914.

This lady of letters remained busy in the service of
Urdu language and literature till her end at the age of 75.

11117
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language, scenario, conversation, characterisation and
sentiment. Through her novels Saleha endeavoured to bring
about some positive changes in the sophisticated style of
thinking and the outmoded way of life. Among all her
published novels, "AZRA" and "AATISH-E- KHAMOSH"
got the maximum popularity. She also wrote some plays
which were not only published but staged as well.

She had also an astonishing command over the art
of essay-writing and the verbal pigmentation of living
sketches. On her grandfather, Maulana Altaf Hussain Hali,
she wrote a number of books both for adults and teenagers.
In 1987, she managed to publish two volumes of her
sketches under the titles "JANEWALOON KI YAD" and
"BAZM-E-DANISHWARAN". In these books, she has
picturised the prominent personalities of the Sub-Continent
who impinged upon the educational, cultural and literary
perspective of the masses.

Saleha Abid Hussain was fully aware of the
importance of Juvenile literature in Urdu. AS such, she
wrote more than a dozen of books for children ranging
from novel and plays to story and essays. The language she
employed, is easy to read and the subject she selected is
highly informative and inspiring for teenagers.

Despite her old age, she was engaged in uplifting
Urdu literature in India. Through her essays, novels, short
stories, biographies and plays, she had contributed a lot to
this language. In recognition of her literary services she
was awarded Ghalib Award - the most dignified literary
prize in India.

It was entirely due to Saleha's efforts that in
December 1985, Maulana Hali Day was observed in his, as
well as her native place Panipat on a gigantic scale. The
colorful celebration based on exhibition, symposium,

10




Saleha Abid Husain

The possibility of change is the greatest asset of
man in his present surroundings.

Yours sincerely

Mohammad Igbal

Begum Saleha Abid Husain, the younger sister of
Ghulam-us-Saiyadain, was born in panipat in the year
1913, She got nourishment in such a surrounding where
education, Muslim civilization and literature reigned
supreme. As a result, these inherited qualities persuaded her
not even to acquire education, but also to follow the
footsteps of her literary ancestors, brother as well as cousin
Khawaja Ahmed Abbas, the story writer of the first rank.
After marriage, she came under the influence of her
husband Dr. Abid Husain, who was well-known throughout
the Sub-continent both as educationist and playwright. He
had the credit to serve Jamia Millia, Delhi as its Vice
Chancellor.

Saleha was gifted with the ability to write fiction in
full swing. She had thoroughly studied the real way of life
as led by the middle class Muslim families of Delhi and its
adjoining areas. As such, she tried to depict the whole
situation arising out of the conflict between the ancestral
civilization and the modern trends in culture. Dealing with
this alarming issue, she fabricated hundred of stories
among which "Sambhala" won the recognition of a
masterpiece in response to its technique, theme, tone and
tempo.

This learned lady was a noted novelist as well. She
had etched the Mughal based civilization, the assorted
social phenomena and the past traditions of the Muslim
families in her novels with triumphant command over
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philosopher but as a viable thinker, a great humanist and
the most gifted and significant interpreter of the universal
message of Islam for the modern world. Although Igbal
expired before the first edition of this remarkable book
appeared in 1938, and thus remained deprived of his
persual, yet the author had managed to send him the
original manuscript in June 1936. Igbal was too prompt to
go through it and in appreciation of the work, wrote a letter
to Saiyadain which is in itself the emblematic of his
educational philosophy:

Lahore
21st June, 1936

My dear Saiyadain,

Thanks for your letter which I
received a moment ago. Your summary is
excellent and I have got nothing to add.
My ¥~ will, I hope, be published about the
end of June and I will send you an advance
copy. This collection has a part devoted lo

=7 3 . You may not find anything new
in it; yet if it reaches you in time you may read
the portion mentioned above.

I suppose you are aware of the
educational implication of Leibnitz's monadism.
According to him the monad (the mind of man)
is a closed mind incapable of absorbing external
forces. My view is that the monad is essentially
assimilative in its nature. Time is great
blessing (4l y8 28081 Ol o) g5 ¥ ).
While it Kills and Destroys it also expands and
brings out the hidden possibilities of things.




BY DR. MAHMUDUR RAHMAN
ISLAMABAD

SALEHA ABID HUSAIN

With the sad demise of Begum Saleha Abid Husain
in January 1988, the chapter of a reputed literary clan of
Panipat (Delhi) has come to be closed. Descending from
Hazrat Ayub Ansari (R.A), the companion of the Holy
Prophet (P.BU.H), this dignified family produced a number
of personalities who had rendered a futuristic mould to the
vogue way of writing and the trend of thinking through
their broad-based revolutionary ideas. The first name to be
recalled in this respect is that of Khawaja Altaf Husain
Hali, a renowned poet, critic, biographer and reformer. The
other man of repute was Khawaja Ghulam-us-Saiyidain, a
noted educationist and literature who was the real brother
of Saleha Begum.

It may be interesting to note that Saiyidain was the
first person who wrote a comprehensive book on poet-
philosopher Allama Igbal as early as 1936 entitled
"IQBAL'S EDUCATIONAL PHILOSOPHY" Its

dedication runs as follows:

Dedicated
to
Th Deeply Loved And Revered Memaory
of
IQBAL
Great Poet, Great Philosopher, Great Muslim
and Great Humanist.

The book embedies a lucid presentation of the
creative ideology of Igbal, not only as an educational
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For the moment, it is not relevent to go into the authenticity or
otherwise of these events, but both of these incidents also
exhibit the result of the respect of the Hindus and the Muslims
they enjoyed. Was it not the result of their considerate attitude
towards both these communities? Was it not the consequence
of the cultures which came into existence as a synthesis of the
Muslim or Persian and Hindu cultures and known today as the
composite culture. Urfi-e-Shirazi, a poet of Akbar's reign,
certainly visualized the same event when he wished that:
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a result, it found itself drawn nearer to the Muslims. This
happy fusion again created congenial atmosphere for the
growth of a composite culture, a culture which was the result of
friendly assimilation of various segments of society and
imbibing the cultural elements of eachother.

Another important aspect which facilitated the creation
of a composite culture was the need to learn Persian by the
Hindus. As a consequence of the Muslim rule with Persian as
the administrative language, the non-Persian speaking Indians
realised the importance and urgency of learning Persian. We
find a large number of Hindu Persian pocts and writer during
the Mughal period. They have left their work on its literary
history, particularly in the branches of poctry, lexicography,
epistolography, historiography, etc. Persian thus , was
Indianised. It was enriched with Indian vocabularly, homely
metaphors and imageries drawn from Hindu Muslim beliefs.

Apart from it, the Indian vernaculars readily accepted a
number of . Persian words and expression. This again lead to the
creation and promotion of a common culture in India.

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, a scholar of repute and

deep insight, has rightly summed up this intermingling of the
two cultures - the Musiim and the Hindu - through Persian in
these words:
"In every walk of Indian life the influence of Persian language
and cultire is evident to this day. In all the languages of India,
we have thousands of words derived from Persian. For almost
eight hundred years, Persian held a dominant place in Indian
life. Thousands of Indians, many of them Hindus, used this
language with great skill and mastery."

Kabir and Guru Nanak are two well-known
personalities of our country. It is narrated that when they
passed away, the Muslims wished to bury them while the
Hindus wanted to burn their corpse according to their belief.
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He was visualizing to create a new edifice of social order
which may not suffer any harm and be acceptable to all,

Similarly, when Abul Fazl, the able and farsighted
minister of Akbar, wrote an inscription for a place of worship
at Kashmir, he expressed in it that:

FULS RS s A Lo S e Lo,
It was again to minimize the differences between the various
religious groups living in this country and then bringing them
nearer to each other. He was actually trying to convince the
worshippers to line with the conceptof ' = 7 A= "

Prince Mohammad Dara Shukooh, a crusader for the
creaton of better understanding between the Hindus and the
Muslims, found time to have contacts with a number of Hindu
Sanskrit scholars. He translated fifty upanishads into Persian
under the title of Sirr-e-Akbar. A translation of Bhagwat Gita is
also ascribed to him. Moreover, Yoga Vasishta was rendered
into Persian at his behest. Majma' al-Bahrain is again a
scholarly work of Dara shukooh in the field of comparative
study of the basic tenents of Islam and Hinduism. In this work,
the Prince has taken great pains in bringing out the similarities
in between the Islamic and Hindu way of life. Thus he has
passionately tried to bring the followers of these two religions
nearer to each other.

It is a historical fact that the Mughals had a broader
outlook in their treatment with the non Muslim population, As




Apart from it, there is hardly any aspect of Indian life
which has not been rendered into Persian directly or through
trarislations from the original sources in Sanskrit works on
medicine, ethics, history, culture, music, arithmetic, astronomy,
religion legend etc. were translated mostly from Sanskrit into
Persian. Since the literature of a nation is expression of its
mind, soul and heart, these translation enjoyed great value for a
better understanding of India as a whole. Some of these
translations were undertaken by the help and under the
guidance of Hindu Sanskrit scholars, A Brahman called
Bhujan, helped Rukn al-Din Samarqandi in the early 13th
century in translating Amrat Kunda, a work on Hindu
mysticisin, first into Arabic and then Persian. In the same
century. Sultan Jalal al-Din Khalji showed intellectual interest
in the Hindu learning and scholarship. Zia al-Din Nakhshabi
adopted fifty two stories into Persian from Suka Satpati, a
Sanskrit work, in 1329 A.D. It was almost during this period
when Amir Khusrau Dehlavi worked whole heartedly and
dedicatedly to introduce, eulogise, and propagate the Indian
culture through his Persian works. Akbar under took the
responsibility of getting Sunskrit works translated into Persian
with great zeal. Abul Fazl explains the spirit behind this
venture of Akbar in these words:

"Having observed the fanatical hatred between the Hindus and
the Muslims, and being convinced that it arose only from
mutual ignorance, the enlightened monarch wished to dispel
the same by rendering the books of the former accessible to the
later:. Athar Veda, Ramayane, Mahuabharata, Bhagwat Gita ete.
are the Sanskrit works rendered into Persian during this period.

Akbar's concept of " g (peace with all) was
also meant to create harmony in the divergent social elements.
A number of poets and writers of this period worked th rough
their Persian works to promote this noble purpose of their
patron. When Faizi composed that:




Danesh 36

cultural, literary religious, political and even scientific
acuvities of the Indians irrespective of their caste and creed.

As the great literatures of the world, Persian literature is
se¢caular n its outlook. The great Persian poets and writers of
both Iran and India have adorned their works with ideas and
thoughts having universal appeal. Sa'di declre's:

A:r’fn-f./;l}-':.‘-:" Tus S ﬁ["..(ifln.._f':‘ﬁ " Iz
J';)Jtﬁbiﬁfl i mi":..u.h,r#:;
U’Jr.&’;’&‘r/fﬁ; & dwlks 2FS
Ghazali, the first poet laureate of Akbar, who is buried at
Sarkhej, Ahmadabad, Gujarat, submited, that:
(A I/ PR YYRW 1) P

(Since no one knows who would be rejected and who would be
accepted in the eyes of God, better do not speak ill of others as
it is bad in itself).

Similarly, the Muslim Saints and the sufis by their message of
love in Persian created a congenial atmosphere for getting
together of the Indian people from all walks of life. It was only
love for them whick was eternal:

(it co NS Fse K 8 S st h S
Once Khawja Nezam ul-Din-e-Auleya, a great Chishti saint,
uttered-

PHlebip e Be S5 gl e (P

(Eveiry group of people have a distinet way of life. They have
their own religion and their own sacred places)

This all did not go unheuard. Such expressions were
reciprocated by the acceptance of Persian as an important
language of scholarship and learning. It also led to the creation
of a better understanding of Persian culture.




BY DR. S.H. QASEMI
DELHI UNIVERSITY

PERSIAN LITERATURE
PROMOTION OF COMPOSITE CULTURE

In India Persian language and literature has played a
significant role in bringing the various segments of the India
society closer. Thus it has paved the way for a culture which
emanated from the synthesis of the Persian and Indian cultural
streams. The same cultural synthesis resulted in the creation of
a new culture termed today as "Composite Culture” It has also
been named as Indo - Persian culture. It is, indeed a valued
legacy of the medieval India.

Our composite culture is not an outcome of a very
simple and short process. It is the result of the years old
constant and conscious endeavours of the Indians of the

medieval period. &
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4 Long before the advent of the Muslim rule in India, the
Persian, their language and culture was known to the Indians.
The moment the Muslim rule was established in India, the
Muslim culture dominated by the Persian cultural elements
came into direct contact with the Indian culture, This contact
provided the opportunities for mutual understanding, mutual
appreciation, mutual interest and mutual influence.

As a common medium of expression between the
various units of India. With the foundation of the Muslim rule,
Persian became the sovereign language of this country.
Gradually it became the official language, and a vehicle of the
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