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"Before the idols when I speak
They bow in adoration I seek
And late at night when I do pray
In ecstasy I learn to sway".

He has recognized ultimate truth through the beautiful
objects of Nature. Like William Wordsworth, he delved deep into
the mysteries of Self through the landscapes and scenes of Nature,
Like Wordsworth, he never claimed to be a panthiest, but his
following couplet reveals the spiritual belief of the poet. He says:

il K 3a ot oS kS Jal gl pa
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"To us seers of truth of Him
Without prophets was dawn a hymn",

The natural sceneries bewitched his hyper-sensitive soul.
When the stars glittered and the thrush twittered, when the moon -
like elves glanced and the leaves of trees danced, the soul of Josh
soared to higher zones and touched the spiritual zenith. His heart
throbbed and his eyes gushed.

His fifteen poetical works and four prose books reveal the
deeper recesses of his pathetic heart and meditative mind. The
posthumously published collection of his poetry book "MIZRAB-
O-MEHRAB" is a commendable addition to Urdu literature. His
prose is also full of wit and wisdom. The Gulistan and Bostan of
Saadi and the Essays of Bacon are, of course, a compendium of
practical wisdom but the "MAQALAT-E-ZARREEN"; "OWRAQ-
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Danesh 34

intellectual veracity. In several of his poems he has referred to
those around him as puny figures. Such intellectual dwarfs are
abundant in every society who,with the tinge of pseudo-scholarship
pollute the noble and pure intellectual arena. Josh had serious
complaint against ignorance, illiteracy and sycophancy. He had
cursed poverty, slavery and colonialism. He abhorred priesthood,
factionalism parochialism, regionalism, feudalism, sectarianism
and asceticism. He was a zealous advocate of humanitarianism and
universalism. He firmly believed in action and reason. He was a
straight-forward man.

Like Byron, he was a child of pleasure. He disdained
hypocrisy. He never felt any fear in expressing his views. Once he
said that he had always suffered for speaking truth. During the
Martial Law regime he faced hard times and bore the pangs of
isolation. His visitors were checked and chased by the secret
agencies. But he never bowed down before worldly and material
interests. He was unnecessarily teased and tortured. He was a poet,
He had no political designs. We strongly condemn those agencies
who always try to curb and crush the contest of free thinking. Our
people have achieved the stage of democracy, rationalism and
liberty after sacrificing countless precious lives on the altar of
suppression, repression and oppression. When his autobiography
"YADON KEE BARAT" was published, a large section of society
condemned him and branded him as a debauch and an infidel. He
was scoffed and scolded for confession of his sins. Indeed, he had
made some confessions. Nobody condemned Bertrand Russell in
England when, in his autobiography, he made certain confessions
about his private life. Rather he was praised for his truthfulness.
Why do we forget that we all are human beings? To err is human,
to accept errors is super-human, and to avoid errors divine. Hafiz

Sheerazi had said:
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