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Danesh 31

It is this particular emotion of Allama Igbal which
made him inspire the whole people of the region with a new

spirit, as we find in his following Urdu poem:

|0 oo S (8 g es lals Buis s
Wgio e g dY GLOLES L aa UyS,
88 oaa 2B e L0550 sl
didpas 3 Il JBLS o ) 5aY

However, he mixes up Urdu and Persian when he

speaks of the spark of common love which arises from the

heart of Asia:

oS S (g8 Js S Ll ) e
IJJ..IIJ_ILJ uL'hl_n-u-ll I.L.l_:,......a-l"l- _-‘-l T
J._al JiJ_i;..L-l| Jlﬁ.}lmi JLS.J :J......-ﬁi J{'H
I 5 (gl Sad) s ol ol L AS

It is this Kohisar, the land characterised by the hissar
ranges - the land of Tajikistan - which has once again arisen
1o bnng together the Tajiki world and give to the people a
new sense of awakening. May the detk people live long to

continue their life and culture:




e e

A Region of Cultural Intergration

continued to be taught in this manner all along the British
domination.

Even then Tajiki-Persian was adopted by our poets
whenever a soul-stirring message has to be given, as we find
in the following verse of Allama Muhammad Igbal in his

Zabur-i-Ajam:

Col ] 2blypd] A Apab Ul s Sl paly purshod diile dod 4yl
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In another ghazal Allama Igbal prays:

e el i _p-;_jlaL-—nT NEPES FUY K g O RO
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Allama Igbal rises far above his place of origin,
which in his life-time was called India but now it is in
Pakistan. For the first time he speaks of the cultural unity of
the entire Tajiki-Iranian world in the following verse:
Sl o oy iy pis 03l > S
e 3 Y Ll I U6
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praises Lahore in several verses and when he was far away
in Ghazni, confined in the prison, fervently showers his
pangs of love on this city. A few examples are given below:

Egldﬁ;_,g-:;r&_,}gl_;Ugl_'.'_i1u.; E‘_ﬁd’i—gw‘_ﬂ!dﬁglwﬁrbﬂ
tsl S gl yiopiay gl 30 Cuhib i 551055 nenl U

sl S 8e o poimaSe oo b i et 5 30 )

From the prison his soul-stirring verse is most
appealing:

WS ol s a8 e iny g e LS
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And lastly from his Diwan his longing for Lahore can
be well appreciated:

(ol @il Uy a8 S sk ISy Las 5 Jls
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From this time onward the city of Lahore has been a
great centre of Tajiki (Persian) language and culture. Its
influence in the language and literature of Punjabi is
immense. This tradition has continued right down to our
own time, except that the British replaced the Persian by
English as official language after their occupation. As a
result the vernacular became popular and Persian, the
language of culture, became classical language for us. It was

2
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BY: PROFESSOR EMERITUS

DRE. AHMAD HAS AN DANI

Quaid-e-Azam University
Islamabad.

FROM LA E TO TAJIKISTAN:
A REGION OF CULTURAL INTERGRATION

Lahore is correctly Lauh or Rau or_Ravi and_Ur or
Pur, i.e. literally "City on the Ravi" (river). It came into
limelight only in the 10th century A.D. during the time of
the Ghaznavid Sultans, a line of rulers deriving their
political authority from the tajiki-Samanid dynasty of
Bokhara. It is natural therefore that Lahore of the time
should assume the appearance of a Central Asian city. But
unfortunately that city has not been traced so far. Probably
its remains were washed away by the destructive currents of
the Ravi. However, what has survived is the language - the
language of the Tajiki (Persian) speaking people who
followed in the train of Ghaznavid Sultans, settled in this
city and gave to it not only the language for the first time but
also a new colour and a new taste of life. Above all it is this
time which gave to Lahore its great mystic saint, Sayyid Al
Hujweri, popularly known as Data Saheb, who wrote here
the most remarkable book, Kashful Mahjub. in Tajiki -
Persian language. He was responsible for the spread of Islam
in this region. His dargah, which must have been situated
outside the city of that time, is still well preserved.

There were other Tajiki (Persian) poets and scholars
who came here and made Lahore their home. Among them
Mas'ud bin sa'd bin salman, who died in 515 A H./112]
A.D., has left behind a memorable Diwan, in which he

%
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