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Danesh 29-30

him to visit that country. First he visited Iran along with
his wife Pritima Devi and J.J. Babai, the Head Priest of
the Parsi Anjuman of India in the afternoon of 1932. The
Minister of Cultural Affairs with a group of Iranian
scholars received him. He stayed at a literary society
called "Bagh -e- Nayyar - uddauleh where his seventieth
Birthday was celebrated with eclat. After a short stay at
Teheran he along with his companians set out for Shiraz
and finally via Hamadan and Kirmanshah, they moved
towards Mesopotamia. This time his only purpose to visit
Iran was to invite an Iranian Professor to teach Persian
language and literature at the University which he had
founded.

In 1934, Tagore re-visited Iran to participate in
the Firdausi Millinnium Celebrations and to visit several
literary institutes. This visit of Tagore to Iran proved
very fruitful in strengthening the cultural relations and
promoting the age old friendship between the two nations
of India and Iran.

Rabindra Nath Tagore shall always shine in the
vast firmament of global culre and civilization and in
Iran - the land of civilization, sufism and literature,
Tagore is profoundlyadored and his name is eternally
inscribed in the annals of the East. I conclude this paper
with the prophecy of the great man: "I shall not commit
the sin of losing my faith in man and about his future and
foresee an age when the great tragedy will come to the
end and a new chapter in the history of man will begin.
Once again the world will be bereft of lusts. Perhaps
there will be a silver lining in this horizon of the East
where from even the Sun rises. At that time, the
undefeated man, inspite of all the obstructions and
impediments, will plan for his victories with a view to
regain his lost heritage”.(12)
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philosophy through the centuries. Those days, inspite of
geographical distance and all sorts of hurdles, we had
continued to keep our spiritual contacts. In recent past,
our relations were snaped which adversely affected our
friendships. But we have not altogether forgotien our age
old ties and especially now, when the process of
awakening has begun in Asia. We shall once again try
to revive our life time friendship. Having heard about
this awakening, you have come to India so that we may
be able to re-ignite our lamps and revamp our Indo-
Iranian civilizations side by side. With our common
songs we will arouse enthusiasm in Asia to achieve our
truthful ends.”

Iran shall never forget Tagore. In 1961, the
University of Teheran celebrated the Tagore Centenary
for two days. Iran had also sent its delegates at the
Tagore Centenary held at Delhi from 12-17 Novermber,
1961. Besides speeches high lighting the greatness of
Tagore, the Committee of Teheran University had also
decided to adorn one of the halls of an academic institute
with a tablet in the memory of Tagore's visits to Iran and
to name a high-school after him. Moreover, the
Committee had also recommended the translation of some
of his works into Persian and it was in the fitness of the
things that a special issue of a journal on Tagore was
brought out by the Arts Faculty of the Teheran
University.

The encyclopaedias in the Persian language have
paid rich tributes to Tagore. The Encyclopaedia
Dehkhuda in the biography of Tagore calls him "a great
scholar” while our learned Professor Qaznavi remembers
him as "a great contemporary historical personality”.

The love and admiration of Tagore for the
culture, philosophy and literature of Iran twice impelled

11
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and thus exposing the malice and prejudice of the
Britishers against Iran. The first decade of the 20th
Century was withnessing unrest and turbulence in the
sub-continent. While the terrorist activities were on the
increase, a faction of the nationalists nurtured the idea of
achieving India's independence through force and
political assassinations. Against the back drop of
hostilities and bloodbath, Tagore emerged with the
gospels of humanism safeguard civilization and protect
the barriers of society against all sorts of dangers and
threats. He tried to bring about a change in the medieval
thinking of the Indians through his powerful writings.
The great thinker d'spelled superstitions and vehemently
condemned the rites of Sati as heinous sin.(10) He never
abandoned his efforts to gain the freedom of man and his
country so much that when he forthwith returned the
coveted title of "Sir” to the British Vicerory, saying:

"The time has come when honours and awards are
being looked down upon. On my part, without such
awards, T want to be in the midst of my countrymen who
are being contemptuousty and inhumanely treated.
Therefore, I shall request you to take back the honour
bestowed upon me by His Imperial Crown."(11)

It left a tremendous impact upon the people of
India and helped them to realize a new spirit in
themeselves.

On 9th January 1933, Tagore had written a welcome
address with his red ink in honour of Professor Pour-e-
Daud which displays his love and regards for Iran:

Mr Pour-e-Daud, .

I welcome you to India as a messenger of the
great Iran. History proves that we the people of India and
[ran_are brothers and have been enjoying close
relationships in the realms of art, literature and

10



Dr. Raza Mustafavi

Pazargadae in a volume entitled The Gret Man which was
published by the University of Teheran in 1962.
The other works of Tagore rendered into Persian

are:

The Hundred Verses of Tagore by Ziauddin Behroosh
(1935, Caluttta), and again The Hundred Verses of
Tagore by Professor Pour-e-daud (1961, University of
Teheran) whose verses were selected by Tagore himself
and is regarded as the first Persian translation of Tagore.
The Commandments of Zoraster by Abdul Husain
Sepanta, The Gardener by K. Khatir (1955 Teheran),
Crisis_ In Civilization by Mohammad Tafazzoli, Our
Songs In a Child's Dream by Naseeruddin Doost (1963,
Meshad), Chitra by Dr. Fathul-lah Majtabai (Neel
Publication 1955, Teheran), Fruit Gathering by
Naseeruddin Dost (1955, Teheran). 14th April, 1941, on
his Eightieth Birthday, Tagore personally delivered an
address in which he had analysed the causes of the War
and had also presented his proposals for global peace.
The address is considered as a master piece of prose
work and was published with the heading - "The Religion

of Man" in persian. The Eternal Songs by G.L. Tikku

(1961 Teheran), The Wrecked Ship by Abdul
Mohammad Aeiyeti (1965, Teheran), The Cresent Moon

by Mohammad Mehr Yar (1962, Faculty of Arts,
University of Isfehan), Who was Zoraster, what was his
contribution? by Abdul Husain Sepanta (1930, Iran
League, Bombay).

Tagore loved Iran. he had sweet memories
associated with his visits to that country, During those
days, the Britishers had bitter relations with Iran so they
used to distort her image in the newspapers published by
them in India. As her real admirer Tagor used to do his
bit of work by projecting her true picture to the Indians

9




Danesh 29-30

might have happened in the case of the Persian translation
of Tagore because the experts of Indian poetry maintain
that the poetry of Tagore is rich in new metrical patterns,
elegant, phymes and fine pictorial thoughts which infact
defy translation.(9) However, as a result of the keen
interest of the Iranians in Tagore in particular and in the
rich cultural heritage of India in general, the following
works of Tagore have been made available in Persian:

- The Gitanjali is the book of verse, containing
mystical songs and elements of Indian philosophy, which
has conferred immortality upon Tagore. In it, the poet
glorifies GOD and puts MAN on a high pedestal by
determining his position in different religions and schools
or philosophy. The book contains a message of truth and
beacons those who are groping in darkness. It is the first
book of the East to win the Nobel prize for its author in
1913, Husain Shahbaz translated it into Persian from its
English translation done by Tagore, himself. In the
winter of 1984, five thousand copies of Gitanjali were
published by the Elmi Publicaion in Teheran.

Sacrifice containing the plays: Sacrifice, the Post
Office, the Ascetic, Malini, the King and Queen, was
translated into Persian by Faridun Gargani. In a single
volume, it was twice published in 1961 and 1980 by the
Bureau of Translation and Publication in Teheran,

Seventy articles of Tagore with the headings:
Changes In Nature, Problems of Education, Then what?
The presidential Address, The East And the West, Indian
University, In the Process of Movement, thy will Be
Done. The Centre of Indian Civilization, Lessons In
Unity, The Voice of Truth, Struggles for Freedom, The
School of A Poet, The City And The Village, Co-
operation, The Transitory Period, Crisis In Civilization
were translated into Persian by Dr. Allaudding
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in Bengali and have not been adequately translated,
therefore, Tagore has not got the apt recognition in the
world which he rightly deserves. At the nipe age of
seventy he began to paint and incourse of ten years he
produced three thousand paintings and some ofthem are
marvellous indeed.

Though, Tagore i1s a man of many parts bul
primarily he is a poet as good as Victor Hugo or Goethe.
He admits himself"Now, when I am at the fag end of my
life, in retrospect I see a poet in me... | do not claim that
I am a scholar of devinity or a political leader nor do |
claim that I am a xocial reformer or a religious head but
I simply say that I am a poet”.(7) .

The late Ibrahim Pour-e-Daud, professor of
Persian Literature at the University of Teheran writes
about Tagore in his reminiscences: While talking, Tagore
has repeatedly told me, "I think nobody knows me in
Teheran because none ofmy works has been translated
into Persian”. When I heard him saying it more than
once, I promised him that I would do it with the help of
one of the teachers there named Ziauddin who was rather
acquainted with Persian. I translated a humdred poems of
Tagore from Bengali into Persian.(8)

Unlike those days, today, Tagore is famous as the
areatest Bengali Savant and the most outstanding Indian
poet in Iran. Though the rendering of the works of
Tagore in to Persian is a difficult task, nontheless, most
of his works have been translated into Persian. His works
are originally in Bengali of which some have been
translated into English by Tagore himself, a few by
others into English and various languages but the fact
remains that in the process of translation the poetic
beauty withers away and at times the subjectivity of the
translators ovrshadows the original piece. Perhaps this
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And if he cannot make the ugly, he is deficient (in
skill) Hence, He (God) is the creator of (both) the
infidel and the sincere (faithful).

From this point of view, then (both) infidelity and
faith are bearing witness (ti Him) both are
bowing down in worship before His
Lordliness".(5)

Tagore spells out that the biggest problem
confronting man in his world is the existence of evil.
Man shall always remain inflicted by the grief and
sorrow which are undoubtedly indespensible for him,
here. By talking about evil in life one also proves the
point of human imperfection. Therefore, it should be
accepted without any hesitation that beneath every
human-creation generally lies an imperfection.

Similar to Tagore, Rumi also does not deny the
existence of evil and believes in the fact taht nothing is
vicious in the world, however, it is man who percieves it
as good or bad. Infidelity is considered to be detrimental
to human-being but God sees in it a great wisdom. Every
work performed by man is out of his nexessity or urge.
Rumi illustrates the point by citing the example of a
sugar candy and says that in its preparation a stick is
fixed in the centre around which the syrup crystallizes.
Though the stick appears odd in sugar candy, nonetheless,
it is necessarily there. He believes that evil does not exist
in life. if it is at all there, the existence of it is akin to the
stick in the sugar candy. None of the souls and bodies are
undesirable, in fact, they are the specimens of His

craftsmanship:
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full of concepts that bear ample similitudes with the
thoughts of Tagore. In fact, the close cultural ties between
India and Iran became manifest in mysticism and ethics
of the two ancient civilizations and further blossomed in
various forms in the literature produced in India and
Iran. For example, the ideas of Tagore in his book
"Sadhana" reveal complete ideological resemblance to the
thoughts of Rumi in his "Mathnavi”. Sadhana is
considered to be one of the most difficult works of
Tagore and significant as far as the genius of human
mind is concered. It contains eight chapters dealing with
topics such as: man and existence, soul and consience,
human problems, man and his study in respect of love
and action, beauty and eternity.
[ They are the same problems upon which the
philosophers of Iran like Mulla Sadra and others have

reflected. Rumi, too, has discussed them at length in his
Mathnavi. For instance, as regards the cause of the birth
of evil which is one the subject matters of Sadhana, Rumi
sees eye to eye with Tagore and frankly admits that evil
is unavoidable in human life:

"A painter made two kinds of pictures - beautiful

pictures and pictures devoid of beauty.

He painted Joseph and fair-formed houris, he

paintd ugly afreets and devils.

Both kinds of pictures are (evidence of) his

mastery: those (ugly ones) are not (evidence of)

his ugliness; they are (evidenceof) his bounty.

He makes the ugly of extreme ugliness - it is

invested with all possible ugliness-

In order that the perfection of his skill may be

displayed (and that) the denier of his mastery may

be put ot shame.
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ideology of an Iranian poet-philosopher Naser-e-
Khusrou;

"All human-beings are the saplings of One God,
thou shalt not uproot and trample any one of them".(3)

Tagore considers DEATH as an apparent
transformation of a condition which in the natural course
gives place to REBIRTH. He construes human mortality
as a change of life in the cycle of nature. In his famous
poem "CHITRA" Tagore says, "It is clear tome that a life
unable to reach perfection by means of love does not
totally die. I know very well that the flowers which fade
away on this earth and the rivers which dry up in
wilderness, do not cease to exist. I know it for sure that
an object which does not have life and movement or
moves too stealthily in the world, does not die. 1 know
that my dreams have not yet turned into reality and the
music which T have not yet composed exists in your
instrument and it shall never die". In this poem the
thoughts of Tagore bear sharp similarity with the
narrative of our mystic Rumi:

"I died to the inorganic state and became endowed

with growth, and (then I died to (vegetable)

growth and attained to the animal).

I died from animality and became Adam (man):

Why, then, should I fear? When 1 become less by

dying?

At the next remove, I shall die to man, that I may

soar and lift up my head amongst the angels;

And I must escape even from (the state of) the

angels:

Everything is perishing except His Face."(4)

The similarity of thoughts that has been discussed
above is not the only instance of its kind in the study of
Tagore and Iran. The vast and rich Persian literature is
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Iranian philosophy and literature. It is said about his
father that he used to begin his day with recitation from
some parts of the Upanishad and the ghazals of Hafiz. On
account of his piety and austerity, he was called the
"MAHARSHI".

The unremitting and fruitful efforts of Tagore for
the advancement of national education and learning by
innovative means and his struggles against racism and
casteism in Santineketan, the great seat of learning which
was founded by him, shall remain unforgetable and
effulgent in the annals of education.

Tagore always cherished the desire to replace
social inequality and obnoxious recism with egalitarian
values in human society. The address under the heading
"Amendments in Education” which he delivered in
Bengali in 1892, left a deep impact upon the education
_ system of the undivided India. Undoubtedly the present
education system in India owes a great deal of its
evolution to the contributions of Tagore.

After his demise, the said address was rendered
into English in 1947.

Tagore had high regards for truth, virtue and
beauty. Moreover, in his eyes religion occupies a high
place, for, it performs the most vital and crucial role in
promoting understanding, friendship, co-operation and
morals among nations. He is of the opinion that all men
are the children of one God and they should not kill each
other, not even shed a drop of blood. Instead, they should
pay full attention to the complete development of human
personality. Human values develop from convictions and
chastity. Close acquaintance of Tagore with the literature,
mysticism and philosophy of Iran is quite vivid in his
works. The perceptions of Tagore are in line with the
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