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Danesh 27-28

obstacles that stand in the way of our love of God. Worshippers
of the self are many, but worshippers of God are rare. Crush
wrath, greed, passion and pride that you may become perfect”..
In short, he advocated the cultivation of moral values through
self-discipline and love of God in thought and deed as the road
to eternal bliss".

Se great has been the impact of his mission and message
that even with the passage of about 300 years or so, his spiritual
influence has been on the ascendance. Thousands of his
admirers, disciples and devotees throng to his shrine on the
occasion of his "Urs" and even otherwise those in need of
spiritual help and consolation keep on visiting the tomb of
Sultan Bahu all the year round to receive blessings. There is an
aura of peace that pervades the atmosphere which is charged
with spirituality.

His "Dohas" constitute our precious heritage not only as
mystic poeiry of divine love, but also form an integral part of
our folklore due to their overwhelming mass appeal. Not only in
Punjab, but also far beyond, the whole area is under the spell of
his poetry of divine love.

¥ ok kK X




Great Mystic

GREAT MYSTIC
Scholar

It may be noted that poetry was with him a mere vehicle
of expression. He did not write poetry but to express deep truths
in a charming manner so as to lure the masses into knowing the
purpose of existence. He was a great man of God and as such
his "Dohas" are fountains of tranquillity for the troubled hearts.
They not only guide and sustain us but also point the way to
salvation through total self-annihilation and absorption in the
Divine Being.

Although he is mostly known to us through his" Abyat" ,
yet he was a great mystic scholar and is stated to have written
about 140 books mostly in Persian. These books are on the
various aspects of "Shariat", "Tarigat" and "Maarifat", etc.
Notable amongst his works (very few of which have survived
the ravages of time) are: Ain-ul-Faqr”, "Aql-i-Bedar", "Kaleed-
ul-Tauhid", "Majalisat-un-Nabi", "Asrar-i-Qadri", "Tegh-i-
Barahina", "Nur-ul-Huda", "Miftah-ul-Ashiqin", "Qurb-e-
Deedar", etc. Strangely enough, it is his collection of Punjabi
verse that became so popular and well-known that scores of its
editions have been published including their translations.
Obviously, it is because his prose works were more or less
beyond the comprehension of the masses. But as regards his
"Abyat" they are very popular. They also reveal his greatness as
a mystic philosopher as well as a poet of divine love and one
who advocated the strict obedience of "Shariat".

From the foregoing random illustrations from his
"Abyat", a fair idea can be had of Sultan Bahu's mission and his
message to posterity. Very little is left of his prose works, but he
is very close to our hearts as a saint and his message of love and
self-realization through total self-annihilation is as fresh as ever,
as contained in his divine melodies. Over and above these, the
most well-known sayings, of Sultan Bahu relate to various
processes through which one realizes one's goal. Says he: "Self-
knowledge is a great blessing of God. What is Tawakkal? Total
self-denial by shunning things temporal and overcoming all
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Danesh 27-28

Incidentally he frowns upon the false Mullas, and
professional divines who knock about " selling the word of

n
tiax _,n_“»'.: o bils 3o ah
»* 3 o5 ‘ u'i-
— | o Es “— dt-:l;

o o~ s s
LS LSy oSy s

e I e

b

—ab —t— I_,.__Fl_?.l- —hs3

2 8 oy el ol

"Those who learn the Holy Quran by heart take pride in
reciting it in public. The Mullas go about carrying books to
show that they are great religious scholars. They are pretentious
and commercialize religions and barter it away so cheap. Woe to
these unfortunate people since they are great loosers in such
deals. In other words the orthodox Mullas and those like them
are deluded people for they exchange the gold of eternal values
for the dross of small worldly gains”.

In one of his writings he has explained the delicate
relationship of " Bahu" (which literally means" with-him") with
"Ya-Hu"(O,Thou). His pious mother had named him "Bahu"
and when he grew up he appreciated the full significance of this
point of great esoteric significance:-

T | P R 1 ey o | VR Y
Bahu constantly repeats the name of God day and night.

No wonder then that he attains union with the divine beloved
since Bahu and "Ya Hu" come very close to each other by the

addition of only one dot of divine light.
Since God is nearer to us than our jugular vein, Sultan

Bahu says that by constant invocation, Bahu becomes "Ya Hu"
(O, Thou'). In fact it is the magic of love and devotion that

works miracles.
32




Sultan-ul-Arifin Hazrat Bahu

"Love elevated me towards heavens and I saw the higher
visions there. Go away O, worldly life, do not deceive us, since
we are already fed up with you. We are strangers here on earth
and our spiritual homeland 1s yonder there. (in heavens), why
ensnare us by all that is false and illusory? O, Bahu, those who
die before death are the ones who realise God. In other words,
through shunning worldly pursuits and by self-annihilation in
the love of God, one can attain salvation.

"True lovers (of God) are far ahead of 'Ghaus' and
'‘Qutubs’ in the spiritual paths, and the latter cannot attain to .
heights reached by lovers of God. Lovers are always absorbed in
union with the divine beloved and they transcend the limits of
time and space. O, Bahu, since these great ones eternally abide
in divinity beyond time and space, they are worthy of my
highest esteem as true lovers'

But every great achievement demands a price, so it is
after self-effacement in the path of God's love that one attains
super-conscious state. Paradoxically speaking, man
immortalizes himself through self-sacrifice on the altar of love.
By giving away everything one gets everything, but for the
uninitiated this process is inconceivably forbidding and even

perplexing.

True love admits of no hypocrisy, and as such Sultan
Bahu exposes those who have false pretensions. Since our acts
are judged by our real intentions and our sincerity of purpose,
mechanical repetition of "Kalima" namely, "There is no god but
Allah and Mohammad is his Messenger', (Peace be upon him) is
meaningless unless it is fully backed by our conduct. Sultan
Bahu insists that we should do so with our heart and soul, as he
did when his "Beloved" bid him recite it wholeheartedly.

"Although we all say our' Kalima' (mechanically), yet
there are very few who say it with their heart and soul.... The
Kalima' of love and devotion is recited only by true lovers. O,
Bahu, I was taught "Kalima' by my Beloved and so I got
eternally blessed".
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Danesh 27-28

Sultan Bahu lauds love throughout his "Abyat" which
resound in its praise. And in doing so he is in line with all great
mystic poets including Maulana Rumi, Jami, Khwaja Hafiz, etc.
He asserts that the path of divine love is superior to any other
and great lovers attain to heights undreamt of by those who only
follow the pedantic paths of orthodox worship and dull
meditation devoid of love of God and of man for the sake of

God:
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According to him, divine love is a panacea for all our
ailments and a means of our liberation from the bonds of the
lower self. So we should not be embroiled in things earthly, but

by shunning them rise higher and higher on the spirital plane.
Herein he also elaborates the concept of "Mootoo gabla ann

tamootoo”
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Sultan-ul-Arifin Hazrat Bahu

"In the name of God, my spiritual guide planted jasmine plant in
my heart. It was watered with 'La Ilaha Illallah’ which coursed
through my whole being and permeated it. As it blossomed, its
efflorescence filled me with fragrance transforming my whole
self through sublimation. May my perfect guide live long, O,
Bahu, who planted this magic plant within me",

In fact the exquisite use of symbols, analogies, similes
and metaphors by this mystic poet is beyond description. He has
in fact, wrought wonders not only as an artist but has also
created a spiritual atmosphere that haunts those who recite his
melodies. These lines embody beauty, love, sweetness and
divinity. What could not be explained in volumes, has been
given in a nut-Shell herein.

_ Here is another masterpiece of his in which, through
word pictures he elucidates the intricacies of life in varied

aspects; A
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"Our hearts are deeper and more vast than the oceans.
- So, who can fathom their secrets, since there are all sorts of
things in the universe within our hearts, from the highest to the
lowest. It is only through unravelling the secrets of our hearts
(Knowing one's self) that we can know God. In other words
"Mann Arafa Nafsahoo, Fagad Arafa Rabbahoo” (He who knew
himself knew God).

These four lines provide the clue to self-realization and
this point has been stressed by many other saints and sages as
well. They emphasize the fact that human heart is a universe in
itself, and the central and focal point of all our activity. Since
God dwells in our hearts, by knowing all that 1s in it, we know
God. Sultan Bahu also points out that this very heart is also the
center of all desires of the lower self, with dangerous pitfalls,
etc., and the strom-center of human emotions, passions, greed,
wrath and pride, etc. But it is also the temple of the spirit. Let
us, therefore, dive deep into its secrets and discover the precious
pearls that he finds deep therein
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Danesh 27-28

"It was by following 'Shari' at' that I attained spiritual eminence
and in all matters, made this Islamic Religious code guide in
life".

Mainly three outstanding features are evident from the
writings of Hazrat Sultan Bahu; love of God, insistence on total
self-annihilation as a means to liberation, and the need for a
spiritual guide without whom it is not possible to get spiritual
enlightenment. As such,, he has laid great stress on these three
points as the main guidelines on the spiritual path.

A BYAT

Moreover, his "Abyat" or "Dohas” are characterised by
some thing which is peculiar to him. Every line ends with the
word Hoo , which has various metaphorical interpretations. It is
an esoteric symbol, an invocation to God and the soothing strain
of his musical melodies. This prince among mystic saints with
the epithet of "Sultan-ul-Arifin" is so much God-intoxicated that
he merges his own identity in the divine essence. As we recite
his poetry, we fall under its spiritual spell and the repetition of
the word "Hoo" elates our minds and hearts, so much so that we
are in effect transported into a state of divine ecstasy.

The following four lines embody in themselves a
universe, Here is beauty of expression, wealth of imagery and in

effect the whole essence of his teachings in a nut-shell.
Significantly he starts with the name of God and showers

profuse praise on his "Murshid".
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Sultan-ul-Arifin Hazrat Bahu

religious guide. In this couplet, he invokes the blessings of God
on her by way of gratitude:-

"May God's blessings be bestowed on (My mother)
Rasti, since it was she who conferred on me righteousness".

He was so much under her spell that he wanted to
become her disciple, but she refused to allow this on the plea of
men in the conventional mode of "Piri and Muridi". She,
however, suggested to him to adopt a "Murshid", upon which he
left in search of one.

In those days there was a well-known village on the
banks of the Ravi. Its name was "Garh Baghdad”. On reaching
the village he made Syed Habib-ullah Shah Qadri his spiritual
guide. Later, he is said to have had spiritual benefits from Syed
Abdul Rehman of Delhi, who was a royal Mansabdar of King
Aurangzeb Alamgir. But it is surprising to note that Hazrat
Sultan Bahu no where mentions in his books the name of Syed
Abdur Rehman as his spirtual guide. Subsequently, he became
the disciple of Hazrat Abdul gadir Jilani. Hazrat Sultan Bahu's

father was a contemporary of Emperor Shah Jahan, while he
himself was a contemporary of Emperor Aurangzeb who rode
hard upon the mystics who did not adhere to the strict
performance of the various dictates of Shariat. Hazrat Sultan

Bahu found favour with him since he was not only a mystic poet
of divine love, but also laid great stress on the observance of all
dictates of Shariat in letter and spirit. Says he:-
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Danesh 27-28

since it is by diverting one's-self of all that is base that one can
be blessed with what is divine. And this has been suggested as a
panacea for all our earthly ills, enabling us to achieve moral and
material well-being not only as individuals but also of the
masses in general. While some saints quietly demonstrated it
through personal example and precept, others proclaimed it
aloud; while some were mute, others assumed the garb of poets
of divine love.

Sultan Bahu was born on 29th Zilhaj in the year A.H
1039, and after attaining the age of 63, he passed away in A H.
1102. He was born in a village called Awan in Tehsil Shorkot,
District Jhang, He traces his ancestry to Hazrat "Ali-l-Murtaza”.
His shrine is situated 50 miles south of Jhang and two miles
away from Thana Garh Maharaja at a place known as Sakhi
Sultan Bahu, close to which the river Chenab is flowing.

It is related in "Manaqib-i-Sultani" (By Shaikh Sultan
Hamid), Which is the most reliable source regarding Sultan
Bahu, that his distant ancestors had migrated from Saudi Arabia
to India. later his illustrious, and pious father Sultan Bazeed
Muhammad settled in Shorkot. His family commanded great
respect in that area and Emperor Shah Jahan had conferred a
Jagir (a fief) on him for his services in the cause of Islam.

From his very childhood the spiritual greatness of Sultan
Bahu was manifest from a halo of light around his face which
had overawed the Hindus of that area. When still a suckling, he
used to keep fast like his parents in the holy month of Ramazan,
and did not take milk of his mother from Sehri to sun-set. As he
grew up, he lost interest in the worldly affairs and would often
go out into the jungle for meditation.

His mother, named Bibi Rasti, was a very pious lady;
most of Sultan Bahu's education was imparted to him by his
mother, who taught him at home. As he grow up, he became
very much devoted to her not only as his mother, but also as his




Prof. Dr. K.B. Nasim
Dean, Faculty of Oriental Languages
University of Peshawar.

SULTAN-UL-ARIFIN HAZRAT BAHU

(The Urs of Hazrat Sakhi Sultan Bahu is held
every year on the 1st Thursday of the month of Jumada II

In the world of Islam, not a day passes when the "Urs" of
one saint or another is not celebrated to mark this institution,
from time immemorial, symbolizing as it does the culmination
of man's mission on earth as vicegerent of God and the
fulfillment of his covenant with his creator.

In addition to the great messengers of God who were
sent with their lofty missions, there have been many saints, seers
and sages all through the ages, who zealously strove for the
moral uplift and welfare of humanity.

Love of God,

While giving an account of Sultan Bahu's
accomplishments in the realm of religion and his services in the
path of spirituality, love of God and service of humanity, we
have to keep in mind the fact that our saints, by following
apparently different paths, worked towards the same ideals, that
is the attainment of spiritual bliss through surrender and
submission to the will of God . While some concentrated on
worship alone, showing the path of virtue and goodness, others
followed the path of love by openly announcing that love alone
could provide a solace to the aching heart of man.

Since the mysteries of life have been an enigma, baffling
the whole universe, these men of God in their own particular
ways demonstrated as to how one could achieve real happiness.
Among other things they advocated the path of piety, self-
denial, and renunciation of all carnal desires. Their whole
conduct and behavior and their overall attitude and frame of
mind and mode of conduct were characterized by "selflessness”.
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Bread from this place without being passed on (to
another shop) and without trouble.” 34
But a man who sees double does not perceive the inner
unity of truth. He sticks to forms and sacrifices reality,
suffering avoidably in the process of pursuing his pre-
judices with a passion which beclouds reason and reduces
man to a mere unthinking creature. The fate of such a
man is failure and frustration.
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“*Because of secing double, in the Kashan of earth, wander
like Umar, since you are not Ali”". (35)

Al thus becomes a parable for peace and perfection
and stands for the inner unity of truth which is universal
and indivisible and acts as a dynamic unifying force.
Rumi reiterates this message in a hundred different ways
in the Mathnawi:
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I— Vol.1, 99—100 R.A. Nicholson, London 1937
2— The Quran XCVI, 15.

3— Vol.1, 1049.

4— Vol.1, 1179/80.

5— Vol.l, 2505—6.

6— Vol.1, 2959—60

7— Vol.1, 3721—4003

8— Vol.1, 3747—48

9— Vol.1, 3757

10— Vol.1, 3763.
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Al had confided the Prophet’s mysterious lore. (31). It
is to this legend that Rumi refers in Vol VI.
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“When I wish to sigh forth thy secret,
Like Ali I put my head down into a well. (32).

In the final volume of the Mathnawi Rumi tells the
tale of a man who sees double. His name was Umar. He
was a stranger in the town of Kashan but because of his
name nobody would sell bread to him. It is only after he
escapes from the bondage of names and forms that the
man perceives that both Umar and Ali are as one soul.
Had the stranger in the town of Kashan realised this truth,
he would have been spared the trouble that he had at the
hands of the baker.

S e g ety Uy

“And then the illumination produced by not seeing double
would have shot (rays) upon the heart of him (the baker)
of Kash an) and Umar would have become Ali.” 33
Had he said in a shop that he was Ali he would have
obtained his bread but since he saw double, he wandered
aboutwithout realising the object of his heart’sdesire.,
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“But if-you have said in one shop, “I am Ali, (Then you
may) obtain.
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“What is in the jar that is not (also) in the river?
“What is in the house that is not (also) in the city?

This world is the jar, and the heart is like the river?
This world is the chamber, and the heart is the wonderful
city.” (27)

The fifth volume has no more than two verses which are
relevant to the subject of our study. The first talks of Ali
as being one of the ten companions to whom the Prophet
gave glad tdings of paradise during his own life time:
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“Therefore thou hast become one of the Ten Friends to

whom the glad tidings were given,

And hast been made pure like sterling gold.” 29

The second and the final reference appearing in the fifth
volume alludes to an Arabic verse attributed to Ali. Says

Rumi:
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““As (with) Ali, the sword and dagger were his sweet basil,
the narcissus and eglantine were his soul’s enemies™.(30)

The Mathnawi starts with the song of the reed. Legend
has it that the flute was originally a shepherd’s pipe
fashioned from a reed that grew up in the well to which
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The second hemistich of the verse above refers to
the tradition that Ali whispered into a well the esoteric
doctrine which had been communicated to him by the
Prophet with a warning that he must not divulge it to any

one.
Another tradition credits Ali as saying:

“The Earth, as soon as God created it, cried out and said,
O Lord, wilt thou place upon me sons of Adam who
committed sins and cast filth upon me?, and it rocked
violently. Then God fastened it down with mountains and
steadied it, and he created a large mountain of green
emerald-whence comes the greenness of the Sky called
Mt. Qaf, encircling the whole earth (25) and Rumi refers
to this saying of Ali in the following verse:
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“Dhu’ I Qarnayn went towards Mount Qaf:

He saw that it was (made) of pure emerald™|26].
Dilating on the familiar thought that the universe is con-
tained in the infinite spirit of man. Ali is reported to have
said:

“Thy remedy is within thee, and thou unaware,

Thy malady is within thee, and thou unseeing.

And thou art the perspicuous Book, revealing by its letters
all that is concealed.

And thou deemest thyself a small body, yet the greater
world (macrocosm) is enfolded within thee.”

“Dawa’ uka fika we-ma’ tashuru, ki ey S Sl
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These thoughts of Ali find an eloquent echo in the follow-
ing lines of Rumi:
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“He (God) causes a Prophet’s sword to seem a dart and
makes the fierce lion appear as a cat™.[21]
The third volume of the Mathnawi refers only twice
to the sayings attributed to Ali. The first verse quotes him
verbatim in Arabic.
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“He said: This is true, but, O Sibawayh, be on thy gaurd
against the malice of him to whom thou hast shown kind-
ness.” [22].

The second reference is a paraphrase in Persian of a well
known saying of Ali.
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“Man seeks a snake for the purpose of friendship, and
cares for one that is without care for him™ [23].

In the fourth volume of the Mathnawi we come across
only four references to Ali, three of them being indirect
in that they could be interpreted as a paraphrase of well
known sayings attributed to Ali who is named only once
in volume IV, as follows.

;,1" Bl e St By e

o e Ll oy e om

“It 1s no time for counsel. Hark, journey!
Like Ali, sigh (the secret) into the well.” [24]
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“Thou hast been the balance (endued) with the nature of
the one (God):

Nay, thou hast been the tongue of every balance.
Thou hast been my race and my stock and kin,

Thou hast been the radiance of the candle of my relig-
ion".(18)

On this noble note Rumi ends the first volume of his
celebrated Mathnawi, a master-piece of mystic thoughts
in which Ali shines forth in all his resplendent glory as a
mystic of all mystics. Having paid fulsome tributes to Ali
in the first volume of the Mathnawi, Rumi seems to have
exhausted the subject for in the second volume there are
no more than two passing references to the brave deeds
of Ali.

At the siege of Khaybar, a Jewish settlement which
was attacked in 7 A H. (628 A.D.), Ali pulled down a

fortress gate and used it as a shield (19). A reference to
this act of valour occurs in the following verse:
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“Either take up the axe and strike like a man-like Ali,
destroy this gate of Khaybar(20)

The only other reference in the second volume of

the Mathnawi is the mention of Zulfiqar, the Prophet’s

sword which was given to Ali and became a synonym for
courage and bravery.
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*The Prophet said in the ear of my servant.

That one day he would sever this head of mine from my
neck.

The Prophet by inspiration from the Friend informed that
in the end my destruction would be (wrought) by his had.
He says, “Kill me first,

In order that this hateful crime may not proceed from
me”". [ say, ‘Since my death is (to come) from thee, How
can I seek to evade the destiny?

He falls before me, saying, O generous man, For God’s
sake cleave me in twain, That this evil end may not come
upon me, And that my soul may not burn for its (own)
life. I say, ‘Go: The Pen is dry,

By that Pen many a landmark is overthrown.

There is no hatred of thee in my soul,

Because I do not regard this (act) as (proceeding) from
thee.

Thouart God’s instrument, God’s hand is the (real) agent:
How should I assail and oppose God's instrument?”

He said, “For what reason, then, is retaliation?

Tis from God, too, said Ali, and ‘that is a hidden mystery.”
[17].

There is a hadith of the Holy Prophet (PBUH) that
no hypocrite loves Ali and no true believer hates him.
Rumi echoes this sentiment and hails Ali as the absolutely
just balance in which every one is weighed and valued
according to his real nature:
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Rumi appropriately suggested the moral:
““The sword of clemency is sharper than the sword of iron,
It is more productive of victory than a hundred armies”[15]
In the eighth reference Rumi refers to a tradition of
the Prophet who is reported to have whispered into the
ear of the stirrupholder of Ali saying I tell thee, Ali will
be slain by thy hand.” We do not know the origin of the
legend that Abdur Rahman ibn Muljim, the Kharjite,
who assasinated Ali had formerly been his equerry. Ali,
however knew Ibn Muljim by sight and recognised him
as an implacable enemy and his future killer, but neverthe-
less refused to put him to death, saying ‘how can I kill
him who is destined to kill me? " Although the Prophet
had revealed this to him, Ali always treated Ibn Muljim
with kindness. This is how Rumi sums up Ali’s response
when Ibn Muljim entreats him “to kill and deliver me
from this doom™
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" “Dagger and sword have become my sweet basil:

My death has become my banquet and narcissus-plot.
He that hamstrings his body in this way,

How should he covet the Princedom and the Caliphate?
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(a) “He said, “I am wielding the sword for God’s sake, I
am the servant of God, | am not under the command of

the body.
[ am the Lion of God, I am not the lion of passion;

My deed bears witness to my religion. (12).
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(b)— 1 am filled with the pearls of union, like a (jewelled)
sword: In battle I make (men) living, not slain,
Blood does not cover the sheen of my Sword

how should the wind sweep away my clouds?
I am not a straw, [ am a mountain of forbearance, patience

and justice;
Now should the fierce wind carry off the mountain? (13)

s S S A e o
Jsi s i W dlaf s
L o
A = o S S sk
3y 3 e g ) S e &S

b W, 0 S L oS
Ali concludes his reply to his antagonist, and Rumi sums

up the episode:
““ The Prince of the Faithful said to that youth,

In the hour of battle, O Knight!
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“The sword of thy forbearance hath rent my soul,

The water of thy knowledge hath purified my body,

Tell it forth! I know that these are His mysteries

Because it is His work (way) to kill without sword™ (8)
The infidel knight asks Ali to reveal the secret of his

clemencey:
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“Reveal the mystery, O Ali! thou who art approved (by
God)

O thou who art good fate after evil fate (9)

Since thou art the gate of the city of the knowledge, since
thou art the beam of the sun of clemency.[10]

Ali prefaces his reply with the following explanation:
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[ am plunged in light although my roof is ruined; I
have become a garden, although 1 am (styled) Bu'Tarab
(the father of dust) [11].

Ali, then, makes the following points in his reply to
the infidel knight who saw the unique phenomenon of a
conqueror who was conquered by his own conscience and
sense of duty in the hour of his supreme victory.

Ali, then, proceeds to make the following points in regard
to his treatment of the fallen foe:
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“The Prophet said to Ali, O Ali, thou art the lion of God,
thou art a courageous knight.”

But do not even rely upon (thy) lion-heartedness;
Come into the shade of the palm-tree of hope.

Come into the Shade (protection) of the Sage whom no
conveyer can carry off from the way :[6]

The seventh 1s the longest reference to Ali in the
Mathnawi. It 1s the narration of a well known incident in
the life of Ali and takes no less than 280 verses to conclude
the storv. The anecdote illustrates the meaning of ikhlas
1.e. pure selflessness and complete devotion to a cause.
The story is briefly as follows;

Ali, having overthrown an enemy in combat, sat
down on his chest in order to behead him. The man spat
in his face. Ali immediately rose and left him. On being
asked why he had spared the life of his enemy, he repleied,
“When he spat in my face I was angered by him, and 1
feared that if I killed him, my anger would have some
part in killing him. But I did not wish to kill him save for
God’s sake alnoe (7).

By his conduct Ali inspires the infidel knight to ap-
preciate the beauty and glory of Islamic. Here Ali is de-
scribed as the Perfect Man whose actions are divine. It is
God’s way to kill without sword. The forbearance and
magnanimity of Ali killed the unbelief of his foe and
opened his heart to knowledge and love of God.
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“ Every prophet came alone into this world;
he was alone, and yet he had a hundred unseen worlds
within him. By his power he enchanted the macrocosm
(the universe), he enfolded himself in a very small frame
(i.e. in the body of man, who is the microcosm).”[5]

The verse attributed to Ali is as follows:

The sixth reference is by no means indirect. On the
contrary the poetic reference is preceded by a heading in
prose pointing to the moral which follows. The heading
of the story reads:

“How Prophet (PBUH) enjoined Ali—may God make
his person honoured—saying ‘““When everyone seeks to
draw nigh to God by means of some kind of devotional
act, do thou seek the favour of God by associating with
his wise and chosen servant, that thou mayst be the first
of all to arrive (to gain access to Him).

Prose is then followed by poetry:
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“If you tell (only) one or two (a few people), farewell
(to your secret): every secret that goes beyond the twain
(who share it) is pubished abroad” [3].

The fourth refrence to Ali contains one of his saying
which establishes him as a straight-forward, honest votary
of truth who minces no words and proclaims it without
fear or favour.

He knows no tricks and uses no stratagems, for what
he utters is unqualified truth bitter but right:
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“ Cut off hope of the allowance henceforth;

I am telling thee the truth, and truth is bitter.

If thou want the allowance, clear the way!

Hey, come on and repel that irreverent one.”[4]

Rumi has told the bitter truth so sweetly for he has
quoted the saying of Ali “*Al—Haqqo Murrun” with ap-
propriate effect.

The fifth is a saying about man being a microcosm
which absorbs the macrocosm i.e. the universe, in his
small frame. The two lines of Rumi in this regard evoke
a strong semblance with a similar analogy used by Ali in
a verse of his own. Rumi’s lines are as follows:




Ali Ibn Abi Talib in the Mathnawi

e 4 W 8

“ welcome, O chosen one, O approved one:

If thou vanish destiny will come (upon us ) and the wide
room will be straitened .

Thou art the protector of the people. He that desires
(thee) not.

Hath gone to perdition. Nay, verily, if he refrain
not...” [1]

Rumi is fully familiar with the sayings of Ali for he
quotes him in the very first line in which he welcomes the
fourth caliph as the “‘chosen one, the approved one, the
protector of the people”. Part of the first verse viz idha,
ja, a'l—qgada da’ qa—l—fada— 1is a saying attributed to
Ali—— “When God’s doom comes to pass, one is reduced
to sore straits”. The quotation underlines the role of Ali
as a protector of faith for the warning: ““Nay” but if he
cease not, We will seize him by the forelock is addressed
by the Holy Quran to a Meccan 1dolater who forbade his
Muslim slave to perform the ritual prayer [2]. The role of
protector of the faith is assigned to Ali who has the full
knowledge of the Quran and the capacity to secure it for
its followers. Ali, then, is the man who is loved by believers
and is feared by idolaters and those who reject the teach-
ings of the Quran.

The second refrence to Ali occurs in a verse which
is half persian and half Arabic. The Arabic half is a quo-
tation from Ali himself. The subject is secrecy, a quality
considered absolutely essential if the idea is to secure and
guard the confidence of one’s spiritual teacher. The lips
must remain sealed and the heart alone should receive
the secret of love with reverence and regard it as a trust
which is not to be betrayed under any circumstance. Ali
warns his confidant:




ALI IBN ABI TALIB IN THE
MATHNAWI

By
Dr. Afzal Igbal
Islamabad.

Ali, the first cousin and the favourite son—in—law
of the Holy Prophet (PBUH) combined in his person the
rare qualities of a soldier, a scholar and a saint. He is
hailed as a master by Muslim mystics who recognise him
as the greatest exponent of Islamic tasawwuf. Rumi quotes
from him with warm approval. Of all great companions
of the Prophet, Ali figures most prominently in the
Mathnawi. Which Abu Bakr is mentioned ten times, Umer
sixteen times, and Usman only thrice, Ali is referred to
at least 24 times in the Mathanawi.

In the véry first volume more than a score of refr-
ences, eulogise, analyse and emphasis various traits of his
versatile personality which has left a lasting impact on the
followers of Islam. Rumi is not a formal “partisan™ of
Ali. But for that matter he is not a formal member of any
sect and belongs simply to the genuine brotherhood of
Islam. His tributes to Ali, therefore, assume a great signifi-
cance in that they do not reflect the ritual allegiance of
an uncritical disciple. The very first reference reveals
Rumi’s love for Ali who is addressed in two beautiful

verses in Arabic:
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This would not be for the first time since his departure
from planet Earth that he would stand revived. It has been
s0 on previous occasions as well when Musalmans longed
for the immigration of the soul.

His relevance in terms of need was partial in tha past,
but the phase through which the Musalman psyche passes
through today 1s of such a massive nature that
SHAHNAMA once revived would extend its magnifi-
cence to lend answers to the varied urges the oppressed go
through today.

Today in effect the world events churn in the cauldron
of TIME where, on the one hand, dominant Secular orien-
tations are evolving newer Perceptions, and yet newer
strategies to retain leads, set directions in order to keep the
Musalman psychs subservent to and alienated from the
Power-house of Secular dominance.

On the other side are the multipolar urges of the
Musalmans to re-express themselves. The reality before
them is to overcome inhibitions, prejudices and break the
holds of Imperialists and recognise the only volatile
currents that represent Musalman urges and expressions
that is to say the stirrings of the Islamic Iranian Revolution.
Musalmans can thus steady themselves, organise and
prepare counter stratagies according to the Musalman
psyche. Khomeini rose above sects, schools of thoughts
and operated as a freed person to free the enslaved minds
of the Musalmans and humans generally.

He has set the process in motion leading to the
currents, SHAHNAMA discusses. expounds and brings
forth.




Shahnama and The Islamic Revolution

Firdousi’s contribution to Musalmans through the
SHAHNAMA is singular. Over 700 books by subsequent
writers find inspirational source material from his works.
This gives us an idea of the dimensions of his thought.

Islamic Iran owes its basis to the SHAHNAMA and
I would not be, but proclaiming the truth, if [ submit that
Islamic Iran without Firdousi and without the SHAHM-
NAMA would perhaps not have continued to link its past
with its present individuality. Firdousi was the pivot, the
link, the transition of Persia of Pre-Islam to Persia of Post-
Islam.’

The magnificence of his work SHAHNAMA could
also be judged by the fact that through it he established the
literary writ of the persian language from the shores of
Greece to Khawrazm and Kashgar and down to almost all
parts of the Indian ocean. itis no small wonder that eventu-
ally it found its home in the Arab world as well, and has
thus been translated into Arabic as well.

SHAHNAMA rich in style, and in contents, acted to
invigorate the Musalman soul and having been expressed
in Persian, a language so sweet and rich in cultural
heritage, it naturally finds its places amongst the
“masterpieces’’.

Men of Caliber and genuis abound in history,
common to the contribution of each is the relevance
changing TIMES brings about which makes man seek to
bring back old masters to life.

Today not only for the Musalmans the world over but
also for the oppressed, socially, morally, spintually and
economically, the moving spirit of FIRDOUSI'S work
promises to once again become a live current,
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the basis of a fresh political current now operating as a
political reality. His message stands registered and estab-
lishes him as a leader of the oppressed Musalmans as well
as the oppressed humans generally.

By nominating Firdousi thus, and declaring 1990 as
his year, the non Musalman secular world has acknow-
ledged, paid tribute and confirmed Imam Khomeini as the
[.cader of the oppressed humans as well.

[n this backdrop why FORDOUSI and why not any
other Persian or Irani becomes relevant in understanding
the deeper significance of the tribute to the Islamic Revo-
lution of Iran by Secularists of today,

Firdousi lived in a time span closer to the greatest ever
Revolution that man has ever experienced, and was there-
fore, influenced more with objectivity and less with inno-
vations and corruptions in thought process, we Musalmans
find ourselves in today. Firdousi lived during that Empiri-
cal age of Islam when Persia of Pre-Islam passing through
the cusp despite its strong traditions, culture and civiliza-
tion, was groping for expression of the Islamic ideals it had
absorbed.

Firdousi’s contribution to Islamic Iran is fundamen-
tal. It was his herculean effort expressed as the
SHAHNAMA which not only reestablished the rich herit-
age of the Persian dialect, but also was used most effec-
tively and powerfully to establish the Islamic character of
the then persia.

His versatile genius conditioned by a total belief in
Tauhid (Unity of God) and Truth in dealings made him a
many sided personality. He was a master in historical fic-
tion, ethics, history, Political Philosophy, Logic and was
excellent in spelling out the Deen-e-Islam through the
Vehicle of poetry. He stirred the soul of the Musalmans as
a collective being.
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SHAHNAMA
AND
THE ISLAMIC REVOLUTION

Firdousi’s life work, the **Shahnama” was but a com-
plete expression of the oneness of the Ajami Musalman
world of his times. The turbulence all around us is an indi-
cator of the promise that manifesting signs all point to a
return to that oneness, Inshaallah.

UNESCO had earlier this year declared 1990 as the
year of Firdousi. This initiative from an agency of the
United Nations today dominated by secular orientation is
singular. To have chosen a Musalman of yester years is a
tribute to the principle of the common stream of thought of
both the Humanists as well as the Musalmans, who pursue
peace on planet Earth.

It is of no small significance that from amongst a
galaxy of Musalmans of times bygone Firdousi of Persia is
chosen to be highlighted the world over today.

This aspect of the matter has a direct bearing on the
impact that Inquilab-e-Islami led by Imam Ayatollah
Ruhollah-Al-Musavi Al-Khomeini has created on the
oppressed world wide, be they of Muslim orientation or be
they the others. -

Khomeni’s Revolution stirred not only the Musal-
man’s thought process but recreated strong stirrings in the
hearts and minds of humans the world over.

The emergence of Imam Khomeni in contemporary
times, his works, his ideas, his contributions all have laid

1
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