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The ancestors of this house originally belong to Kash-
mir. In about 1765, a direct represantativeof this house named
Khawaja Abdul Hakim migrated from Delhi to Sylhet. By about
the end of the 18th century two sons of Abdul Hakim named
Khawaja Abdul Wahab and Khawaja Abdullah shifted to Dacca

(54 ,2)-and settled in the place called Purab Darwarzeh”
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"Khawaja Abdul Hakim, its founder, some generation
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Danesh 24-25

scason organise a special ceremony called Jashan-e-Gul-¢-Surkh dur-
ing which they pluck flowers before sunrise and extract Attar or rose
oil. Attar of Qamsar is also supposcd to be the best in the world. It is
said that during the rose scason Nightingales make their nests in the
rose shrubs and sing beauliful songs.

Autar of rose used as a base of most of the perfumes is oblained
from rose fowers. The Attar of rose also called "otto of rose”, fragrant
colourless or pale yellow liquid is distilied from [resh petals of rose
family. Rose oils are valuable ingrediants of fine perfumes and liquors,
they are also used for flavouring lozenges and to cure different discas-
es.

Some countrics of the world like Bulgaria, Australia, France,
Iran and Morrocco produce attar commercially Rose oil is oblained
partly by distilling but particularly by cxtracting the oil from the flower
petals of roses, One ounce of richly perfumed attar may be produced
from almost 250 pounds of roe petals. Rose water is prepared by distil-
lation.

It is believed that Queen Noor Jehan who was fond of attar,
brought few rose species from Persia and introduced them in this sub-
continent.

Rose is surcly the most widely recognized and universally fa-
voured omamental flowering plants, It has a almost universally distrib-
uted over 150 species growing as wild briars and about 14000 varicties
cultivated in most of the countries of the world, A large number of spe-
cies are native (o Asia.

Roscs are as varicd as the countrics from which they come.
There are massive blooms of the size of saucers and miniature which
would slip through a wedding ring. there are climbers, ramblers, shrub

10



Rose or Gul-e-Moha mmadi

Many of the world's muscums contain fossil remains fossil re-
mains of roses. Some of the fossils are very old especially those found
in Asia and in the Miocene deposits in Baltic provinces. The Oligocene
deposits in colorado (North America) are estimated to be at least thirty
five million years old, so it is fair to assume that rose existed on the
earth for longer than Man,

Rose has also had a special place in poetry, literature and cul-
ture. All great poets and renowned writers have in their poetry and liter-
ature termed this flower as a symbol of immense beauty and delicacy.
Even the great painters have admired the matches beauty of rose
through their valuable paintings. The carlicst known picture of roscs in
that in the House of Frescoes of Knossos, Crete (in Greeee) which
dates back to the 16th Century B.C. The Island of Rhodes took its
name from rose flowers. These were portrayed on its coins in 4000
B.C.

In Iran, Rose, the king of flowers is known as Gul-¢-Surkh. It
is also kaown of Gul-e-Mohammadi. In olden days one of the specics,
red or dark pink in colour was called Gul-e-Surkh, Later, when Islam
spread in this region, due to the cstablished superiority of rose over all
other flowers, its unique fragrance and liking of our Holy Prophet
(Peace be upon him) for perfumes, rosc was named as Gul-e-
Mohammadi.

This particular species of rose (Gul-e-Surkh) having five to
seven petals is mainly grown in Haji Lur area of Gurgan province of
Iran. Attar or Oil of Rose extracted from these rose petal is unique for
its special fragrance which is not found in any other part of the world.
Qamsar, another city in the Kashan orovince of Iran, is also famous for
its roses. In the rose season when the flowers are in full blcom, the
whole atmosphere of the city of Qamsar is full of line fragrance of ros-
es which can also be felt in the remote comer of this city. People in this

9




Danesh 24-25

B.C) rose shrubs were sent (o his capital at Akkad and the Assyrian ar-
chitecture carved rose flowers in ceremonial buildings.

The Romans gave a special importance to this flower. They
used to construct special warm houses, heated them with tubes filled
with hot water in order to obtain blooms out of scason. Roses were
used for commercial purposes and were worn as garlands.

During the reign of Emperor Elagabalus (C.A.D-218-222) in a
lavish banquet, showers of rose petals were released through an aper-
turcs in the ceiling in such large quantitics that several guests were un-
able to extricale themselves and got suffocated.

In Sybaris (an ancient cily of Italy) people used to sleep on
mattresses filled with rose petals, In other words-on a bed of roses.

Cupid, sent a gift of rose (thc emblem of love) to Harpocrates,
the god of silence. This gift was sent as a bride, not to reveal the
amours of Venus. After this whencver scerct matters were discussed, a
rose was suspended from ceiling and what took place beneath was con-
sidered secret. Later carving took the place of living flowers. This be-
came particularly popular in the Victorian period.

Roses were commonly used in England in the middle ages for
decorating shrines, wreathing candles etc. Beautiful wood carvings of
rose can be seen in many old English churches and chapels. The rose
has featured prominently in English heraldry, being represented in one
form or the other in the badges of English kings. Rose is the National
Flower of England.

The oldest known rose tree is at Hildesheim cathedral, in Ger-
many. It is said to be over a thousand ycars old and is a form of rosa

Canina.

8



Hose or Gul-e-Mohammad)

The Pakistan National Rose Society's third Annual Rose
Festival was held at the Holiday Inn on 12th April 1931. The
theme of the show was "Magic of Moving Fingers” which re-
flected inter alia the expertise and finesse used in the ar-
rangement of flowers. More than 200 entries were made in
the show. In the Garden competition Dr. Mehmooda Hashmi
got the first prize and a trophy. She got her Doctorate in Per-
sian Language and literature from Punjab University and is
Controlier of the Department of Foreign Languages Pro-
grammes including Persian and Dari in the Pakistan Broad-
casting Corporation, Islamabad. She is an active member of
the Anjuman-e-Farsi,, Pakistan and regular contributer to our
magazine. the present edition of Danesh contains her article
on "Rose or Gule Mohammadi*written for the spring Festival
18491.

Dr. Mahmooda Hashmi

Rose or
Gulse-NMohammadi

Rose has always had a special place in the lifc and culture of
people, during different civilizations,

In Babylon, rose was not only known but was admied and
used on occas ions like ccremonial festivals, marriages, deaths,
praycs etc, In the reign of Sargon, the King of Babylon (2845-2768

;
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3. ISFAHANI STYLE

It flourished in 11th century A.H. in the central regions of Iran
like Isfiahan, Shiraz, Qizvin and so many buildings of the adjacent arcas
also came under its influcnce. In this period many buildings were con-
structed mainly in Isfahan. The speciality of this style is the Tile work
in the exienal and internal parts of the buildings, and the artistic and
acsthetic design and decorations with its superb carfismanship that pro-
duced numecrous wonders having meaning, majesty splendour and ex-
cellence in the scale of exquisite details. During this period the harmony
among the varipus parts rcached such a degree that one can say that a
great sympheny of cullure and An came into being. The hamonious
relationship belween the various clements of culture and Art can be
scen in all fclds particularly in Architecture of artistic master picces.

4, RAZI STYLE

Razi Style is that archilectural style which came into being in
Post-Islamic period in combination of developed form of Khorasani
style in the cast and Tabrizi style in the west, in Great Ray in central
Iran near Tchran of to-day. Upto 10th century A.H. all these 3 styles
were prevalent in Iran.

At the time of salavid, particularly during the reign of Shah
Abbas, (1557-1628 A.C.) the development of Ant and Architecture and
other developmental activitics were in full swing and in that period and
even aflerwards, all the four architectursl styles of Iran that is Khorasa-
ni, Azari, Isfahani and Razi styles with their harmonious developed
forms, and plans of tile work and decorations were in practice every
where in Iran and all these forms combined to-gether were known as
central Iranian style.

Thanks for the patient hearing that you gave to me and thanks
1o organizers of this scminar for inviling me to participate in it.

Thank you very much.




The Architectural Styles in Iran

This classification is based upon the characteristics and special-
itics of local culture climatic condition and geographical locations ap-
proachable or non-approachable. It is also based upon the availability
of material, architects skilled labour, and the models of superb craft-
smanship available in that particular region so that the architects may
plan and design their architectural style keeping such models in view,

Hence we are in a position now to explain further briefly, the
chief characteristics of these four styles cach before ending this anticle
as under;-

1. THE KHORASANI STYLE

It is that style which came into being in Khorasan and this re-
gion included greater part of present Iran, Central Asia and Afghani-
stan. The chief characteristics of this style were the construction of
Iwan and its central building consisted of four Iwans with central
ground. The Mosques having four Iwans have influenced other build-
ings too like Madressa, inns and taverns and this Khorasani style has
been at its zenith upto the end of Timurid period.

2. TABRIZI STYLE

Azari or Tabrizi style which was developed in Azarbaijan and
the regions of central Iran and at present it includes the part of Russia
and Turkey and this style is still distinctly visible in the construction of
tombs of graves particularly in the buildings of the historical city of
Sultanya ncar Zanjan which were constructed in the beginning of 8th
century after Hijrat and 13th century after Christ and one of such build-
ings is the tomb of mughal King, Aljaito in Sultanya.
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Common styles of similar climates should also be kept in mind
as in Iranian architecture there are hardly two regions of different cli-
males having the same extemal appearances and form of arches, rools
etc. Insicad the forms of construction are definitely different in hot cli-
mate with less rainfall to that of cold climate with heavy snowfall else-
where. As such it also looks proper to grade the architectural styles on
the basis of geographical conditions.

Keeping in view the above given factors, we now explain how
a building is constructed. As you already know that architects, design-
ers and entire group of artists in the work of construction are from the
masses. The ruler and ruling class provides only the finance or material
and at the end of construction cither they only appreciate the crafisman-
ship of the work or they condemn the architecture pointing out the de-
fects,

So we think that the classification of architectural styles should
not be after the names of dynastics or rulers but they should betier be
named afier the geographical regions in which they stand.

As for famous Iranian styles we can bricfly classify them in
four styles mentioned below and this classification is also current and
uscd in other branches of Art like painting, Calligraphy and Poctry.

1. Khurasani style

2. Tabrizi style

3. Isfahani style

4, Ruzistyle
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