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Danesh

mothers, the mother of this child has painstakingly nurtured
it with the cooperation ofits father and its teachertoasix vear
old healthy child. It can now walk by its own. The students are
kept in suspense and they are unable to make out the child.
Finally the teacher reveals the name and identify of the child
to them. He says the child can be none other than the
Revolution, its mother is Iran, the father is Islam and the
teacheris Imam khomenie. In this way the teacherintroduces
the Revolution to the students who come to realize on the
anniversary of the Islamic Revolution of Iran that it has taken
place six years ago. Iran has taken meticulous care to protect
it from the an*i-revolutionaries. As children after their birth
assume the name of their father, so the Revolutionin Iran has
taken the name of Islam. Itis called the Islamic Revolution of
Iran.

It is but natural that every child needs a teacher for
guidance. The Islamic Revolution has found, from the inception,
Imam Khomenie as its teacher to guide it to the proper
direction. The Revolutionary writer, Amin-e-Amini, indeed
has caused evolution in literature by introducing the Revolution
to the young readers thmugh"The Birthday“and keeping
himself within the framework of short stories. Tha young
readers love to read it for its novel presentation.

The Islamic Revolution in Iran has brought about
dramatic changes in the field of political and economie relations
with other countries and social reconstruction at home. Persian
literature, inter-alia, has undergone drastic change. It has
purged the literature of obscenity, escapism and the blind
mimicry of the West. The Persian literature has become
Islamicised and more ethical, The Islamic Revolution of Iran
has made the Iranians politically more conscious of their
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Tales of Revoutionary Iran

in Tehran. In his infancy, he loses his mother too. Fortunately
the loss of his parents was compensated by the love and
affection hereceived from his aging grandfather. Before death,
the grandfather gives him the name of his father and the
prison in which he is imprisoned. The boy, in the prime of his
youth, leaves for Tehran in search of his father. Twodays past
the victory of the Revolution and most of the prisoners have
been released. At this opportune moment he arrives at Tehran
and reaches the famous prison house Aaveen. After vehement
enquiries the gaoler assures him of all possible help in tracing
out his father. While he and the gaoler are leaving the prison
house, a soldier informs themfhat he has detected a number of
prisoners in one of the darkest cells of the prison. This news
filled the lad with a ray of hope. The gaoler immediately
rushes to the cell and calls for “Jafar-e-Kafshdooz”, the name
of the father he has presently learnt from the son. Luckily he
is able to find jafar and brings him to his son. The father who
hag never seen his son and the son who has not seen the father
hug each other very emoticnally. The author of the story,
Shaheed Ali Raza Shahi, hints that the Revolution has marked
the end of the inglorious rule of the Shah and brought in its
place new hope, inspiration and limitless joy in the lives of
millions.

The Birthday is the pick of the story from “The Tales of
Revolution”. Its author, Amine-e-Amini, claims that the story
has really taken place in one of the schools of Iran. Amini
shows that, as usual, one fine morning the students have
assembled to listen to the sermon of their teacher. In the
general assembly the teacher tells the students that today is
the birthday of a six year old child and they have gathered
together to celebrate it. He introduces the child in a very
unique and novel manner. Fe further says that like all other
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An inquisitive boy asks his father about the writings on the
placard. The affectionate father explains to him the tragedy of
Karbala, the philosophy of Imam Hussain's martyrdom and
the vital role played by Zainab in exposing the Satanic traits
and character of the accursed Yazid. It so happened that one
day the child found his father dead on the street of Tehran. He
died because he had fallen victim to atrocity of the Shah. This
tragic event flashed the role of Zainab in the boy’s mind. He
along with other sympathisers carried the dead body of his
father and paraded in the streets to expose the tyranny of the
Pahlavi regime.

"The Soldier is another interesting story from “The
Tales of the Revolution”. The theme of the story is again
picked from the tragedy of Karbala. Before the mournful
events of Karbala, Hur, an army commander of Yazid intercepted
Imam Hussain and the members of his family who were on
their way to Kufa. Eventually when he comes to know that
Yazid was on the wrong side and Imam Hussain and his
family members were innocent, his conscience rebukes him.
He along with his soldiers immediately desert the army of
Yazid and join Imam Hussain. The author of the story The
Soldier’shows that a young soldier from the Shah’s army who
is duty bound to combat the forces of the Revolution, having
realized the righteousness of the Revolutionaries and truth of
their cause, deserts the army of the Shah and joins the rank
and file of the Revolutionaries. The theme of the story transports
the reader to the events of Karbala and he is apt to draw a
parallel between Hur and the soldier.

In Persuit of Father is a very touching story. A lad of
class nine from Aazerbaijan comes to Tehran in search of his
father, He was born when the Shah had imprisoned his father
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appears playing the role of the accursed and zalim Yazid while
the innocent Iranians appear to be mazlooms like Husain and
the members of his family. In this backdrop the revolutionary
writers show the triumph of the ‘good’ - The Revolution over
the ‘Evil’ - the Shah.

The soldiers of Yazid had killed Imam Hussain and all
the male-members, except one, of his family in Karbala.
Among those who were spared was Zainab, the sister of Imam
Hussain. This virtuous great lady, who was an eye-witness to
the tragedy of Karbala did not keepmum. She, by virtue of her
noble and lofly character and eloquence, narrated the tragic
happenings of Karbala which caused a great tremor which
shook, cracked and finally uprooted the very dynasty the
accursed Yazid had come from. It is only through her outspoken
truth that the world is familiar with the truth for which the
Imam had laid down his life with those of his dear and near
ones on the scorching sands of Karbala. Zainab, thus, stands
not only as the symbeol of truth for all time to come but the
revealer and exposer of truth and beacons those who have
been fighting against injustice, tyranny and oppression. Reza
Rehguzar, while writing the stories for children during the
period of revolution does not fail to project the virtuous
character of Zainab. He does not want the lranians toremain
passive spectators and mute characters in the socio-political
patters cast and moulded by the despotic Ruler Reza Shah
Pahlavi. He wants them to play the role of Zainab in the
exposition ofthe tyrannies of the Shah. In one of his stories, he
shows that when the revolution was gaining strength against
the despotic ruler of the Shah, on the roads of Tehran the
placards read - “Those who have laid down their lives in the
Revolution did the work of Hussain, those who are alive must
play the role of Zainab, else they are the supporters of Yazid.”
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writers were no sons of the soil. They came from distant lands
and wrote what appeared to them literally on the surface in
big cities. But the true sons of Iran had a different tale to
narrate. Let us hear from them about the recent past of Iran.

The Islamic Republic of Iran has produced a galaxy of
writers to preserve the gains of the Revolution. 'mong them,
Raza Rehguzar and Khaleli have sincerely taken to writing
short stories for the benefit and guidance of the younger
generations. They have, in a very short time, completed “The
Talesof the Revolution” in two volumes. A very good collection
of short stories, indeed. Some of these stories are exceptionally
good and project, compare and contrast the socio-political
conditions of Iran during the period of the Shah and the
Islamic Revolution thereafter.

During old regime Iran was blindly imitating the
western world under the pretext of modernization. With the
result she had totally drifted away from Islam. The Shah had
a powerful force called “The SAVAK”, Savak, which literally
means Security and information Organization, was meant to
check the socio-political developments against the Shah in
Iran. It was through this dreaded secret police that the Shah
had unleashed a reign of terror and torture in Iran. Many
stories revealing the brutalities of the Savak are to be found
in these two volumes. The story-writers of “The Tales of the
Revolution” employ two elements, namely, the religious
sentiments of the Iranians, who are Muslims against the
background of the tyranny, torture and brutalities of the
Shah. These two elements are so finely inter-woven and
blended in the stories that while reading them one finds
striking similarity between the tragedy of Karbala and the
brutality of the Shah on the eve of the Revolution. The Shah
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TALES OF
REVOLUTIONARY IRAN

Retold By
Syed Akhtar Husain

Since time immemorial, Iran has been narrating her
saga to the world through the medium of prose and poetry. She
narrated the glorious deeds of Cyrus and Darius. She sang the
swan song of the Sassanid kingdom. After the Arab conquest
in the battlefield, Iran, the vanquished, reconquered the
conqueror by her superior culture and philosophy. Iran gave
a new dimension to Islam. It injected and unfolded the
philosophy of religion - sufism through the writings of such
great mystic poets as Attar, Sanai, umi, Sadi and Hafiz. Her
Safavid rulers changed the panorama of Iran by erecting
noble edifices and magnificent mosques and minarets. In the
mid 20th century, she appeared as a westernized country with
Raza Shah Pahlavi the “modern-man” of Iran. The Shah
instituted a team of western scholars to project herimage as
a modern country and he as its sole architect. These hired
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importance and none cared to look at it.

All three of them were waving at our train. They had
received the currency not from this train, or for the simple
reason that, as they thought, it was this train which had run
over the weak and emaciated girl and got them rid of her. She
could neither elimb up the hills to collect the leaves nor assist
her father at work nor sweep the pathway.

Last afterncon, when we left Ahwaz, we saw an old
man on a donkey. When the train passed by his side he smiled
at the passengers and they waved their hands at him. Some of
them even greeted him loudly. If he had asked anything from
the passengers, they would have gladly given him. Yesterday,
they were all gay and happy. They were out for fun and frolic
on any pretext. But today at Cham Sangar..? Nobody
reciprocated to their farewell!

Their hut was visible, in spite of being sultry due to the
bright sun-shine. They were waving at our train. I realized it
wasn’t yet late to wave back at them.

Iputmy hand in my pocket and pulled my handkerchief
out. I stood on my toe, raised my hand and head above the
window and waved the kerchiefin the air... Perhapsit was not
late.

My friend cried out and pulled me back. He removed
me away from the window and pulled up its pane. The train
had entered the tunnel. Had there been a slight delay in his
reaction, in all probability my hand would have been shattered.

18
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My friend pulled himself out of the window. His big
paunch was heaving up and down. He was gasping for breath
and looked pale. But there was an air of satisfaction about
him. The alms that he had given filled him with a sense of
pride.

“You have seen the poor girl. She was about to be run
over by the train... God has showed mercy to her”.

“Mercy?”

Except this, I could not say anything in reply. He also
uttered something which I could not catch.

The train was on a curve and the girl could not be seen
now. But one could see their sultry hut at a distance and their
little goat grazing and sniffing the new tender leaves.

The children with bare feet ran into the hut and came
out with a woman, their mother. All three of them waved and

bade adieu to the train.

The train had moved quite a distance. It had reached
another tunnel. There was nothing worth seeing. The passengers
had kept their heads inside the window. They were either
playing poker or had dozed off. Some were laughing and
talking about the good times they had in their lives.

There was nothing to see outside, except their hut at a
far distance. Their mother along with her Children still
standing and waving at the train. The sight was nothing of
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body. This was the third time when he looked at me and
apologized.

Those children with bare feet became peevish. They
could not find a single customer for their bouquets. My eyes
were constantly fixed on them and on their desolate hut,
sultry due to the bright sun-shine. I did not respond to my
friend’s apology.

The train started moving sluggishly. The children
were running after it. A young girl, weak and emaciated
stumbled and fell into the pot-hole. She fell flat on the ground
Just halfaspan from the rail. Her bouquets of faded and stale
flowers also fell into the nearby pot-hole filled with slush. She
did not groan. Perhaps, she did not have the strength for it.

My friend, who was still leaning against the window
cried in horror. He pushed me aside. I was dumb founded. He
was extremely horrified at the sight. He straightened himself
with an effort. He put his head out of the window and leaned
out upto his chest where the girl had fallen down. He looked at
her for a moment. He muttered and flung a currency note at
her.

The young girl was still lying motionless, half a span
from the heavy wheels of the train. Her dishevelled hair was
smeared with slush. She did not move to grab the currency
note. Perhessshe could not muster up enough strength for it.

The other two children, with bare feet ran with a
lightening speed and grabbed the currency note still suspended
in the air and rushed to their sultry hut.
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“khe” instead of “ge”, If the train had halted a little more, they
would have brought down the price to ten shahi.

My co-passenger leaned against the window pane with
his bulging paunch, keeping his eyes rivetted on the bare feet
of the children. It looked as if he was counting the money
which he had been distributing as alms to the poor right from
the commencement of his journey.

He, too, could not sleep due to the jerk in the train.
Perhaps, it was the first time that he was passing a sleepless
night. He was narrating the events of his latest journey to
Palestine and Syria. Of his four month’ journey, he could only
rememberand tell us about the large citrous fruits that he had
seen. All the time, he was talking of the juicy oranges of Haifa
which watered one’s mouth.

I knew him since my days at the High School. In this
journey, when I met him in the corridor of the train, we could
only exchange formal greetings. I could not think of anything
to carry on the conversation with him, He also realized it and
moved ahead. He held the ticketin his hand and was trying to
locate his coupe.

For the last twenty four hours, we were in a small
coupe. He was narrating the events of hisjourney to Palestine.
It seemed he was afraid of facingme. L also prefe rred to remain
silent. Only once he asked me to play poker with him. I did not
accept his invitation. He was a bit annoyed but it soon
subsided when he found another good player. The train
whistled and jolted a little. My friend, who was leaning
against the window, slipped. He landed on me with his bulky




Darnesh

verdant. It was spring. Everything was enveloped in the
gaiety of spring except their hut.

At the skirts of the mountain, by the side of the river,
their clay hut protruded above the damp surface of the river
bank as if it had thrust its elaws in the soil and firmly held
itself on the slope of the mountain. The rain had washed its
roof making fissures in it and in the wall. In the interior, it
perhaps dripped at night when the inmates were asleep.

There was a little goat sniffing the ground and the
cocks flapping over the heads and shoulders. The children,
both adolescent and the young, had made bouquets of mountain
violets and poppy buds. They hanged around the train and
persistently solicited the passengers to buy their cheap Naurcoz

gifts.

They were poverty striken and half clad. As they were
looking up towards the windows of the train, their bare feet,
invariably slipped into the pot-holes filled with rain water and
slush.

Nobody paid any attention to their cheap bouquets.
Everyone had already got the bigger and the better ones from
Khozistan and from different stations as Andimishk and
others inits vicinity. The flowers, visible through the window
panes of the coaches had filled the air with their sweet

fragrance,

The children ran upand down the train and incessantly
offered their bouquets, They were selling their bouquets made
up of cheap, common flowers at two and one geran, pronouncing
12
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A FAREWELL

By
Jalal Aale -e- Ahmad

Whistling, the train negotiated the tunnel. It made a
small circle and came to a halt at the station known as Cham
Sangar.

It was the fourth day of the Iranian new year, Naurooz.
The sun was shining over the mountain with a pleasant
warmth. Behind the station, beneath the bridge, flowed a
violent river, roaring and producing foam and froth.

The station was located at the foot-hill around which
flowed theriver. At the far distance towards the south, the fine
mantle of spring fog enveloped the landscape and presented a
beautiful sight. The snow, lying over the passes and the bed of
the surrounding valleys reflected the sun-light.

The sun had just risen behind the mountain. The
meadows, still wet with last night's rains, appeared beautifully
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years back. He should have selected some stories from the
modern story writers like Mohsin Makhmalbaf, Mohammad
Afghani, Samin Danishwar and others. Moreover, some of the
writers selected by the translator are not basically story
writers. We may say only Jalal Aal-e-Ahmad a contemporary
story writer whose story entitled “A Farewell” has been
included in this collection which we are reproducing here for
our readers. Tales of Revolutionary Iran retold by Syed
Akhtar Husain is also given here to have a glimpse of his style
of translation.

+4444
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Shahnameh of Firdowsi and Masnavi of Roomi and works of
Nizamiandothers and thesecollection of stories are treated as
classies.

The fabric of the modern Persian short stories is inter
woven out of incidents of the socio-political struggles in the
society to which the fertile imagination and appropriate
expressions of the writers give the finishing touches. These
stories evince the cross-section of society with all its merits
and demerits and different currents and cross currents prevailing
in the society, are exposed and vividly portrayed in concrete
and tangible form.

The book “Tales from Iran” by syed Akhtar Husain
introduces some of the modarn Iranian short stories to the
readers not acquainted with the Persian language. They are
the windows through which they can peep into the modern
Iranian mind and society and social, economic and political
problems faced by the common man, like the disparity in the
standards of living of urban and rural population,

The book is almost a literal translation of a few short
stories in the modern Persian language. Though their authors
namely Ahmad shamlu, Mohammad Hijaz,saee/ Nafisi, Yusuf
Etesami, Lutf Ali Suratgar, jalal Aal-e-Ahmad are famous
men of letters but their works unlike the works of other
modern Persian writesas Sadiq Hedayat,Jamal zadeh and
Sadiq chubak, have not been profusely translated into English.
This book is an attempt to fill this void and draw the attention
of the readers towards these writers who touch the core of

human heart.

The translator has selected the stories written some 50
9




Iran is no exception in this contest. She has produced
some outstanding story  writers and tale tellers (Dastango-
Qissa Khwan) from ancient times till modern days. The art of
fiction writing was not ignored in Iran even after the Islamic
Revolution. The Revolutionary leadership was well aware of
the role of story writing in character building of the nation at
large. The cultural side of the Islamic Revolution of Iran is
much open to the outerworld. That's the reason why an
Iranian writer speaks a language of metaphors universally
understandable, particularly the writers of post-revolutionary
period occupy a dignified position among the literary figures of
contemporary Persian literature.

“Tales from Iran” by Syed Akhtar Hussain printed at
1MH press, New Delhi in 1990 is a collection of 8 stories
written by leading modern writers of Iran translated into
English.

As we know translation plays a very significant part in
the propagation of finer values and literary thoughts of one
language to another. It provides an opportunity to have
glimpses of ideas prevalent in foregin literature and society.
Iranian literature and its culture have a rich legacy of over a
millennium, Even now the popularity of Persian literature is
so great that new editions of the classical works in Persian
prose and poetry are being printed over and over again.

The tradition of story writing in Iran is several centuries
old. The stories were called “HIKAYAAT” DASTAAN" and”
QISSEH” (Tales) where the authors and poets narrated old

stories or personal experiences in prose like Gulistan of Saadi
and Qabus Nameh of Amir Unsurul Maali or in poetry like
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REVIEW ON
"TALES FROM IRAN"

By
Dr. Syed Sibte Hasan Rizvi

Story telling is as old as mankind itself beginning with
the story of Adam and EveTaking interest in a story is not
peculiar to any particular people or place, rather it is a
common phenomenon on all over the, world. Writing or reading
18 not a pastime activity, but a voyage through tides of time.

Marvellous works like the fable of Aesop and the
Arabian Nights are the most. precious heritage of entire
human race. The art of short story writing is indebted tomany
writers belonging to different cultures and societies. After all
who can deny the brevity of Maupassant from France, the
keen perception of chekov from Russia, the wit of O, Henry
from America, the criticism of life made by Jack London from
England, the mastery of Amrita pritum Karishnchander and
Bolvant Singh from India the behavioral studies of the saciety
made by Intezar Husain and A. Hameed of Pakistan and
others.
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immigrants who established Muslim culture in the Indo-
Pak sub-continent during the Ghaznavid and the sub-
sequent periods, came through Ghazni and Bukhara, the
entire cultural pattern became more diversified. Even then,
out of several strands which provided the warp and woof of
Muslim civilization in the Indo-Pak sub-continent, the most
dominant during the period of Muslims, was the influence
of Central Asia. After the establishment of Muslim Delhi,
the administrative system was modelled on that of Ghazni.
Muslim political institutions, military and administrative
organisation, ethics and jurisprudence, infact the entire
pattern of Muslim life bear the impress of Ghazni and
Bukhara.

All the Saints who played an important role in the
spread of Islam also belonged to Iran. Some of Islamic sects
like Ismaili came from Iran to Indian sub-continent, estab-
lished their rule, and from here towards Khurasan. The last
page of this story was asking for the support, to defend
Sindh against the British rule by the Talpur ruler of Sindh.
As the influence of British rule started increasing in the
Indo-Pak sub-continent the cultural link in Tran and Pakis-
tan started weakening.

Atfter the independence of Pakistan we hope to have
the same cultural ties between Pakistan and Iran. Pakistan
due to its geographical location can play a vital role for the
integrity of Muslim unity and strength.

In the last but not the least I must acknowledge with
deep gratituted the Director General of Archaeology-and
Museums, Dr. Ahmad Nabi Khan for the warm reception
and organization of this seminar. [ also owe my gratitude to
Asma Ibrahim, Assistant Director, Department of
Archaeology for extending so much cooperation in trans-
lating my Persian paper. I wish all the prosperity for Pakis-
tan and I 'am sure that Pakistan will play its due role in this
venture.
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hoisted for the first time on the soil of the Indo-Pakistan
sub-continent in Sindh. He then moved towards Aror (near
modern Rohri ), Sewistan and Brahmanabad. After brief
sieges the towns were surrendered and soon Mohammad
Bin Qasim proceeded to complete the conquest of Multan.
Raja Dahir was pushed further in Sindh. Soon Mohammad
Bin Qasim was master of whole Sindh and some part of the
Punjab. Following the way of Mohammad Bin Qasim the
other Muslims went to Malabar coast upto Cali-Cut and
Colombo. They started forming their own colonies and
mosques.

The third and more important stage is the campaign of
Mahamud of Ghazni. He came to Peshawar and conquered
it. Iran was a civilized country at that time with Islamic cul-
ture. He brought that Islamic culture with him. Specially in
the north-western sub-continent he worked real hard for
the spread of Islam. Of more lasting importance than the
vicissitudes of the house of Mahmud is the cultural heritage
of Ghazni. We find the sub-continent vigorous and the
Cities had become great cultural centres. The Muslims
started speaking Persian and later on it became the court
language and a symbol of Muslims. Thirty sultanates were
established. The rulers mostly came from Iran. The descen-
dants of Mahmud Ghazni built a new state for Islam. This
Iranian influence later on evolved in the formation of Pakis-
tan. After its independence it became a Muslim State. This
was all because of the adoption of Iranian culture. The
Ghaznavid occupation of the sub-continent had even more
far reaching results than anyother rule. The invisible and
indirect consequences of Ghaznavid rule were even more
profound. Persian, which was adopted as the court lan-
guage and was vehicle of literary and cultural expression
during the Ghaznavid period, continued to hold its position
throughout the Muslim rule. Partly on account of linguistic
affinity and partly on account of the fact that the waves of
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King went to India to the Court of Poalakissen-II, the King
of Punjab. The paintings of the same are still seen at Ajanta
Caves. Spices, chess, medicine, clothes, silk clothes differ-
ent kind of animals, perfumes came from China and India
to Iran through Silk Roads. From Royal Road (Shah-rahe-
i-Shahi), the road to the west, spread cultural and military
influences all over Syria, Iran upto the Palmira extending to
the other main cities of Middle East and connected the
major ports of Red Sea, Aden and Persian Gulf. But the
most important and creative relations between Iran, India
and Sindh were after the rise of Islam.

The advent of Muslims in the sub-continent can be
divided into three major stages. First stage was in 42 Hijra,
by the army of Ummayed Caliph under the general called
Mohlab via Khurrassan and Khyber Pass. He conquered
Peshawar onwards to Lahore, and Multan collected wealth
and went back to his native country. But we find no preach-
ing of Islam by him.

Second stage is the expedition of Muhammad Bin
Qasim, who stayed in Shiraz for about two years and
recruited a number of his soldiers from there. Unlike
Mohlab, he had love for Islam and during his stay in Shiraz
he worked for the preaching of Islam. Thus Iranians and
Arabs joined their hands together and conquered the land
of Sindh. Iran is proud of this fact that Iranians fully co-
operated with Arab Mujahids for Islam.

The Arab general with his strong and powerful army
marched against Debal, by way of Shiraz and through Mak-
ran. Debal was protected by strong stone fortification and
the garrison offered a stiff resistance, but ultimately the fort
and the temple were captured and the Muslim flag was
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In this way India found connections with Iran. The
Achemenians built roads because of which the two
branches of Aryans renewed their relationships which con-
tinued till the advent of Islam in India. During the rule of
Achemenians, Parthians, the period of which extends more
than 1000 years this region, N.W.F.P and Punjab remained
under the influence of Iran,

-Three major roads (Grand Trunk Road) were built by
Achemenians, connecting Africa, Asia, Middle East, One
of these main roads, was later on called the SilK Road. The
same roads which were connecting China and India were
connected to Iran. The second road was called Rahi-Shahi
or the Royal Road connecting “Pasar-gad” capital of
Achemensians to Lydia and its capital ‘Sard’. The third
road was marine road connecting the Red Sea to Arabian
Sea, the Persian Gulf and the Indian Ocean. These roads
played a vital role in establishing the political, cutural and
religious ties between Iran,Middle East coun-
tries, Egypt,Arabia and so on. Religion,language, civiliza-
tion,and culture of Iran were spread here. It was from these
roads that the commerce between the countries of this reg-
ion started. The language started to mingle with each other
agricultural systems were exchanged. These were not only
the roads but were the reasons for exchange of civilizations
and ideas. Through exchange of knowledge we find Sansik-
rat words in Arabic, some Arabic and persian words in
Prakrit script. From Khurasan road the physician of Iran
came to the court of Emperor Anoushiravan and went to
the Punjab and brought back with him the famous book
entitled “Pancha Tantra” (Book of Wisdom). This was
translated into Pehlavi language and later on into Arabic
and entitled as “‘Kalilah va Dimnah” and was spread all

over the world.

From the marine route, the Ambassador at Sassanian
3
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particularly thankful for the hospitality extended to us by
the great nation of Pakistan.

*The interest in the happening of the past is on account
of their contribution to making of the present.”
This saying fits to our project very well. The Silk Roads are
not only roads of military expeditions and commercial trips
but they were the ways of dialogue, understanding, spread-
ing knowledge, invitation for humanity. Itis the duty of us,
the Muslims to invite other people, other nations, for our
this purpose, that is to call people for peace, that is what
Islam preaches us. The story of the Silk Roads is full of inci-
dents and picturesque personalities, and attracted many
talented writers to write on this particular topic. The object
of our seminars on this subject is to know and understand
people, to learn about their ideas, institutions and move-
ments. It is an ambitious undertaking, and one connot but
admire the grand project like this. T hope the implementa-
tion will bring out the results upto our expectations.

Contacts between Iran and the sub-continent dates
from the ancient times. After the migration of Aryans to
the sub-continent and Iran, they gave their names to both
the countries, calling Iran “Airan’" and the Sub-Continent
“Arya Varta” (the home of Aryans). The relations
between the two nations were never severed, In the oldest
books of India like four vedas, Persian religious books,
“Avesta” the holy Zorastrian book, the evidences of this
unity are clearly visible. Not only in ethics, but also in
words, the proper names, plenty of similarity is found.

In Indian tradition to travel abroad from home was
prohibited, for this reason other lands and nations
remained unknown to India. But from the 6th Cen-
tury.B.C. the power of Achemenians extended upto
Peshawar, Punjab and Sindh.
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THE EFFORTS OF
IRANIAN MUSLIMS TO PREACH
IsL.AM IN SINDH

By
Prof.M.H.Faridani

It is the text of the speech of Prof. M.H. Faridani
delivered in the conference in connection with UNESCO
sponsored project “Integral Study of the Silk Road” at
Karachi in November 1990.

It was the last speech of Dr.Mohammad Husain
Mashayekh Faridani, former Iranian Ambassador in
Pakistan. He expired on 3.12.1990 due to heart failure on
the ship that was carrying representatives of different
countries from Karachi to Bombay for Integral Study of
the "Silk Road.”

Mr. Chairman,
Dear ladies and Gentlemen,

It gives me immense pleasure to be here in Pakistan in
connection with UNESCO sponsored Project “Integral
Study of the Silk Roads:Roads of Dialogue”™. I am
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