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DANESH

13. Saif bin Umar al Tamimi (d. 180 A. H). the writer of
Futuh-ul-Kabira, Kitab-ul-Jamal and seeral-e-Ayesha wa
Ali,

There had been a number of other too who belong to the
categories of the scholars of history, Akhbar, Lineage and
narration. Prof. Jawad All has made a mention about some of
them by instal ments under the title of CASES OF THE
TABARIS HISTORY in the Al-MAJMA UL ILMI AL IRAQI

Magazine.

(Summary of the article presented in the international seminar on
" Tabari " held on 13th to 15th September 1989 at Babulsar (Mazandaran)
Iran.}

16
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10.

Ll

12.

Kitab ul Avayil.(d. 204 or 206 A. H]).

Abdullah Tbn-ul-Mugalla (d. 140 A. H). oul ol the books
translated by Ibn-ul-Mugalla from pehalvi into Arabic,
only a [ew have reached us. The importanl translation
was (hat of Khudainama which is nol available now.

Other of his works are Aeen Namak, Kitab-e-Mazdak wat
taj-e-Seerat-e-Anushirwan and Kalila Dimna.

Ibn-e-Qutayba Abu Abdullah Muhammad bin Muslim Al-
Deenwari (d. 270 or 276 A. H). He wrole the Kitab "Uyun-
ul-Akhbar and Al-Maaril'.

Seyar Muluk 1 Ajam.

Seyar ul Ajam

Qasas ul-Muluk-ul-Mazia Wal-umam ul Salefeh.
Nehayal-ul-Arab i Akhbar-ul-Faras wal Arab.

Sha abi (d. between 103 to 150 A. H).

Abul Bukhtari (d. 200 A_H).

Kitab-ul-Tareekh by Ibn-e-Kharadbeh.

Al. Maisam bin Ady Abu Adbur Rehman (d, 206 or 207
A. H) - author of Kitab-e-Akhbar al Faras and Kitab-e-
Tareekh-ul-Ajam and Kitab ul Tareekh ulus sineen,

which is considered to be the oldest book relating to
events given in a chronological order. This book is no

longer available.

As Sirri Bin Yahya.
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appears lhat the translalion was done afler {ifty years of the
wriling of that book. There may be dillerence in the Year as to
when the lranslation was completed butl there can be no
doubt that the work of translation was laken in hand during
the Year 352 A. H. as described in the book MUJMA-UL-
TAWAREEKH WAL QISAS,

DOCUMENTAL EVIDENCE IN
PERSIAN PROSE.

Alter the booklet written by Hakim Abul Qasim bin
Muhammad Samargandi (d. 343 A. H) expounding the Hanafl
Jurisprudence, and preface of SHAHNAMA-E-MUNSURI
(TRANSLATION) the history of Tabari was translated,

INTRODUCTION TO SHAHNAMA-E-ABU MANSURI
(compiled 346. A. H) is the oldest existing evidence in Persian
prose. And after it comes the translation of Tabari, Which was
completed in the Year 335 A. H.

(1) MUJML-UL-TAWAREEKH WAL QASAS, Compiled
520 A. H Ediled by the lale poel laureate Bahar.
printed, Iran, 1318 A. H. pp. 180.

ii. Translation ol Tabari's History by Abu Ali
Muhammad al-Balami (Part concerning Iran). along
with introduction and marginal notes, under care of
Dr. Muhammad Jawad Mashkoor, print-Tehran
1337 A. H. Introduction page-25.

TABARI'S SOURCES.

1. Ibne-ul-Kalabi, the author of 140 books, most of which
are exlinct - also writer of Kitab-e-Muluk-Tawail-wa-

14




AL-TABARI,

as the 12th volume of Tabari's history. It contained the
selection of the appendix of specified appendices written by
the comrades and followers of Muhammad Jarir al-Tabari and
was published at Egypt in 1236 A. H. A third time it was
again published at Cairo with the above mentioned
appendices In the year 1358 A. H under the supervision of a
group of selected scholars.

Herblet has wrillen in his "NATIONS OF THE EAST" that
the credit of Initially introducing Tabari goes to Erpinieus who
translated the summary of Tabaris History in Lalin.
Zottenberg published the persian translation of this book
rendered by Balami in four volumes.

Another German orientalist Lolakay translated a portion
of this book relating to the history of the sasanids from Arabic
into German Language and published the same from Lydon in
1179 A. D alongwith preface and marginal notes.

UTILIZATION.

Although Tabaris history has been an indispensable for
almost all the historians who followed him, Yet Ibn-e-
Miskwayh and Ibn-ul-Athir seem to have greatly benefitted in
as much as they laid the foundation of their historical works

on the ground prepared by Tabar,

Balami started translating this work during the reign of
Sassanid monarch Malik SADID ABU SALEH MANSUR Ibn-e-
NOOH (350-356 A. H) when he held the position of a minister.
Tabari in his original history has dealt with the events upto
302 A.H and it was due to Balami that further events upto
355 A. H were also added to it. It is also possible that he
might have completed the translation the same Year. Thus it

13
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the pre-Islamic days of this history in German language along
with its valuable appendices and the marginal notes. This
book was published in the year 1979 A. D under the title
"HISTORY OF THE IRANIANS AND THE ARABS UNDER THE
SASANIDS." Happily. this most valuable book with ils exact
translation has been published in the series of INTESHARAT-
E-ANJUMAN-E-ATHAR-E-MILLI through the eflorts of Doctor
Abbas Zaryab Khooyee, prolessor of Tehran University.

In Iran, the credit goes to the late poet lauraete Bahar
who, for the first time, induced the Ministry of Education and
Culture to publish the translation of Tabari's History ascribed
to Balami, especially ils portion dealt with pre-Islamic era
which narrates the history of prophets and monarchs. It is a
matter ol great pity that the book could not come out of the
press during the life time of Bahar and therealler in the Year
1341 A. H it was printed under the able management of prof:
Muhammad Parveen Gunabadi with preface and diligent
corrections as well.

As {o the last translation of Tabari's Histlory attributed to
Balami under the title TAREEKH NAME-E-TABARI was
published at Tehran in the year 1366 A. H Comprising of
three volumes under the supervision of Aqga-e-Muhammad
Roshan. \

Abu Ali Muhammad al-Balami, the sasanid minister
rendered Tabaris history in Persian during the year 352 A. H
Later it was translated into Turkish language and was
published in 1260 A. H at Astana. This book was first printed
by De-Goye, the Hollander orientalist in 13 volumes with the
help of some orientalists [rom 1876 (o 1901 A. D to the
original text of the book he also added a preface, an index and
marginal notes. T hen along with the printing of eleven
volumes of Waslat-ul-Tareek-e-Tabari, this book was also got
printed under the care ol Yousul Bay Mahmood to be termed

12




AL-TABARI,

al-Katib al Qurtabi which was published al Lydon in 1897 A.
D and at Egypt in 1327 A. H. It includes all those events and
occurances which mark the end of Hijra Year 365.

TRANSLATIONS AND PRINTS.

In addition to the translation ascribed to Balaami,
Another translation of Tabaris History, especially the part
relating to Iran, was published and circulated in 1337 A. H
along with the preface and marginal notes by Dr. Muhammad
Jawad Mashkoor under the management of KITABKHANA-E-
KHAYYAM. Apart from this, the portion concerning the
History of Iran prior to Islam, [rom the very beginning upto
the 31st year of Hijra being the translation of Sadiq Nishat
was published by the BUREAM OF TRANSLATION AND BOOK
PRINTING in the year 1351 A. H.

- Similarly, the entire text of the TAREEKH-E-TABARI was
first printed under the care of late Abul Qasim Payanda in 14
volumes during the year 1352-54 A. H through the support of
Iranian Cultural foundation and after the Revolulion it was
again got published by the publication House of Modern

Mythology.

Tabarls's History did not, however, escape the perview of
the orientalists. De-Goye,the eminent orientalist of Holland
has got its Arabic Text printed with the help or some his co-
workers.

Even somewhat earlier to him, Erpilineus (d. 1584-1624
A. D) and Herrmann Zotlenberg had also managed lo get
some portions printed of the Tabaris History. The German.
orientalist, theodore Noldoke had also got it printed. Being a
close associate of De-Goye, he rendered the part concerning

11
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renowned books written from the advent ol Islam io his own
times, Tabari has olffered them in a most sysiematic and
seientilic manner and in this presentlation, the author has
tried his utmost to keep himsell impartial. Undoubledly this is
one of Tabaris stupendous and monumental achievement due
to which he enjoys a dislinguished place among the
historiograpghers. The qualilies possessed by him are not
found in any other historian of Tabari's time and that is why
no historigrapher could succeed in his underiaking without
benefilling from Tabari since Tabari is found so rich and
abundant in the domain of event recordings. Tabari himself
reviewing his book says:-

"These are the very informants which were
narrated to me and I am lo describe the same.
Informations regarding the predecessors were conveyed
to us by the people who neilher saw them nor knew any
thing about the occurrences of those times. They were
either informants or mere mnarralors. In their
informations and narrations, If they had not made use of
the philosophical extrgetion or intellectual deduction and
something as a result there of appears in my book which
has been quoted [rom predecessors and which is not
accepied by the reader today, then it should be taken for
granted that it was almost not baseless and it was
conveyed to us by some of the narrators and we quoted it
we got it."

Haji Khalifa. the author of KASHF-UZ-ZUNUN wrote that
Abu Muhammad al-Farghani has wrilien an Appendix on
TAREEKH-TABARI which gained celebrity under the title ol al-
Silat. Another Annexture was also compiled by Abdul Hasan
Abdul Malik Hamadani (d. 521 A. H.) in which he included the
events relating to 487 A. H and it was named TUKMALA-E-
TAREEKH-E-TABARI.. A supplement to the hislory of Tabari,
the most important of all the appendices wrillen on Tabari's
history Is the Kitab us Silat Tareekh Ul Tabari of Ibn-e-Saad

10




AL-TABARI,

the person who participated in the event (under description)
himself or had been a witness to it or possessed its [irst hand
knowledge or the event had itsell been confirmed by a group
of the people. Besides this, Tabari has also mentioned lew
ordinary, unimportant and obviously unconcemed evenis
here and there and vet the same are of a considerable
importance for the student of history.

TAREEKH-E-TABARI does not stand only excellent in
regard Lo its various capacities, it is also a compendium which
contains extracts from some of the rare and valuable works of
Islamic era, which are now extinct. Apart from this the best
extracts derived [rom Kaab al-Ahbar. Abdullah bin Salam,
Qatada, Mujahid, Abdullah Ibn-e-Abbas, Abu Mikhnaf, Al-
Zahri and Ashjaits sayings have also been preserved in it. No
other book can compete with Tabari history as far as the
extracts of these golden sayings are concerned.

Annals is another branch of historiography whereby the
author is bound to record the events chronologically. This Is
not a new way rather an old fashion of the yore. Apart from
Bobylonions and Assyrians even the Egyptians made use of it
and the historians ol ancient Greece and Rome had also
foliowed this sysiem. In this systemn the historian has to be
particular about the chronological order while wriling events.
Tabari has also followed this syslem and kept to it all
through, If the event is a bit lengthy, Tabari had given its
summary [irst and thereafter he described the part of that
event in the year when it took place and so on and so forth till
the year when that event came to its last end.

After all this discussion, we can easily conclude that
TAREEKH-E-TABARI is rare collection of the writings and
important historical source of the early period of Islam.
Making out a great and deep research of the exiracts of

9
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him from ancestors or based it one what he got from the
writings of predecessors, In the last portion, however, Tabari
has refrained to mention the names of narrators not
withstanding the fact that these events are either of his own
time or a little earlier and thus they had been more authentic
and dependable. 1t may be the demand of political situation or
Tabari himselfl might have refrained to name the narralors
because of their own liking,

TABARIS STYLE.

He adopted the method of having gathered together the
principles and all those points on which the scholars difler
have been supported by such traditions which happen to be
authentic. This was indeed a very delicate situation and
Tabari has thus been successful in the upkeep of his non-
partiality. He has no responsibility for the tradition beyond
reporting it. He recorded the traditions as he got from his
Sheikh and in case he got the same traditions [rom certain
other sources he quoled them In Verbatim without adding
anything [rom his own side. This is a good way ol dissertation.
I could say. as it leaves a vasl arena [or the reader to adjudge.,
think and then decide himsell. He has carved out a reflective
path so that by keeping in view all the traditions relating to a
particular event, the dillerences lying therein should Be first
clearly understood and then a conclusion is drawn. Quoting a
number of traditions regarding a single event is indeed the
function of a prolific writer like Tabari. The latter traditionists
who [ollowed in his work made him an ouistanding
personalily of the hislorians world. This is the very [act that
makes his book of history higher and superior in the eyes ol
the experts in historiography. He was himsell a tradilionist
and starled his education with learnings ol Hadith. As such
he is the original source of the traditionists style in writing
history. He is very carelul in the art of documentation while
compiling traditions. The reliable narrator unto him is either

8
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the patronage of the Government all turned against Tabari.
There had also been a time that due to some dillerences
arising out from the explanation of certain Quranic verses, A
crowd of people had besieged his house and he had to keep
himself within it until the Baghdad Police suppressed this
tumult. Yet his opponents could not sit still and pronounced
him as KAFIR which badly spoiled his name and [ame.
Yaquat-e-Hamvi has writlen Tabaris slate of allairs in his
book IRSHAD quoting {rom two other books - one wrilten by
Abdul Aziz bin Muhammad Tabari in memory of his father
and the other one was writlen by a pupil Abu Bakr bin Kamil
in memory of his teacher.

BOOKS AND COMPILATIONS.

He had such a sirong desire [or wriling thal he
continuously wrote forly pages daily for lorly years. All ol his
books are not available. What we have gol is the Exegesis of
the Holy Quran - JAME-UL-BEYAN FI TAFSIR UL QURAN, in
which a good store of authentic AHADITH has been collected.

This commentary Is a compendium ol knowledge and
sciences [or historians and critics. Apart [rom this he has to
his credit AKHLAQ-UL-FUQAHA, Tehzeeb-ul-Asar both
relating to Hadith and Kitab-ul-Eteqad. Another of his
stupendous work is the world's history which is entitlled as
TARIKH ul UMUM WAL MULUK and had become famous
under the name of AKHBAR-UR-RASUL WAL MULUK. Thanks
to Almighty Allah that this oldest book of history remained
sale from the vicissilude of time. Almost all the matter
concerning the subject has been collected in this book. It
contains all that happened from the very creation upto 302
AH Le 915 A.D. Extracts of such rare books have also been
preserved in it which are now extinct. In its compilation,
Tabari has either relied upon those traditions which reached
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age. Having received his primary education al his town place,
his father sent him for further education to the famous
educational centers of the Islamic world. He stayed at Ray for
some time and then proceeded to Baghdad. He had leamt
some Islamic literature f[rom Muhammad bin Hameed Razi
from whom Imam Ahmad bin Hambal, Ibn-e-Maja and Tirmizi
had been benefitied. Al-Tabari had a likeness to see Imam
Ahmad bin Hambal but as ill luck would have it, he could not
meet him as he died a few days ago. Then he lelt for Basra
and Koofa. Again he visited Baghdad and having stayed there
for a few days returned to Egypt while on his way to Egypt he
made a short so journ at Damascus for leaming Hadith.
Having equipped himsell with the knowledge of Hadith when
he reached Egypt, his fame and renown had reached [ar and
wide. From Egypl he came back to Baghdad where he spent
his entire life. During this period he visiled Tabaristan twice
and breathed his last at Baghdad in 923 A.D. i.e. 25th of the
month of Shawwal 310 A.H.

TABARIS RELIGIOUS
INCLINATION.

On his return from Egypt, Tabari remained a follower of
Shafiite sect for about ten years. Therealler he established his
own religious jurisprudence of which the [ollowers were
termed as JARIRIYA alter the name of his [ather. This sect
was also known as TABARIYA in relation Lo TABARI. It is quile
evident from his religious jurisprudence that Tabari has
differed much in branches than in doctrines [rom Imam Shalii
and the result was that the sect he introduced soon came to
an end. It may be said that his dilferences with Imam Ahmad
bin Hambel are more based on principles and that is why he
acknowledges Imam Ahmad bin Hambal as MUHADDITH and
not MUJTAHID. The result of holding such a strong dilference
to the way of Imam Ahmad was that the [ollowers of Imam
Hambal who were in majority al Baghdad and also enjoyed

6
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COLLECTION OF TRADITIONS IN
AN UNCRITICAL MANNER.

The histories above mentioned mostly contained a
collection of traditions and events devoid of any personal
opinion of the historians. It was lelt [or the readers to draw
out any conclusions no criticism of any kind was made by the
writer. since Historiography was initiated by the
traditionalists.

So, historical events were also recorded like AHADITH
quoting {rom reliable narrators.

NOBLES MENTIONED NOT
COMMONERS.

Moreover, these histories deal with people of high status
as lords, sultans, chiefiains and nobles hardly mentioning
any thing about the common man. Those in power were dealt
in full details and so poorly had been described the weakers
as if they had no place In the history. To tell the truth, most ol
the historians led a life of adversity but the history they wrote
was not their own - it was of their kings and Lords.

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF
AL-TABARI.

Abu Jalfar Muhammad bin Jarir al-Tabari was born at
Amul (Mazandran) of Taberisian province in 839 A.D Le. end
of 224 or the beginning of 225 A H. From his very childhood
he devoted himselfl towards seeking knowledge and committed
to memory the entire Quran when he was only seven years of
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rendered into Arabic. A number of books and magazines
written in Hindi, Pehalvi, Latin, Greek and Syric were
translated in Arabic which enriched the historical literature.
Among these translators Abdullah bin Al-MugalTa (d.140 A_H)
stands (he most renowned who rendered the non-Arabic
events inlo Arabic language, (Al-Fehrist, PP, 172). Al-Balazri
(d.279 AH) translated the Ardsher period [rom Pehalvi
language into Arabic verse, (Al-Fehrist, PP. 164). Then a time
came when Islam having broken all the geographical and
tribal limitations formed a vast brotherhood which brought it
in contact with people of different nationalities who spoke
different languages. thus the historians got a large quantity of
evenis as historic reserve. The Quranic dictate, TRAVEL
THROUGH LAND' and the saying of the Holy Prophet, 'SEEK
KNOWLEDGE EVEN IF IT IS IN CHINA' and the like AYAT and
AHADIDH increased the enthusiasm of travelling and touring
among the Islamic world. This also helped the learned men
and scholars to travel from one place to another to seek
knowledge and preach religion. The scholarly people got
themselves engaged with writing of history. Their social status
enhanced and now they were no more termed as Akhbarees
since this title was now reserved only for the story tellers.

Among the Scholars of third century aller Hijra, we come
across Ibn-e-Qutaibah (d.276 AH) Al-Balzari (d. 279. AH), Al-
Yaqoobt (d. 284. A H), Deenawar (d.290 A.H) and Muhammad
bin Jarir-al-Tabari. the author of TARIKH-UL-UMUM WAL
MULUK (d. 310 A.H). Of all these al-Tabari was the
outstanding. Besides being a historian, he was also Exegetist
and Jurisconsult. In the world of Hisloriography, al-Tabari is
followed by al-masoodi (d.446. AH), Ibne-e-Miskwahy (d.421
A.H). Ibn-e-Athir (d.630 A.H), Abdul fida (d.273 AH] Ibn-e-
Khalladun (d.808 A.H) and this stands to the credit of Ibn-e-
Khulldun, that first of all he discussed at length the
philosophy of history. Similarly the person who recorded the
Islamic events in a date-wise order was Haisam Dbin Ady (d.
207 A.H) and al-Tabari had also followed him in his work.

4
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PP. 84),

Those who used to narrate the events of the pagan
period were known as al-Akhbaress because those events
were termed as AKHBAR. One who indulged in narrating
tradition (hadith) was called MUHADDIS (Traditionalist) and
this class was considered more dependable in comparison
with Akhbarees. Some (raditionalists also used to be
Akhbarees and as historians were considered to have
specialised themselves in some branch of history. For
example, Abu Mikhnafl was taken as an expert and specialist
as [far as the events and news of Iraq were concerned.
Similarly al-Madayani specialised in the aflairs of Khurasan,
Hind and Persia whereas al-Waqidi experied himself of the
history of Hejaz and the seerat of the Holy Prophet.

EXPANSION OF THE SUBJECT
OF HISTORY IN ISLAM.

History was constituted of the following three parts
during the early days of Islam.

1. News relating to predecessors.
2. Conditions of the Arabs belore the advent of Islam.
3. Seerat of the Holy Prophet of Islam.

But with establishment of an Islamic Government a
fourth part was also included. i.e. Islamic Government

4. The news pertaining to Islamic government was also
added and thus the scope had been [urther widened. Further,

which added more strength to Historiography In the beginning
of Islam was the translation of books in other languages

3
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understanding. Thus the Islamic Revolution had opened new
vistas of vision for the development of Historiography.

Among the new learning generaled by Islam, one is that
of the art of wriling a connecled historical account, prior to
which no such account appears o have existed in any parl of
the world. In the third century aller Hijra when Abu Jaller
Muhammad bin Jarir al-Tabari wrote Tarikh-ul-Umam wa'al-
Muluk the eompilation of Hadith literature by thal time was at
its Zenith. The well known traditionists like Bukhari, Muslim,
Tirmizl, Nisaee and Ibn-e-Maja all belong to the third Century
AH. All of them are known as al-Akhbarees and al-Tabari
among them was the grealest historian ol his time,

It is an eslablished fact that Historiography among
Muslims started with copying down ol the doings and the
sayingsol (he Holy Prophet. So, the way which was prevalent
for describing Hadith, the same continued [or a long time lo
relate the historical events. This means Lhal the recording of
an event must be narrated by the evidence of an onlooker or
the person who wilnessed Lhe event.

In Islam, the predecessors in this skill were the Holy
Prophet of Islam in his Khutbat Ali Ibn-e-Abi Talib in his
Nehj-ul-Balaga, Urva bin Zubair (d-93 AH) - (al-Alam -
Zarkali, PP. 638), Abu Saeed Aban (d. 86. A.H.) (Fehrisl' Ibn-e-
Nadeem, PP. 45) and Wahab bin Munnubba (d. 110 A.H) (al-
Alam-Zarkali, PP. 1140) behind them came Muhammad bin
Ishaq, d. 152 A.H) (Al-Fehrist, PP. 136) who took to seerat
wriling. He was the very historian whose illusirious work was
summarized by Ibn-e-Hisham (d.128 AH,). He was [lollowed
by Omar-al-Waqidi (d. 207 A.H) who wrole something aboul
seerat and from whom Ibn-e-Sa’ad had quoled some
traditions. Besides them were (he tradilionist Abul Hasan al-
Madayani (d.225 A H) (Al-Fehrist, PP. 147) and Abu Mikhnaf
(d. 157 A.H). the wriler ol the MUQTAL-E-HUSSAIN and other
books ALKUNI and AL-ALQAB, Sheikh Abbas Qummi, (Vol. 1

\
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AL-TABARI,

Dr. Syed Sibte Hasan Rizvi

AL-TABARI

- A HISTORTAN
HISTORIOGRAPHY IN ISLAM

The art of Historiography had gained the altention of the
Muslims during the First Hijra century. The introduction of
Islam was, in lact, a greal revolution which starled from
Mecca in Arbian peninsula. The early preachings ol the Holy
Prophet of Islam in Mecca which laler translormed inlo
Delensive Wars, Ghazwat and Saraya at Medina were such
revolutionary events of which the news travelled far and wide.
The people were eager lo hear and know as Lo how L(his
change was brought about. Moreover, lhe revelation ol the
Holy Quran and the occurrences according to Its diclates as
expressed by Hadith, sayings of the Holy Prophet, were all
being commilted to wriling or memory [or knowledge and
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