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JIQBAL STUDIES DEPARTMENT OF AIOU S . Afsar Ali Shah has here
given the history and development of the Igbal Studies Department
of the Allamah Igbal Open University, Islamabad. The University was
established in 1972 by a special Statute passed by the Pakistan
Assembly and was named alter the great Allama Igbal on the
Centenary Birthday Celebrations of the Allama in 1977. The system
of education in the university is both by regular classes as well as by
post, and is meant for raisiﬁg the educational standard of the
in-service or working people of the country who cannot attend their
classes regularly due 1o occupation in their daily pursuits. The
iqbaliyat Department started its work simultaneously with the
establishment of the university up to M.A., while the M.Phil. classes
began in 1987. The courses of this Department include a special

paper in Persian with its Grammar and selection from Igbal’s Persian

poetry.

USTAD KHALILI IN LONDON _ It is a reportage of a meeting held in
memory of the late Ustad Khalilullah Khalili, the most renowned last
great poet of Persian of Afghanistan who died a few years back
dﬁﬁng self-exile in Pakistan. The meeting was held in the auditorium
of the Afghan Embassy in London and was attened by over two
hundered persons in which about twenty writers, scholars and poets

read their papers and poetry on the late Ustad Khalili.

Dr. Ali Reza Naqui

i |




A GLIMPSE OF CONTENTS OF THIS ISSUE

MASNAVI; ABR-E GOHARBAR. Dr. M. Zafar Khan in this article has
tried to determine the date of composition of the Masnavi Goharbar
of Mirza Asadullah Ghalib of Delhi (d.1869 A.D.). The writer says
that Ghalib wanted to give an acount of all the Holy Wars(Ghazaviit)
of the Holy Prophet in the form of poetry in the metre of Ferdowsi's
Shahnama, but could not complete the project. Now this incomplets
Masnavi which contained 1098 couplets is included in Ghalib’s works
published by Shaykh Mubarak Ali of Lahore, The Masnavi was
originally published by the Akmalul Matabi* of Delhi in 1864. In
writing this paper, the writer has consulted 26 baoks the list of which

18 given at the end of the article.

A BRIEF INTERVIEW WITH NASROLLAH MARDANI. Here is a briel
interview with Nasrollah Mardani, a leading poel of the Islamic
Revolution, in which the poet has explained some of the features of
his own poetry and the new trends of the post-revolution poetry and

compared it with that of the pre-revolution period of Iran.

INTRODUCTION OF PUBLICATIONS OF THE INSTITUTE OF
PERSIAN STUDIES. Here ten earliest publications of the Tran-
Pakistan Institute of Persian Studies have been briefly introduced for
the information of the readers of Danish. They include the Catalogue
of the Ganj Bakhsh Library, Vol. I,Life & Works of Shaykh
Baha'uddin Zakariyya of Multan, Catalogue of the MSS of the works
ol Kh. Sana’ullah of Panipat, Four Calenders of Two Years and one
Town, Jamali's Masnawi: Mchr-o-Mah, Shesh Jehat, Arzoo’s
Dad-e-Sokhan, Persian Poets of Pakistan (I) by the Late Dr.
S.H.Rizvi , Persian Research in Pakistan, Iran-Pakistan Relations in
the Field of Medical Science.
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THE WORLD OF FICTION IS A WORLD OF TRUTH & REALITY.In an
Interview by Yousof Ali Khan, Firuz Z Jalali has explained some of
the characteristics of the art of fiction writing and related it with the
fiction writingin Iran with special reference to the post-revolution
period. It is a very informative interview from literary point of view,
particularly with regard to the modern trends in fiction writing in

Iran.

RABI'AH QOZDARI- A REVOLUTIONARY POETESS. Dr. Sultan Altaf
Ali. in this article has tried to prove that Rabi'ah of Qozdar of
Baluchistan, one of the eatliest poetesses of Persian, was a
revolutionary poetess. He is of the opinion that the carlier
chroniclers and writers have misunderstood her and her poetiy and
have given wrong accounts of her life. It is only Dr. Roknoddin
Homayun Farrokh who has done a real research on the life and
poetry of the poctess and has reached the conclusion that she was a
revolutionary poetess and has attributed her death to her
revolutionary ideas and activities. It is a new and interesting

approach to and research on the life and works of the poetess.

MULLA TUGHRA OF MASHHED 1n this brick article Dr . Abdul Qadir
Jafri has dealt with the poetry of Mullah Tughra of Mashhad, a
Persian poet of Shah Jehan's period. The writer complains that the
poct has not been given due recognition by the critics and writers
although his poetry has been simple and natural and devoid of

unnecessary and artificial embellishments.




A GLIMPSE OF CONTENTS OF THIS ISSUE

A - Persian Section

KHULASAT AL-TANJIM VA BURHAN AL- TAQWIM.It is a reproduction
of a MSS of the book written in 969/1465 by Ghiyas al- Din Ali. b.
Amiran al- Husayni al- Isfahani, The MSS is lying in Ganj Bakhsh
Library of the Iran- Pakistan Institute of Persian Studies, Islamabad
under No. 745: It is an important book on astronomy and astrology
written in the middle of 9th century A.H./ 15th century A.D. The
reproduction is preceded by a brief introduction of the MSS by
Dr.M.H.Tasbihi.

BIDEL -A POET OF MIRRORS by M.Reza Shafi’i Kadani. It is an
interesting and informative critique of the poetry of Mirza Abdul
- Qadir Bidel (generally known in the sub-continent as Bedil) of
Azimabad, born in Azimabad (Patna, India) in 1054/1644 and died in
Delhi in 1132/1720.. He is considered to be the most difficult and
representative poet of the Indian style of Persian poetry. He is
known for his terse, symbolic , didactic and mystic poetry. The writer
has corroborated his statments hy_ ample illustrations from Bidel'’s

poetry.

SA’IB AND URDU POETRY. In this article Dr. Younus Jafri has
discussed briefly the influence of Sa’ib of Isfahan, one of the most
representative poets of the Indian style of Persian poetry , on the

Urdu poets of the sub-continent with illustrations from their works.
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