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Danesh 32 .

Teachings of Hazrat Ali

Hazrat Ali was regarded as a living encyclopaedia,
as knowledge personified, drawing his learning from the
Holy Prophet but in reality direct from God. Thus Ali’s
knowledge was of divine origin. He was sent by God
specifically to enlighten the world. His teachings were
the same as those of Islam. Infact he was a great
missionary of the religeon of Islam. His comentaries his
theological speculations, ceremonial prayers. his sayings,
his pronouncements on social laws and etlics all were
iaken from Quaran and Sunnah.

The Holy Prophet used to say, "If I am the city of
knowledge. verily Ali is the gate by which people can
inter that city". On another occasion the Prophet said,
"Wisdom and knowledge have been divided into ten parts
one part being given to the entire world while Ali
possesses the other nine”.

Hazrat Ali used to say that the Holy Prophet never
failed to answer his questions and that, if he remained
silent, the Prophet used to insist on his entering into a
dialogue. On one occasion at the gathering of muhajir
and Ansars Hazrat Ali said, "My inner self is so full of
knowledge that it is bursting forth to illumine others.
Alas, there are few who could derive benefit from 1it.
o ye men! Ask me any problems now, before deuth
overtakes me. This is the knowledge which the Holy
Prophet P.B.U.H. has imparted to me by his tongue from
my infancy".

ok ok ok ok ok
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Hazrat Ali as a Great Muslim Caliph

ceremonial pomp to lead the Eid Prayers. But they were
disappointed to see Hazrat Ali appearing in his usual long
shirt full of patches.

It was the cardinal principle of Ali's administration
that the ruler should adopt a standard of life equal to that
of the humblest subject in the realm. He sincerely belived
that the real greatness of a ruler did not consist in wearing
rich and costly attire but in relieving the distress of the
suffering subjects, The public treasury was meant to meet
not the extravagant demands of a ruler's vanity but the
needs of the downtrodden people to feed the starving
population and to clothe the naked.

When Hazrat Ali appointed Malike-Ashtar as the
Governor of Egypt, he issued to him a letter of
appointment which contained a full code of
administrative instructions unequalled by any other royal
charter even in this age of enlightenment and culture. He
wrote to the governor of Basra, Ibne Hanif: It has come
to my knowledge that you attended a feast and were
entertained to a variety of rich dishes. I had never
expected that you would consent to accept the invitdtion
of those people who keep the poor and the needy far
away from their dining tables and invite only the richer.

This was Ali's real conception of the Caliplate,
namely that the Caliph or Ruler should share the miseries
and sorrows, the distress and afflictions of his subjects.

The Caliph should always be in a position to guide
his followers in all circumstances through his teachings
to the cherished goal.

17




Danesh 32

By: Dr. Sved Sibie Hasan Rizvi

HAZRAT ALI AS A GREAT
MUSLIM CALIPH.

When he was called to the helm of the Muslim
common wealth, his first action assuming responsibility
as a caliph was to dismiss all corrupt governors and state
officers who had fastened upon the provinces like
famished leeches, heaping of wealth by name of pitiless
exploitation. This made the blood suckers of the poor his
better enemies.

Many a bold and seasoned reformer would have
been afraid to tread on this path and would have deemed
expedient to seek out ways and means of convenient
compromises. But Hazrat Ali did not believe in dishonest
diplomacy. He thought more of the wretched plight of
the humble subjects of the state suffering under the yoke
of the corrupt governors and he considered his first duty
to eradicate abuse and corruption from Puiblic services.

Both by example and precept Hazrat Ali proved
himself to be a God fearing administrator. Although
appointed to the highest office of the state, he regarded
himself as a trustee of the nation. he lived in a humble
hut. During his tenure of office, he introduced simplicity
in every branch of life and also in every department of
the govt.

it was the day of Idul Fitr and all Muslims clad in
their best garments, assembled in the great mosque of
Kufa. They were expecting the caliph to appear with

16
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" The secret I do speak to thee
with out a word spoken.
with thee I follow up path
That is without a trace,
(PR I Kol i 3.9 91 3 Ao
S 9 T Sy g 50 e
" Shadows do linger round your light
All concrete stay, you are in [light.
All are drops - You the Oceans’ might
All jewels are of your worth's right. "

The anguish and pathos of separation in love is quite
customary in our poetic tradition. Khvaju also burns in these
[Tames and cries out :

SOy Sy e oia y
Wiz Bg7 Ol 5T 1o diaes 53
" Till when to see Thy Face I will be in travail?
Within my bosom uptill when will anguish yet avail? "
37195 99 OB e on i g2yl
WlAS e Wigi Sl (0 F e
" Khvaju has chosen thee to be his liege ever on earth.
As such before his lord also his head he keeps in dearth.”
In the true flux of romance he sells his life and is rcady o die
to be infused by a new spiril by his beloved. He says:
395 Sl Jl g gt Sl ST iy
a2 8l po Sl 3yl Ol
" With the frenzy ol my love the Resurrectors’ touch
I do pine for and this does bestow me with life much "

The gait and physical beauty of damscls have always been the

source ol gravitation and elevation for pocts. Khvaju also could

14




The Ideas of Khvaju

These couplets clearly show his attitude of abstinence from the
material gains and physical pleasure of this vile world.

The second important idea in his poetry is his cosmopolitanic,
universal and humane approach which is the kernel and crux of
the mystical teachings. About his liberalism and universalism he
Says:

Cana> i Ol plics 03l jI e )7
b p & (J)1 59y il Coml S (i o2

"What can be done if we have been damned in the whole world
for ourdrunkenness ? From the dawn of eternity it has been
declared as our fate "

‘ Badeh ' or wine becomes the third important trait of his
poetry. Like Umar Khayyam and Hafiz "Rindi-O-Sarmasti " makes
him liberal and ecstatic. This poetic mood makes him bold to
condemn the monarchic powers of the cruel and callous kings and
how beautifully he expresses his views about the monarchs. He
Sﬂ.}’S:

olidi 8 Oyl Al x4 92195
Al S Tyl Olg—s Ol

" Khvaju if none recognizes you, then what ! the kings who are
the lords of the world do not recognise the beggar "

In this couplet he gives us the message of revolt and believes in
self - cognisance like a poet and mystic believing the farcical
recognition even by the callous kings.

The fourth characteristic of his poetry is his deep devotion for
beauty and love like a romantic poet he is bewitched and
fascinated by the flow and grace of beauty. He says:

Ui 2 Obp e b Pl g
S 2 OB b e ol i Sl P 4
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Nizami. The subject matter of the other two Mathnavis Kamal
Nameh and Gohar Nameh is mystical and didactical.

In Qasida Khvaju followed the style of Khagani, Anwari and
Zaheer Faryabi. His Mathnavis are based on tradition] patterns of
love and mysticism. But his creative and revolutionary spirit
needed an other flexible and effective genre. Hence he tried his
hand at Ghazal. His scholarly ideas gave new life and spirit to
Persian Ghazal. The blend of his philosophical and romantic
poetry makes him distinct in the firmament of Persian pocts. After
reading his Ghazals we find that there are four salient features
which take him to the zenith of grand literature and those are the
mortality of life; universalism, ecstacy and romance. About the
mortality of life like all Sufi poets he has written with deep touch.

Let us go through a few couplets of a Ghazal of Khvaju whose
style was also copied by Hafiz and see the mortality of life and

indifference of a Sufi from the sham pleasures and shows of this
world. He says:
sl 3 ok e5tls Ol Lol S
! 31T 2l § 45 Oboshs s T 4y
" Before the seers, the state of Solomon is like wind. The one
free from the Lust of state is the real Solomon."
Ol Sl 34 O s Ay 9 45T
ol 23U (5,550 D32 & a9 (Slailn
" The people who claim that the earth stands on water. Do not
listen to them. It is lurking in the air, O friend "
disn s ot (350 i3t 33 J
Sl D01 | s M 33 T Casl g g2 AS
" Do not get involved in the love of this coquettish old lady.
She is like a bride having numerous husbands ".

12




The ldeas of Khvaju

imitating Khvaju's couplets. He thinks that the couplets of Khvaju
are superior in style and meanings to those written by Hafiz in
imitation. Suppose Khvaju says:
Cig 4 3954 ol 3 B ot S
A Ao W 4 Sl JU 4 F (Sloonw
" If the abode 1s near to Beloved, then what is Hell and what is
Heaven: If prostration is with humility then why to care for
mosque or church ”
On the other hand Hafiz says:
St 4> jludis o 1 Il 4o
Sl A Ut 4> Sl i Ll 1> don

" All are desirous ol Beloved - whether sage or lunatic: - Every
place is the House of love - whether Mosque or Chureh "

Shiblisays that the mention of humble prostration has made
the couplet of Khvaju supenior and grand. He has quoted several
couplets and proved the excellence and superiority of Khvaju to
Khawaja.

Khvaju has used some Arabic lines in his verses and Hafiz has
imitated him in this regard. Overall Khvaju has lelt one Dewan
and five Mathnavis. The Mathnavi " Homa and Hamayun " is a
love story with historical backgrond. In the prefaue of this
Mathnavi he has praised sultan Abu Saeed and his minister
Ghayasuddin. This Mathnavi has been written under the influence
ol Firdausi and Nizami.

Gul-e-Norooz is based on traditional love pattern and is
dedicated to Tajuddin Iraqi. It is written on the pattern of "
Khusrow and Shereen " ol Nizami. The third Mathnavi " Rozatul
Anwar " has been written in the style of Makhzan-e-Asrar of

11
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The first couplet of that famous Ghazal is:
WS 0 By ady L SL 3 p o5
A 3 133 9 Ml 350 Ol
"The cruel sweet hearts also keep their vows. When they tease
some one they do remedy as well”.
The mention of Khvaju and Khawaja (Hafiz) is imperative and
unavoidable. [t was very strange that the man who influenced the
style and mind of Hafiz and was himself a great poet is mostly

mentioned in the books and chapters written on Haliz. Of course,
Hafiz has no parallel in Ghazal, but the due share of Khvaju must
go to him. There are several couplets of Hafiz which reflect
Khvaju’s impact on Hafiz. About Hafiz Dr. A.J. Arberry in his
book " Classical Persian literature " opines: " Hafiz " spiritual
greatness and mental power proceeded from that mystical
consciousness which in him attained perfection. That path of life
of which sanai, Attar, Jalalud-Din and Saadi had spoken each in
turn and in his own way, was by the Hafiz described in language
that pumbs the depths of feeling and soars to the heights of
expression ".

After admitting the mystical and lyrical excellence and
sublimity of Hafiz, Dr. Arberry acknowledges the influence ol
Khvaju on Haliz in the following way:

" While conceding the particularly strong influence which the
work of Khvaju exercised on the development of Hafiz - so strong
that some critic have called Hafiz as Khvaju's pupil ".

Mirza Magbool Beg Badakshani in " Adab Nameh-¢-Iran " has
also acknowledged the impact of Khvaju on Khawaja. Shibli
Nomani in the second volume of " Sherul Ajam " writes that when
Haliz started composing poetry he copied the style of Khvaju.
Shibli ranks Hafiz superior to Khvaju but criticises Hafiz [or his

10




The Ideas of Khvaju

w9 B0 51 Js £
" I have lit the lamp of heart by intellect”.

It is highly tragic that the majority of the Eastern poets lack
intellectual colour in their poetry. It is either romantic or mystical.
Surely, we find a few revolutionary and philosphical poets whose
intellectual beams have vanquished the shadows of ignorance
from our society, but unfortunately the number of such
intellectual giants is very limited. Khvaju's intellect was replete
with spiritual sublimity.

Plato laid more stress on intuition and Aristotle emphasized
the importance of intellect. Khvaju seems drinking from both the
sources ol knowledge, intuition and intellect. Rumi and Igbal can
be the best representatives of intellect-cum-intuitive semblance.
The amalgamation of intellect and intuition made Khvaju mystic
poet. He sank into thought and spiritual elevation in a way that he
was able to gather from the worth of his mystical predecessors.
Khvaju's inclination towards sufism brought him to the doors of
Abu Ishaq Kazerooni and Semnani- the great Sufies of his time.

Sufism is a higher plane of thought that synchronises with a
motivation almost soulful. The soul in man is a god-head in him
that pacifies, rarifies and ennobles the whole approach of man for
his salvation. Self-salvation is a mystic attainment and this
attainment we see in the rapport of Khvaju Kirmani. His age was
borrowed rom the saintly guidance of Abu Ishag and Hazrat
Semnani. Saadi's Gulistan, Bostan and Diwan is full of the
mystical, political, social, religious and moral lessons which greatly
influenced the personality of Khvaju. He was under " such a spell
of " of Saadi that a critic like Dr. Zabih Ullah Safa in his
"Ghanj-e-Sokhan" has misquoted a Ghazal of Saadi in the name of

Khvaju.
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saw such a dilficult life that migrating to Baghdad and Shiraz he
picked up the jewels of mendicancy. Like Saadi he was a man who
travelled much seeing the ups and downs of mortal life. He
developed a mode of thinking which later on he bestowed to his
melliflous muse. The greatest power of appreciation that arose in
the mind of Khvaju Kirmani was an intense and thorough
Knowledge of the script ol the Quran. He sank into the glory,
grace, spiril and elevation of this greatest miracle of Earth and
synchronising it with his erudition of Arab literature was able to
create a spiritual pattern of such elevated mysticism and
speculation that he remains through the worth and power of his
poetry as a great poet. It has been rightly said by Hafiz
Gl oS del S Sl Ganw | ]38 sl
97195 U293 9 ) B (P 3,1

" Amongst all Saadi is the master of Ghazal but Haliz possesses
the style of Khvaju ".

The overt and invert modes of thought were constantly in the
values of our poet. As such, a wonder of poctic imagery and
concrete reality both meet in Khvaju. He had a feeling for the
touch ol melody and was a keen student of the various schools of
music, The touch of music in his work is melliflous and lyrical.
Poerty as defined by Wordsworth is a spontaneous overflow of
powerful feelings. This is fully reflecied in his poetry,

In the sub-continent Mirza Ghalib and Mirza Bedil are
considered reflective and intellectual poets. Their far-letched
metaphors, similis and conceits exhibit the profoundity and
maturity of their minds. Khvaju of Kirman opened the vistas of
reflective poctry through the intesity of his romantic poetry is
beyond any doubt. He at a place says:
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THE IDEAS OF KHVAJU
Prol: Magsood Jafri

Rawalpindi

In Haliz Nameh Bahauddin Khurram Shahi writes:-

*Abdul Ata Kamaluddin Mehmud Known as Khvaju-ye-Kirmani
is a great poet of the 8th Centrury who wrote Qasidah, Mathnavi
and Ghazal " Dr. Zabih Ullah Safa in his book " History of
Literature in Iran ", writes:-

Khvaju was associated with Firqa-e-Murshadia, and was the
follower of Sheikh Abu Ishaq kazerooni. His Surname was Khvaju
which he maintained in all his poetry .

Khvaju has written nearly about forty four thousand couplets
besides prose writings. Before him the name of Imami Hiravi
Kirmani is also well known in the literary circles :Iif Kirman as he
was an established poet of Ghazal and Qasidah. Like the majority
of the traditional poets he also praised his contemporary rulers
and swam on the surging ripples of romance and sufism. Khvaju
shines distinctly in the galaxy of his contemporaries for his unique
and novel style, idiom and ideas. He was a man who was bestowed
with an absolute chrome of perception. With this perception he
was able to imbue the Ghazal of the orient with thought so
resolute and sure that the Ghazal took on a genre all its own. He
was 4 man not to forget the effeet of Saadi, the Chicl of oriental
didacticism, a flavour ol so much worth that the coming ages
remember him with a homage pure and devout,

Born at Kirman at 735 Hijra, he saw a very hard and tough
childhood. His youth was enclasped in the palms of penury. He
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in the world and after realisation he has to remould his
life for a better ethical approach to human activity, It
is this kind of human activity that was encouraged in
the world views of the time of Amir Timur, It is under
the influence of this Sufistic  Islam that the new
Islamic culture of Central Asia took its form in the
Timurid  period.

Under the influence of such a Sufistic Islam, new
developments took place in the succeeding periods, the
influence  of  which spread throughout the Islamic
world. The Islamic culture of Pakistan, or as matter of
fact, of the whole of South Asia, is deeply related to the
Sufistic Islam of Central Asia. Sayyid Ali Hamadani
was the harbinger of this type of Islam in Kashmir,

On the other hand, his political ethics included the
training and eduction of the princes and he laid great
stress on the duties and responsibilities of the King
towards the people. He condemned oppression and
injustice and gave admonition to the rulers for the
administration of justice. To him all people, Muslims
and non-Muslims, have a right to justice from the
rulers, At the same time they were instructed to meet
with the learned and the religious scholars.

All what we find in his writings dealt with the
practical wisdom for the smooth running of the State.
He laid great stress both on the spiritual purification of
the heart and on the attainment of worldly wisdom for
good administration. He has given a long list of the
rights of the people, the fulfilment of which was the
duty of the ruler.

At the same time, the economic aspects of the state
and the people were not neglected by Amir Kabir. He




Danesh 32

humane policy of state-craft. Finally, by introducing
many arts and crafts of Central Asia he provided a
new industrial base to the life of the common man.
Kashmir woke up to a new taste of life and emerged
with a new cultural consciousness that has welded
Kashmiris to one Islamic brotherhood and 1nspired
them hereafter to turn their eyes to that source of
inspiration in Central Asia that has instilled into them a
new sense of permanent linkage.

The first principle of Sufism is the new way of
Islamic spiritual life for the regeneration of humanity
from intimate association with materialistic world to a
higher sense of religious experience, which can bind
man to man, establish devotional attachment with God
~and make him atttain the ultimate blessedness. The
Sufistic way of life 1s not an escape from the world nor
is Sufism, as practised by the Muslims, derived from
philosophy other than that of Islam.

It is completely wrong to say that the Sufistic
teaching of the medieval period demoralised the
active spirit of the Muslims. This is modern
propaganda concocted by those who do not believe in
the process of regeneration of the Muslim world.
Sufism is a new concept of religious understanding
and associated with mysticism, it gave a new
perception of human life a broad view of mankind
filled with love and understanding for others a view
that transcends materialistic approach to this world
but does not completely renounce the world.

It is an active way of life 1o transform oneself from
humdrum attachments to a higher sense of moral and
affectionate work, in  which man discovers his real
self. Man grows in his inner realisation of his real place
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real life of the people which lasted for twentyone
years.

It can also be said to be educational wanderings
when Sayyid Ali Hamadani not only mastered Muslim
theology but also got an insight into political ethics.
And then he started on his mission of bringing people
round to his perception of spiritual regeneration,
infusing into them a broadminded religious concept
and preparing them for a moral behaviour free from
prejudices, class distinction and religious fanaticism.

For the next twenly years he was busy in
preaching and teaching in Hamadan and Khuttlan
(modern Kulab in Tajikistan). It was in the time of the
Kashmiri Sultan  Qutbuddin (1379-89) that the Sayyid
paid a visit to Kashmir for the first time. He was
destined  to exercise the most direct influence on the
society and culture of Kashmir. He was not the first to
bring Islam into Kashmir because Islam had already
penetrated this part long before  the time of Amir Kabir.

However, real credit goes to this saint for
transforming Kashmir into a new cultural state, by
which the people and the state were intimately linked
with the cultural style of the people of Central Asia.
The old face of Kashmir completely changed. The
Muslims and Hindus alike were directed towards a
new way of life that has characterised Kashmir
hereafter as  a truly Islamic cultural state. By his
sufistic teaching he infused a near pattern of Islame
living standard.

By putting his ideas of political ethics in his
memorable work Zakhirat-ul-Muluk ~ he presented a
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By: Professor Emeritus
Dr. Almad Hasan Dani

Quaid -e-Azam University
[slamabad.

SAYYID ALI HAMADANI
SHAH-I-HAMADAN

sayyid Ali Hamadani ranks among those Muslim
mystic saints of fourteenth century A.D. who devoted
their whole life for transforming wartorn Asia from
the age of conflict into a new world of spiritual
regeneration that remained a source of inspiration for
the succeeding generations of men of letters, poets,
artists, kings and their ministers. While thirteenth
century was the age of great mystic poets, such as
Jalaluddin® Rumi, and of the brave Shaikh as
Najmuddin Kubra, it was an age marked by political
upheaval resulting from the conquest of the Mongols,
led by Changiz Khan.

Never before Muslim power was so low and there
appeared such an uncertain  atmosphere for the
peaceful promotion of Islamic values, But the
descendants of the same Mongols in the fourteenth
century A.D were well settled in Central Asia, mingled
with the Turkie tribes fo give rise to new ethnic
formations, and made a bid for a new political order as
a settled empire under Amir Timur. The Amir
inaugurated a new age that was surcharged with
regenerated Islamic trends. Though the empire of the
Timurids was short-lived, still the intellectual and
spiritual base that was derived from the integration of
Turko-Iranian civilisation got strengthened and .
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