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13 — Sarwat Ali, “ Heer and Now” , The News, Sunday edition,

Lahore, August 3, 2008, p. 36.
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33 — Saiyid Athar Abbas Rizvi, A Socio- Intellectual History of
the Isna “ Ashari Shi’is in India, Ma’rifat Publishing House,
Canberra, Australia, 1986, Vol. 11, p. 362.
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India Muslim League Doucments, 1906 — 1947), Islamabad:
National Institute of Historical and Cultural Research, 2007, Vol.
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A Glimpse of Contents of this Issue

1 — Manuscript of Divan of Maaloom Tabrizi: An
Introduction.
Prof.Dr. Ghulam Mostafa Khan
Tr.Dr. Syed Hasan Abbas
Mohammed Husain Tabrizi with nom-de- plume of
“ Maaloom” originally belonged to Tabriz but his
biography has been dealt very briefly by various
biographers. However few points have been extracted
from his Divan. In the 2™ half of 11" century A H he got
an opportunity of attachment with Youlji Khan at the
court of Golkonda (Deccan). His name sake- writer of
Burhan-e- Qate Mohammed Husain Tabrizi Burhan had
dedicated his work to Abdullah Qutub Shah in 1062 AH.
Maaloom travelled to Delhi in 1075 AH and there he
came in contact with “ Jawaher Raqam” Calligraphy
tutor of King Aurangzeb Alamgir. The influence and
impact of poetry of Masters like Saadi, Hafiz, Fughani
and Ahli Shirazi are manifested in Maaloom’s ghazals.
Selected couplets from various forms and topics like
Hamd, Naat, Mangabet, Elegy, ghazal, Saqi nameh and
others have been quoted while introducing the manuscript.

2 — Characteristics and dramatic aspects of
Shahnamebh.
Prof. Dr. Abol Ghasem Radfar
The Past history of Iran’s dramatic literature , in
comparison with story writing and poetic literature as per
research sources of recent years is brief and negligible.
But we notice that old artists upto 12" Century of Hijra
had been dealing with dramatic aspect into many literary
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forms like story, epic and historical-cum-mythological
traditions. Our past literature — mostly masterpiece works-
are multi- dimensional and peculiarity of dramatic
literature exist in many of them like works of Nizami ,
Attar, Maulavi, Jami and most importantly in Ferdausi’s
Shahnameh. Its champion’s section from viewpoint of
story narrating and symbol depicting carry particular
Characteristic and dramatic story contents . Some of the
writers have attempted film scenarios and dramas about
Shahnameh’s Champions. Out of 121 dramas penned
down upto 1382 (Iran’s Solar Hijra year) based on
Shahnameh, 41 relate to episode of Rustam and Sohrab-
and 14 to Bijen and Manijeh. On the basis of above it is
generally said that Rustam is most dramatic personality of
Shahnameh and Rustam and Sohrab’s episode is most
popular and famous story of Shahnameh.

3 — Shahnameh’s Dictionary.
Prof. Dr. Zahuruddin Ahmed
The writeup introduces a unique manuscript
containing explanation of Ferdausi’s Shahnameh kept in
Azar Collection of Punjab University’s Library , Lahore.
In this context some other manuscripts or published
Shahnameh have been referred with their characteristics.

4 — Ferdausi and Myth.
Dr. Mohammed Mehdi Tavassoli
Literal meaning of Astooreh is short story and story
itself i.e Myth in English. Usually Myth is treated such
stories, who have no historical evidence. Meer Cheyada
Alyada believes that astooreh before being anything else
i1s story and its attraction these days speak of people’s
interest to listen the stories. Andreh Malroh the famous

Y
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French Philosopher 1is of the opinion that every period
and age create their Myths. In Ferdausi’s Shahnameh also
the Myth seems to be the collection of religious beliefs
and national tradition having their roots in past history of
the Nation. Each of the Shahnameh’s story can be termed
as a separate epic and a particular Myth.

5 — The Effective and Major Role of Champions in
Ferdausi’s Shahnameh.

Prof. Dr. Sughra Bano Shagufta
As per testimony of Hakeem Ferdausi in Shahnameh,
Champions had prominent status and stature in
governmental set up in pre- historic and historic periods .
They had direct relations both with the Rulers and the
general masses . Epic Poetry of Shahnameh as per
prophecy of its composer:

3538 b olb 9 5L jl a5 il S ol I eSSl o

has found an immortal place in the history of World’s
poetic literature . It is worth mentioning that Ferdausi
himself in this national epic called it Ancient Book ,
Ruler’s Book, Book of Past Rulers and , It indicates that
he attaches importance to the role of various segments of
society including champions and Heroes. From the major
roles of the Champions in their professional field, their
contribution in administering the Government Setup |,
Country’s management, law and order maintenance and
even their influence in final selection of the ruler ,
manifests their effective role in the society.
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6 — Deoband and Zeenavand in the Myth of
Shahnameh’s Tahmurath.
Dr. Mojtaba Monshizadeh
In Ferdausi’s Shahnameh one of the Characteristics
of Tahmurath is capturing of demons and teaching of
script , reading and writing of other languages. But as per
Persian language’s texts of old and Middle ages.
Tahmurath’s common Characteristic was Deobandi and
Zeenavendi with no reference to teaching of script and
reading or writing of other languages. In this write- up, it
has been tried to respond to the question that teaching of
script and reading and writing by Demons how it has been
included in the sources availed by Ferdausi and Causes
and factors 1.e. lingual, historical and tracing its roots may
be investigated.

7 — A Glance at Shahnameh’s Influence in the Sub-
Continent during last few Centuries.
Dr. Mohammed Saleem Akhtar
As recorded by Mohammed Aufi , “ Ekhtiaraat-e-
Shahnameh” compiled by Masood Saad Salman contained
Selection from Shahnameh and other Persian works of
that period and it was first such collection made in the
Sub- Continent and it seems that its no copy is presently
available . However in this write-up influence of
Shahnameh in Deccan, Baluchestan, Sindh, Kashmir,
among various segments of the Society including
Zorasterians of India have been described. Then reflection
of Similarities of titles and contents of mathnavis in Urdu
language like poetic translation of Khawaran Nameh of
Mohammed Hussam Khausafi Khorasani, Ali Nameh of
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Nosrati, consisting of wars waged by Ali Adil Shah II of
Bijapour and its reflection in Urdu’s epic poetry have
been dealt with. However, some references to the
influence of Shahnameh in the life of people of the Sub-
Continent have also been narrated.

8- Lute in Shahnameh.

Mehdi Ferouzian

Three earthen images have been found from Shush,
which belong to 1500 B.C and show lute player’s image.
In Pahlavi language texts there are references to lute. In
ancient times musical instruments similar to lute were
used in China and North African country Morocco. More
than 1100 years before, Rudaki has referred to
“ Tambore” (lute) in his Persian poetry. During recent
times most prominent artists who got fame for playing
lute include Kaikhusraupur Nazeri, Syed Khalil Aalinejad,
Ali Akber Moradi, Gul Nazar Azizi and some groups may
be noteworthy. Rustam, the greatest Champion of Shah
Nameh was a marvellous player of lute. In Ist three parts
of Nameh —e- Bastan(Shah Nameh) only once lute has
been referred . In 4™ Khawan before his appearance
before magician woman, he plays the lute. Tahamtan also
plays lute , when he is alone, which indicate the popular
posture of this instrument. Asfandyar, the famous
champion also plays lute, when he has to face a magician:
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9 — Lithographed Shahnameh available in Ganjbaksh
Library of IPIPS.

Dr. Mohammed Hosain Tasbihi
During last two centuries and a half, many times
Shahnameh have been published in the Sub-Continent. A
few had also been printed in Iran and elsewhere. The
writer has introduced seventeen such Shahnameh
including few poetic translations in Urdu. The oldest
being 197 years old and latest of 37 years before printed
in Tehran . The details of publishers, owners of printing
houses, their staff’s contribution in producing Shahnameh
in best possible form , have also been pointed out.

10 — Persian lyric composing in Sindh from end of
Talpur’s era to Pakistan’s Independence.
Syed Murtaza Moosvi
During the period under review, English language
had replaced Persian as official language but educated
class of society in Sindh kept their centuries old literary
taste alive for Persian Poetry and Literature. One of the
peculiarities of poets in the Sub- Continent including
Sindh has been their being bilingual or even trilingual
poet.From a number of such poets, those who were also
composing Persian Poetry include Qasim Yasini (D. 1931
AD), Bahauddin Bahaie (D. 1934 ) Ali Mohammed Qadri
(D1940) Raushan (D 1942) Hadi Machlishehri (D 1963)
Nazim (D. 1964) Asim (D. 1966) Naseh(D1967) Lotf
Bedvi , Adib Ferozshahi (D1974) have been introduced in
this write up and their style of poetry has been appraised.

11 — Contribution of Sindh’s Persian Tazkera writers
in extension of Persian language and literature.

Dr. Faizeh Zehra Mirza

Since 12" century A.D. literateurs of Sindh have

widely contributed in compiling works in prose and

?
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poetry. The oldest history of this land is considered to be
“ Chachnameh” written by Ali bin Hamid Kufi . In the
field of Tazkera writing also some of the prominent
writers being Allama Qazi Mehmud Tatavi, Syed Abdul
Qader Ibn Syed Hashim , Mohammed Raza Ibn Abdul
Wase, Haji Phanwar, Mulla Mohammed Saleh Ibn
Zekerya Tatavi, Sheikh Mohmmed Azam Ibn Mohmmed
Shafi Tatavi, Mir Ali Shir Qane Tatavi, Makhdoom
Ibrahim Khalil, Khalifa Mehmud Nizamani, Abdul
Ghafoor Ibn Haider Sevestani, Fakhri Heravi and others .
Their contribution to Persian is praise worthy although
mother tongue of most of them was Sindhi. Some of their
Tazkeras were later translated into Sindhi or Urdu as well.

12 — Exposition of Asrar-e- Mathnavi-e-Maanavi
Prof. Dr. Reza Mostafavi Sabzvari
Exposition of Mathnavi compiled by Haj Mulla Hadi
with nom-de-plume of * Asrar” is considered as one of
the valuable descriptions of Maulana’s Mathnavi, which
has caught a little attention. Asrar believes Maulana has
been under great influence of Holy Quran and Sayings of
Holy Prophet and while composing Mathnavi he has
benefited from Islamic sources. From the methods of
exposition of Mathnavi being noteworthy is his quoting of
Mathnavi’s other couplets while explaining a couplet and
also referring to the couplets of other Persian poets with
common themes and Asrar’s innovative and critical
editing of Mathnavi’s text which is worth noting.




DANESH 93 LR

13 — Sohravardi and Thinkers of later periods.
Dr. Mohammed Baqaie Makan

Post Islamic Iran produced greatest Thinkers and Mystics
but this period was follow up of a creative culture which
formed foundation for a new culture of wisdom called as
“ Ishraq” (illumination of the soul as the means of
perception of ideas ) by bringing about unity and
solidarity . Shahabuddin Sohravardi not only influenced a
large number of Iranian thinkers directly or indirectly who
came after him but he has left his impact of thinking on
some western thinkers as well. From eastern Muslim
Thinkers Qutbuddin Shirazi, Jalaluddin Davani, Abdur
Razzaq Lahiji, Maulavi, Hafiz, Azar Kaiwan, Mir
Fenderiski, Haj Mulla Hadi Sabzvari, and Igbal have been
named but from westerners having commonalities of
thought with Sohravardi, Hegal, John Batsit Lamark,
Nietche, William James, Herman Hesseh and Henri
Corbon’s thinkings have been briefly discussed.

14 - The main characteristics of Bidel’s ghazals.
Dr. Mahvash Vaheddoost

As Bidel’s life indicates, under the supervision of his
uncle, and because of his father’s interest in mysticism, he
entered the association of mystic and he even chose a
spiritual guide as his spiritual beloved named *“ Shah-e-
Kaboli”. Bidel’s manifest, as a Sufi poet, clear and
abundant mentioning mystic stages of path is important
point in his ghazals. It is natural that in his ghazals the
terms and modes and processes of mysticism have
obvious manifestation, enjoying a high frequency; so the
main subject and aspect of his ghazals is mentioning
mystical concepts. On the other hand, Bidel is specialist
in mystical poetry. Another point about his ghazals is high
frequency of word of ““ Love” . If by beautiful imagery he
speaks with love of natural elements like the moon, the

A
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sun etc. Metaphorically he speaks about parts of body but
in symbolical way. Bidel like Hafez, too, is a lover of
beauty, lover of absolute beauty, and he utilizes sensual
and concrete elements to express this beauty. The final
word about Bidel’s ghazals is real love and mysticism as
major characteristics of his ghazals.

15 — Letter writing works of Iran and the Sub-
Continent : A Comparison.
Dr. Nusrat Jahan Khattak

The oldest two compiled letters works belong to
Rashid-uddin Watvat and Muntajab—ud-din Munshi
compiler of Atbatul Katba of 6™ Centruy A.H. One of the
earliest follower of them was Bahauddin Mohammed bin
Baghdadi, Secretary of Alauddin Takash Khawarazmshah
compiler of Altawassal Ilat Tarassal. For centuries orders
appointing judges, religious posts and various kinds of
other government notifications used to be issued in set
pattern . Other writers who have such works include
Mohammad bin Hindushah Nakhjavani, Nuruddin Munshi
and Raziuddin Hasshab. During recent centuries a number
of books have been written in Iran. Letter writing works
of the Sub- Continent include: Insha-e- Mahrou, Insha-
e-Faiz, Insha-e- Abul Fazl, Maktubat-e- Saad-ullah
Khan , Maktubat-e-Imam Rabbani, Maktubat-e- Saeedia,
Rugaat-e- Alamgiri written from 8" to 12" Century A.H.
Some of the works written in recent centuries are Insha-e-
Faiq, Dasturul Maktoobat, Insha-e- Faiz- Rasan, Insha-
e- Qazi, Insha-e- Daulat Ram. 1t is note worthy that for
most of the writers of the Sub-Continent, Persian, was not
their mother tongue.

Syed Murtaza Moosvi
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